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HOUSING THE ELDERLY 


HE inquiry which has been made at the request of the London County 
Council Housing Committee into the Housing Needs of Elderly People 
is undoubtedly of value. as it is only through periodic surveys of this nature. 
made by authorities with wide experience such as the LCC, that useful informa- 
tion can be made available to those who have to deal with this problem which 
is constantly before us and which will become more acute as longevity increases. 
The inquiry does not reveal anything new, but it does at least give some indica- 
tion of the relative importance of the various factors which are already known 
and which have to be taken into account. It will, however. be necessary to 
take periodic surveys of the same kind, since views and preferences amongst 
old people may be found to change as they become accustomed to new ways 
of living. 


It is only since the war that emphasis has been put on living in flats on a large 
scale. Before the war there was a general preference for small dwellings, and 
the old people were accustomed to living in the corner of houses belonging to 
their family, or taking a room or rooms in a house. The present generation 
of old people have not vet become accustomed to a newer and better form of 
living. whereas the present generation of young people, when they eventually 
qualify for old age, will have become used to the idea of living in flats, both 
high and low, with the advantages and disadvantages which these afford. 


It is not surprising. therefore. to find at present that the preference amongst 
old people is for the kind of dwelling which they have been accustomed through- 
out their life to think of as a home. One would expect to find 50 per cent or 
more, as the survey shows, asking for bungalows or grouped dwellings, and that 
they would prefer these to be separate from the family dwellings. Here they 
can have easy access at street level, with their own front and back doors, and a 
very small garden which need not take much effort to maintain. and at the same 
time they can live among people of their own age and sort. 


It is difficult, however, to find any clear general preferences, and this is no 
doubt due in part to the fact that most of the old people who are being asked to 
give their views have no experience of living in flats. They would have to re- 
orientate their ideas to a new method of living, which is difficult for them to do. 
whereas in time to come old people who have lived in flats all their lives and 
probably prefer it, may continue to prefer this way of life in their old age. 
They will have become familiar with the operation of lifts. for example. whereas 
at present they are nervous of them. 

One point on which factual information would be useful, does not appear to 
have emerged from the LCC survey—to what extent planners should provide 
for the care of old people. Where old people live in mixed accommodation. 
they often rely on younger neighbours to give them a helping hand, but where 
they are grouped together it is possible to provide accommodation for a warder 
or someone whose duty it is to help them in times of difficulty, or in small 
matters such as shopping, so that they have a sense of security in knowing that 
there is someone to call on when they need help. 


The type of accommodation required within the dwelling itself will tend to 
change with the next generation of old people. One would expect some of the 
views expressed to remain constant, however, and it may be that it will prove 
necessary in the future still to provide all types, although not necessarily in the 
same proportion as at present. 


There will always be some who will want to look out on to a busy road where 
they can see the world go by, and others who will prefer to live in flats amongst 
families and younger people. There is little doubt. however, that for the 
present generation of old people, and perhaps for future generations, too, the 
bungalow is the form of dwelling nearest to the ideal. 





«*, The survey is reprinted on page 1044. 
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b A 
Notes of the Week 

American Office Practice 
[ MPRESSIVE is the word that 
describes the paper given to 
RIBA on Tuesday night by Mr. Ely 
Jacques Kahn, member of the great 
Detroit firm of architects and engineers. 
It was a masterly description of how the 
American architect goes about the design 
of a multi-storey building which held 
the rapt attention of his audience, not 
least because of freedom within ascer- 
tainable limits which the American 
architect has to get on with the job. 
“None of our building regulations pay 
any attention to the serious question of 
basic planning—whether there are more 
buildings in one section than should be 


best 
the 


permitted, in view of transportation 
facilities, nor is there any municipal 
control whatsoever of design. The 


assumption apparently, said Mr. Kahn, 
‘is that the existing laws are purely 
preventative, and so long as there is no 
danger, the individual is free to do what- 
ever he wants.” 
w xe 2 ¢ 

LIKE THE CURIOUS INCIDENT of the 
Sherlockian dog which did nothing in 
the night-time, Mr. Kahn’s talk gained 
significance through its omissions. Par- 
ticularly so the omission of any refer- 
ence to recalcitrant clients and grumbling 
builders without which any talk on any 
subject arising from our British industry 
would seem strangely incomplete. The 
explanation of this may well lie in the 
fact that, as Mr. Kahn made clear, the 
erection of a major building in America 
is worked out structurally and in_ its 
financial implications to the last detail 
before building starts, and that once the 
major elements are settled, the steelwork 
is put on order. Though this does not 
prevent changes in sub-planning, it does 
mean that there is an assumption that a 
general scheme has been adopted, and 
after that changes which lead to delay 
are rigorously * out.” 


“A “A 
w w nw 


DoES THIS MEAN that American archi- 
tects are obsessed with technological 
problems to the exclusion of design? 
Mr. Kahn had the complete answer to 


this. *~If the practical phases of the work 
can be controlled through reasonable 
competence, the architect should have 


the leisure and enthusiasm to devote the 
bulk of his time to the creation of a work 
of art. said Mr. Kahn. 
Edinburgh Junketings 

A HUNDRED YEARS, AS SOMEONE IS 
sure to have remarked, is a long time, 
and when a professional society reaches 
its centenary it has every right to cele- 
brate. Which is precisely what the Edin- 
burgh Architectural Association did last 
week-end. The Association neatly got 
over the slightly difficult situation of 
being 50 years the senior of its oificial 
parent, the Royal Incorporation, by hold- 
ing its birthday party within the frame- 
work of the RIAS annual convention. 

There is no question but that the birth- 
day was a great success. The symposium 


on *The Architect and Society’ could 
hardly fail, given the inspiring lead of 
Protessor Steen Rasmussen who came 
over specially from Denmark. Richard 
Sheppard, lone Englishman of the plat- 
form speakers, outlined his case for a 
more scientific approach to architecture 
based on discovering clients’ needs, and 
got a wonderfully enthusiastic hand con- 
sidering his opening remark that one of 
the two reasons that had brought him to 
Scotland was that he ‘had long wanted 
to bore Scots in Scotland as retaliation 


for the way they have bored us in 
England by insisting on a “me too” 
policy.” Lord Sempill, correct in the kilt, 


showed again what an enlightened man 
he is, and Robert Matthew’ spoke 
good sense (earlier he had been presented 
with the EAA Centenary Medal) and the 
rest of the discussion was keen and to the 
point. But the morning belonged to 
Rasmussen (the Danish Lethaby, as Shep- 
pard called him), who entranced by his 
humanity, wisdom and lucidity. 
ox Ww Ww 

IN. HONOUR OF THE CENTENARY, 
Prospect, Magazine of the Association, 
preduced a special *issue. In the first 
article, George Lawrence, senior vice- 
President, examines the — relationship 
between the Association and the Royal 
Incorporation, and makes a suggestion 
that membership of the RIAS Council 
(which at present is given by Chapter 
nomination) should be extended to 
include some individual members elected 
by postal vote—thus giving the Council 
the advantage of a wider representation 
on a national basis. Colin McWilliam, 
who is rapidly building up a reputation 
as a knowledgeable critic, contributes a 
thoughtful account of the life and work 
in Edinburgh of W. H. Playfair, the cen- 
tenary of whose death falls this year. In 
lighter vein is the “Guide to Edinburgh ° 
prepared by ~ small group of Associate 
members whose claim to the job is that 
they “are not scholars nor antiquaries, 
nor were they born or brought up in 
Edinburgh though equipped with a very 
strong affection for our adopted city and 
deeply interested in its future.” They have 
done their work well and wittily. For 
instance, the history of St. Giles * seems 
all Knox and bruises... And of George 
Street, “let us hope that the tree shortly 
to b planted here will prove to be that 


same Tree of Knowledge from which 
Adam ate.’ 
Ww Ww Ww 
IN THE LYCESM GALLERIES, ATHOL- 


crescent, has been brought together a 
remarkably fascinating collection of 
drawings and photographs of Edinburgh 
architecture over the past 100° years. 
Wisely selective in their choice, the 
exhibition committee (Graham Low, Eric 
Davidson and Ronald Jameson, with 
Walter Scoit as secretary and driving 
force) display in one room work of the 
nineteenth century (how strangely alien 
to Edinburgh does Gothic show up) and 
in the other, buildings of the 20th. Rich 
indeed are the scurces from which 
Scottish architecture springs, architecture 


*Summer number, published from 15, 
Rutland-square, Edinburgh, price 2s. 6d. 
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not without its surprises such as ¢ 
James Gowans’ Napier-road house Wher 
the architect no doubt fairly claimed tha 
his intention of designing a dwelling that 
would defy imitation had been fully 
achieved. Interesting too are Rowan 
Anderson's designs for Edinburgh Jam 
posts—an early effort to foil subtopia, 
THE = SCHOLARLY = QUALITY — Tay 
distinguishes so much of the architecture 
shown undoubtedly had its roots in the 
cultivated soil of educated and informe 
public opinion, and that soil is far from 
exhausted to-day, though one sees slight 
signs of withering in some lack of ¢op. 
trol over the incursions of big busines 
into Princes-street, and in regrettable 
incidents such as the new bus station 
which breaks up the east side of George. 
square. The new century, as depicte 
in the exhibition, begins naturally enough 
with Lorimer and Matthew, in whose 
work we find evidence of the renaissance 
of a Scottish vernacular style. A curiosity 
-and a straw in the wind, too —is , 
student’s design for a large city hotel 
with aircraft encircling the tower which 
has a projecting landing stage for air. 
ships. Dated 1907, two years before 
Bleriot flew the Channel, the drawing js 
signed * Frank Mears.’ : 
Little space is given to the first 50 
years of the century, and rapidly the 
visitor finds himself in the best of the 


present decade—among _ schemes by 
Spence, ‘Hospital’ Holt, Alison and 
Hutchison, Robert Matthew, Alan 
Reiach, Ralph Cowan, Tom Waller 


Marwick (how well do his St. Cuthbert’s 
Co-operative building and the Garden 
Club of the Empire Exhibition, both o| 
20 years ago, take their place with the 
leaders of the present galaxy) and others 
which show that the stream has widened 
without losing in depth. 


w*e > <A, 
w w w 


AT THE RECEPTION held in the Royal 
Scottish Academy Galleries on Saturday 
night. the brown velvet and_ broadcloth 
academical gowns owned by the Royal 
Incorporation were on parade (though 
why not for the occasion on AA backs’), 
and these were reinforced by the some- 
what plushier robes of the architect 
Academicians who were present. Both 
paled into insignificance by the side of 
the claret and rose-madder of _ the 
PRSA’s robes, magnificently filled by Sir 
William Hutchison whose fine portrait 
of the Queen in the green of the Knights 
of the Thistle dominated everything. 

Guests were received by the President 
of the Association and Mrs. Gordon, and 
then passed on to look at the paintings 
and sculpture on show. Over 600 visitors 
drank good health to the Association in 
its second century, and with the expiry 
of the nightlights on the paper birthday- 
cake contrived by the architecture 
students and the end of the champagne 
coinciding. we departed in time to se 
the last of the light behind the Castle and 
to take a final nightcap with George and 
Angela Lawrence, most delightful 0! 
hosts. A fitting end to a notable celebra- 
tion on which those who carried out the 
backroom work earn- grateful thanks. 
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Edinburgh Architectural As 


CENTENARY ¢ ‘ELEBRATIONS 


)LDEST of the six Scottish architec- 
( tural societies which now form the 
constituents of the Royal Incorporation 
of Architects in Scotland, the Edinburgh 
Architectural Association celebrated its 
centenary last week-end, combining its 
proceedings with the annual convention 
of the Royal Incorporation. The latter 
hody held its annual meeting on Friday, 
Mav 31, followed by a civic reception 
at the City Chambers and the annual 
dinner at the Caledonian Hotel at which 
Mr. Thomas H. Thoms, as President, 
RIAS, took the chair and Mr. HuGu 
MotsonN, Minister of Works, in_ pro- 
posing the health of the Royal Incorpora- 
tion, outlined the reasons why his 
Department had decided to return to the 
prewar system of fixed price tendering 
‘4 thing in which you in Scotland gave 
us a lead when you introduced contracts 
with that condition as regards raw 
materials. It is logical and right that we 
should go a step further forward and 
introduce it as regards labour also.’ 
Other speakers were Mr. HaAroLp 
ConoLLy, CBE, vice-President, RIBA, 
who suggested that architects should be 
prepared to receive criticism of their 
ouildings; Mr. A. ESME GORDON; SIR 
WitttiaM HUTCHISON, PRSA; and Mr. 
J. A. H. MorrraM, vice-President, Edin- 
burgh AA. 


Professor Rasmussen on 
‘The Architect and Society’ 


A symposium on the subject of * The 
Architect and Society’ was held on 
Saturday morning in the Freemasons’ 
Hall. George Street, with Mr. A. Esmé 
Gordon (President, EAA) in the chair. 
Following the reading by the President of 
i congratulatory telegram from the Royal 
Patron, HM the Queen, a large and 
enthusiastic audience heard PROFESSOR 
STEEN EILER RASMUSSEN, Professor of 
the School of Architecture of the Danish 
Academy of Art, Copenhagen, open the 
proceedings with a stimulating paper. 

We architects (said Professor Ras- 


sociation 





mussen) maintain that architecture is an 
art. But it is difficult to determine its 
object, its medium, its limitations. It 
works with form and mass as sculpture 
does, with colour as painting. But still 
it is completely different from sculpture 
and painting. It is essential that it solves 
practical problems, that it is a functional 
art. This must be kept in mind in all 
reflections on architecture. While the 
sculptor or the painter aims at some- 
thing with merely visual qualities, the 
architect creates implements for human 
beings —-I use here the word ‘ imple- 
ments” in its widest sense. Architecture 
is a very special functional art. It con- 
fines space so we can dwell in_ it, 
creates the framework round our lives. 


The Architect as Producer 


The architect is a sort of theatrical 
producer, the man who plans the setting 
for our lives. He has much in common 
with the landscape gardener, whose suc- 
cess depends on whether or not the plants 
he puts in the garden thrive there. The 


architect, too, works with living things 
with human beings, who are much 
more incalculable than plants. If they 


cannot thrive in his house its apparent 
beauty will not help it: without life it 
becomes a monstrosity. Indeed, one of 
the proofs of good architecture is that 
it is being utilised as the architect had 
planned. 

I remember being shown a fine Danish 
villa, planned by one of our leading 
architects who had designed not only the 
whole structure but the complete interior 
with furniture, textiles and lamps. Every- 
thing bore witness to his refined taste 
and extraordinary sense of beauty. But 
it looked more like an exhibition of an 
ideal home than a home ideal for the 
people who lived in it. There was not a 
trace of life. I asked the family where 
they mostly spent their leisure in this 
beautiful house. They took me up in the 
attic and showed me two little rooms 
which were not arranged by the other- 
wise omnipresent architect. I believe that 


1025 


the right term for the atmosphere up 
there would be ‘snug’ or ‘cosy.’ The 
style | would designate as very late 
Victorian. The keynote was comfort. 

In this case the architect strived in 
vain to be the instructor of the tragi- 
comedy of the client’s life. But he 
understood too little of the psychology 
of his main actors to be able to create 
a true and convincing performance. | 
thoroughly believe that it is the archi- 
tect’s duty to serve his client, to serve 
the society in which he lives. But it does 
not therefore follow that the client or 
society should dictate the doings of the 
architect. If they were able to do so, if 
they could visualise the buildings, they 
would need no architect. He is the man 
who can materialise what other people 
can express only in very vague terms. 
He puts his stamp on the environments 
he creates and they in their turn exert 
their influence on the inhabitants. His 
buildings become more than simply use- 
ful objects. 


Towns New and Old 


Coming to an old town with 
reminiscences of the Middle Ages we 
find a very special environment. It may 


be a fortified rock which offers only 
very limited space for the inhabitants. 
Such a town, from outside wild and 


fierce, from inside a friendly precinct, is 
more than an interesting rocky mass. It 
is not only a piece of sculpture; for 
centuries it has given form to a small 
society, has restricted the outlook of 
those people who lived and died there, 
has moulded their minds. But fortifica- 
tion and protection, which once were so 
essential, later became unnecessary and 
a new era began in protest against the 
romantic irregularity of the old town. 
Young people found the cramped con- 
ditions of a medieval city unbearable. 
Urban life, they felt, should be more 
civilised and dignified. A new town was 
founded with noble streets, all very 
regular, wide and open, leading to grand 
squares and graceful circuses. While the 
old town was perched high like an eagle’s 
nest, the new town articulated the gentle 
slopes down to the sea with classical, 
horizontal masses. Can tnere be any 
doubt that also the new town exercisec 





The theme of the famous Floral Clock in Princes-street gardens this summer is the centenary of the Edinburgh AA. A view 
uf the clock and surround, taken on Sunday, is shown on the left. The other picture is of the entrance to the new Bus Station 
which has broken into George-square 
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a strong influence on the people who 
came to live in it? Must not such 
environments result in a mentality of 
balance and good manners, of harmony 
and order ? 

We, the children of a much later 
period, can—in spite of all contrasts— 
appreciate the charm both of the old 
town and the new. We understand that 
it is vain to strive for eternal beauty. The 
values of architecture are relative, not 
absolute. The art has its importance as 
a means of expression, as all art has, and 
must be judged and interpreted from its 
own conditions. 

We can go through the whole of history 
and always find the most complete cor- 
relation between social organisation and 
architectural expression. This fact can 
lead to the theory that the architect is but 
the mouthpiece of society. This is simpli- 
fied in the idea that every period has what 
the Germans would call its Zeitgeist, a 
spirit of the time, and that this spirit, 
like other spirits, expresses itself in a sort 
of automatic writing with the architect 
as the unconscious medium and the build- 
ings as the stone record of mankind. It 
sounds very good, but these metaphors 
do not explain anything. There is, in 
fact, no time-spirit, no single being that 
expresses itself but a number of human 


beings with a common pattern’ of 
behaviour. And where in all this does 


architecture come in? That is our prob- 
lem: What is cause and what is effect? 

The Architect's Special Gifts 

In my interpretation of history the 
artist has often been far ahead of his 
time. He acts as a sort of inventor. His 
special gift is to imagine combinations 
and form ideas which nobody else can 
visualise. He removes the boundaries of 
human apprehension. He may consider 
it his mission to go against all set ideas 
of right and wrong in his art. He may 
shock his contemporaries and yet be a 
classic to later generations. It is sur- 
prising to see how the French succeeded 
in making Versailles an appropriate set- 
ting for an absolute monarchy only a few 
vears after Louis XIV had seized absolute 
power. This would not have been possible 
if it were not based on ideas which artists 
had been discussing for centuries. 
Versailles and all that it stands for is a 
fulfilment ef a long development which 
we can trace back to the Middle Ages 


THE CENTENARY MED- 
AL of the Edinburgh Archi- 
tectural Association 
presented to Professor Robert 
H. Matthew by Mrs. J. A. H. 
In the 
centre is Mr. A. Esmé Gor- 
don, the Association's Presi- 
dent. A full diary of the 
Centenary proceedings, 


being 


Mottram on June 1}. 


in- 
cluding the symposium on 
* The Architect and Society, 
begins on page 1024 


and which influenced all arts 
the fine art of politics. 

We cannot claim, however, that art is 
always in advance of its time. After 
the revolutionary work of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries—the magnifi- 
cent town plans and the epoch-making 


including 


architecture —- came the _ stabilising 
eighteenth century when Rome as an 


architectural monument finally matured 
—— when the lesser architects with dis- 
crimination and talent followed in the 
footsteps of the great masters and com- 
pleted the city in the spirit in which it 
was started. It was a stabilising and 
ripening period, the radiant Indian 
summer after the storm-swept Spring of 
the Renaissance. 

We who live in the twentieth century 
feel that we too are living in a storm- 
swept Spring of great social changes, and 
architecture cannot be unaffected by it. 
It is our great responsibility to create 
new frameworks for coming generations 
and we must do it in our own idiom. In 
the nineteenth century architects saw it 
as their problem to design monumental 
edifices and houses for the well-to-do. At 
the School of Architecture of the Danish 
Academy of Art a typical assignment was 
a royal hunting lodge or a cathedral for 
a Scandinavian city. Today in our classes 
we design blocks of flats and neighbour- 
hood units. We know that all scientific 
and technological progress is based on 
extensive co-operation and good team- 
work. But nevertheless that which seems 
to arouse most interest in the architec- 
tural world to-day is still sensational 
works by individual masters. Not since 
the days of Bernini have there been archi- 
tects who have enjoyed the fame of a 
Frank Lloyd Wright or a Le Corbusier. 
To many of us this seems an obsolete 
tendency, a hangover from the nine- 
teenth century greatly intensified by the 
efficient methods of modern publicity. 
For my own part, I cannot help feeling 
that this is somewhat out of keeping with 
our times, this cult of the * master,’ this 
hero worship of the individual. 

But yet I understand that in a time of 
change we must attach great importance 
to each new experiment. We must try 
the new paths as they are opened—and 
here is where the individual artist comes 
in as the man who shows us what we 
hitherto have not been able to visualise. 
Nevertheless it is still a paradox that— 
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in a very technical age and at anti 
when we put all our faith in collenie 
work we idolise buildings which es 
like colossal sketches carried out jn he 
size—inspiring sketches, I'll admit, whic) 
look very handsome in photographs bu 
which in reality are often completeh 
amateurish as far as technique 
quality are concerned. a 

1 believe that the architect has 
special duty in our time —besides being 
the experimenting, inspiring artist,  }, 
must fight for quality in architecture, Th 
successful struggle for better living ¢gp, 
ditions for the worker, the labo 
unions, the extensive specialisation hae 
these tendencies have had the disastroys 
result that the artisan no longer takes the 
same personal interest in the quality 
his work as in old times. — To-day th 
architect should not only be designer, }; 
must also be the man whose speci 
interest it is to see that the work is carria) 
out in the best possible manner. Beside 
the great innovators, society needs a grey 
number of anonymous workers—com. 
petent and reliable architects, workin 
both in the office and on the buildin 
site. They should unite — technic)! 
knowledge with high aesthetic cop. 
science—men who understand the artistic 
ideas of to-day and who ain bring them 
safely into the world of reality. Archi. 
tecture. like great orchestral works 
must be performed by a large number o 
co-operating artists whose personalities 
merge in the collective endeavour, | 
believe that the future of architecture i 
dependent upon our ability to train such 
young architects who will be capable o! 
performing the music of oir fine art. 

Discussion 

Opening a_ discussion on __ Professor 
Rasmussen’s paper, LORD SemMpPILL_ offered 
some comments on some of the architecture 
being produced today. ‘We should be on 
the verge of a new age in architecture,’ cor 
tinued his lordship, ‘vet when I look 3 
the United Nations building in New York 
I feel that a mistake has been made. That 
building, as Lord Samuel had_ said, 
scarcely the symbol of an enduring civilizi 
tion. We should approach the public from 
a different angle to that of the architects 0! 
the U.N. building. ‘ Return may be mor 
compelling than advance.” ’ 

After praising the winning design fo: 
Sydney Opera House, Lord Sempill si 
that we saw so little contemporary arch 
tecture in comparison with traditional stui 
The public attitude might be summed Uy 
in a comment made on a new building t 
an Edinburgh newspaper: * As the buildin 
is not visible from the street, the archite 
has been free to design in a contempore 
manner!’ We needed more architecture ( 
the type exemplified by the proposed me 
University Library, Edinburgh; New Zealat 
House, London, or Coventry Cathedral 
all of which had been designed by Edinburg 
architects. 

The discussion was continued by Mi 
RICHARD SHEPPARD, FRIBA. He mls 
start, he said, by referring to Profess 
Rasmussen’s contribution—bea utifull 
imaginative in metaphor, exact and acu 
in history. By and large he accepted ! 
argument —that the architect's — S00 
function was to point to the future forms 
but where did it get us? Were archite: 
to be employed to satisfy the megalomar 
of Press Lords or Ministers of Defence ° 
to ensure the recognition of the 20th ce 
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tury’s expression of social forms? While 
he agreed with Rasmussen’s dictum that * An 
architect’s duty is to serve the society 


‘a which he lives.’ he thought it was true 
hilosophically but not necessarily _ his- 
trically. Nevertheless, it was the oniy basis 


on which present-day society could be 
interested, and thereiore the profession’s 
functions as architects in making for society 
should be examined, remembering that archi- 
tects no longer worked for the patron but 
for the taxpayer. 

Architecture might be defined as_ the 
organisation of requirements into significant 
and visible forms. though its formal values 
could only be seriously considered after satis- 
faction of functional and physical prob- 
joms—planning. cost and efficiency. At the 
same time we should not denigrate empiric 
results. Le Corbusier and Frank Lloyd 
Wright often arrived at results imaginatively 
which painstaking research might support. 

On the physical side of architecture (con- 
tinued Mr. Sheppard) we had to accept that 
there was a general failure of communica- 
tion between the architect’s profession and 
the society it served. He agreed with Mr. 
Richard Llewelyn Davies who, in an article 
reprinted from the Architectural Record, had 
written: “We have made real progress in 
integrating design with construction, but very 
little in integrating it with function... And 
again: “What we want is specialist know- 
ledge freely available, not specialized men.’ 
When we improved in those directions, we 
should satisfy the community in one field 
and meet Rasmussen’s conditions. Remedies 
were better standards of education and train- 
ing, directed towards enabling architects to 
take a greater degree of responsibility. 


Lack of Impetus 


Discussion was continued by PROFESSOR 
Robert MATTHEW, who said that architects 
in Scotland had for a long time suffered from 


a lack of progressive thought in many 
quarters, particularly on the part of 


those who had been in a position to influence 
arge-scale development. With that singular 
lack of impetus and encouragement from 
outside, it became all the more important 
that architects as a profession should have 
taken the initiative, but it had to be admitted 
that for far too long architects were content 
with their marginal, if decorative, position 
on the fringes of social life. 

‘But within the last 25 years much has 
lappened. The proportion of total build- 
ng now in the care of architects is vastly 
greater than it has ever been in our history. 
and we can how ithese opportunities 
have been seized, in some cases with out- 
standing success. I am thinking, for 
instance, of the work of the Regional Hos- 
pital Board, which seems quite admirable 
oy international standards.’ But that more 
central position in which the profession now 
‘ound itself had its obvious danger points: 
te community now expected from the archi- 
fect a great deal more than it had done in 
ihe past. and 


see 


eR: architects must judge as 
: jectively as possible whether in their 
modes of thought and practice they were 


tully In step with the times. 
: Ne sometimes think and speak of our- 
“aie as leaders of a team,’ continued 
fofessor Matthew, ‘but do we, in fact. 
ve ag — lead the building industry? 
ee Bee large question but one we have 
lot ar attempted to face. and I believe 
has fundamental cne. We are almost 
oo from science and technology on 
= tg — and from the building crafts 
a Bw At the bottom of it all is 
cuted ” to education. Here we find a 
ss we uation that still allows architects 
be = € virtually without any education 


These are large questions, and there are 


cthers even more important—and we are a 
small Association. But there are other 
groups up and down the country who are 
equally alive to the necessity to examine 
in a fresh light the basic tenets of our pro- 


fession. Mr. Sheppard knows this more 
than anyone else, and as we enter our 
second century we might, with advantage, 


become as an Association a new bud on an 
old tree—perhaps even a prickly one. Above 
all, let us not be afraid of self-criticism. 
Professor Rasmussen has spoken about our 
responsibility for quality; I get the impres- 
sion that here in Edinburgh our standards 
of comparison have been unduly restricted, 
and to that extent our capacity for judg- 
ment of our own work may have been 
impaired. Remembering that small countries 
are outstandingly the leaders ia architectural 
thought to-day, let us take heart from our 
own past—a small group of young men in 
the eighteenth century made Edinburgh for 
a time the focus of the world! I hope that 
this discussion will not terminate with the 
end of the proceedings to-day and that we 
as an Association will further examine, in 
a constructive way, these matters.’ 


No Unified Directive 


Mr. Eri 
the United 


STEVENSON thought that we in 
Kingdom lacked the unified 
directive that Danish architects seemed to 
have. Regarding Professor Rasmussen’s 
remarks on the eternal veritics and their 
application to the social scene, hz wondered 
whether—for all their apparent success 
in a visual way—some of the newer Conti- 
nental buildings represented any great step 
forward. 

Mr. MICHAEL LatrRD asked for guidance 
on two points. First, taking up = Mr. 
Sheppard’s reference to a change in patron- 
age to agencies who were interested very 
particularly in £ s. d., would it therefore 
not be wise for the architectural profession 
to be able to conviace ciients that they could 


save at least the amount of their fees? 
Second, should there not be more oppor- 
tuaity for criticism of buildings, provided 


that the architect had the chance to reply? 
Answering the first point. MR. SHEPPARD 
felt that the first step should be to find out 





The new Marks & Spencer store on 
Princes-street 
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if the public could aiiord to put up buildings; 
later, architects could set out to prove that 
they were efficient. Taking the second 
point, PROFESSOR MATTHEW said that, as a 
former official architect, he had been used 
to having his buildings criticised, and per- 
sonally welcomed it. He thought that the 
architect doing better work also welcomed 
criticism, though some were fearful of 
inhibiting critics in the public Press. 

Mr. INGLIS (SSHA) said he thought it was 
an architect’s job to be able to give his 
client an exact picture of his financial 
commitment. Ought not the profession to 
give more attention to this? 


Firmer Attitude Needed 


ProressoR MATTHEW, answering _ this 
point, said that he had had much experi- 
ence of the discrepancies between estimates 
and the final costs: though not his fault, the 
architect could help by taking up a firmer 
attitude all round. 

Mr. Hate asked whether the comparison 
made between architecture and a motor car 
was good. Was there not in architecture 
some more enduring quality? 

Mr. ALAN Retacn felt that more informal 
architectural criticisms were needed. They 
were a stimulus to architects. 

Mr. ALEX STEELE said that he had never 
vet received a genuine criticism of any of 
his buildings from an architect. One 
could hardly expect it from an uninformed 
public and. failing that, the only comment 
of value could come from the designer's 
brother architects. On the subject of archi- 
tectural education, we were not doing 
enough. Every young architect should find 
the PhD degree easy and should remember 
that a diplema never carried the weight of 
an arts degree. As a final point, Mr. Steele 
suggested that architects should not quarrel 
so much among themselves in public. 
the point of 


Mr. RicKARD Moira, on 
securing guidance from clients, said that 
local authorities and government depart- 


incoherent when it 


ments were often quite 
1 was 


came to giving their requirements. It 
true that society sometimes got the archi- 
tecture it deserved. but sometimes it did very 
well if it was a cultured society. 


Some Points Answered 


Answering some of the points raised in 
discussion PROFESSOR RASMUSSEN _ Te- 
affirmed his view that there was no ideal 
architecture: that must vary as the country 
varied. He agreed with Mr. Sheppard 
that architects must keep in close touch with 
the public and with sociologists. He did 
not believe in public criticism of buildings 
by one practising architect of the work of 
another, but he did feel that here was an 
opportunity for some of the younger people 
with the gift of writing to go in for criticism. 

A vote of thanks to Professor Rasmussen 
and to the three principal speakers in the 
discussion was felicitously proposed by Mr. 
GrorGE LAWRENCE (Senior vice-President) 
and carried by acclamation. 


Other Functions 


On Saturday evening a reception was 
held in the Galleries of the Royal Scottish 
Academy. when members and guests were 
received by the Provost Mr. Esmé Gordon, 
and Mrs. Gordon. On Sunday morning 
there was a Special Service of Dedication in 
St. Giles’s Cathedral when the sermon was 
preached by the Very Reverend Charles L. 
Warr. Hon. FRIBA. Afterwards a tree 
was ceremonially planted in George-street 
by Mrs. Esmé Gordon, thus underlining the 
architects’ interest in civic design and land- 
scape. 
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Restoration & Additions, 


LLANDAFF 
CATHEDRAL 


Architect: GEORGE G. PACE, FSA, FRIBA, 


Consulting Architect to the Dean and Chapter 


Consulting Engineers: OVE ARUP & Partners 
HINKINS & FREWIN, Ltd. 
G. V. WILLIAMS 


Builders: 


Genera! Foreman: 
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The Pulpitum, sculpture by Sir Jacob Epstein 
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ANY of those who have written about the 

Cathedral during the last 100 years have com- 
mented on its rather 
referred to it as an 


Immediately before the war damage the Chapter 


uninteresting exterior and 
overgrown parish church. 
House was the only projection of any size from the 
main body of the Cathedral, and this, together with 
Prichard’s South-West Tower and Spire. provided 
the picturesque elements. It seemed to the architect 
that the large new Chapel and the series of Vestries, 
which were needed as part of the reconstruction, 
could be sited so as to play a definite part in bringing 
greater interest to the exterior of the Cathedral as a 
whole. The extent of the new buildings and the diver- 
sity of their size and use could and should be turned 
to good account. 

In the north-west corner of the churchyard stands 
a building known as the Prebendal House—a much- 
restored and extended building used for meetings, to 
house the Chapter Library and the choir’s practice 
room. It soon became apparent to the architect that 
a great increase in the visual and spatial effects of the 
exterior of the Cathedral would come about if the 
nave could be linked to the Prebendal House. This 
would also 
covered way would be formed between Cathedral 


have several practical advantages—a 


and Prebendal House. the heating of all the buildings 


could be from one boiler house in the basement of 


the Prebendal House. and the existing Song Room. 
kitchen. 
integrated with the new Vestries, Verger’s and other 
rooms. 
fell naturally into shape. 

The Welch Regiment Chapel could be at right 


cloak rooms, hall and library could be 


Thus the basic layout of the new buildings 


The Welch Regiment 
Chapel from the west with 
the processional way lead- 
ing out to the left 


KEY TOPLAN: 


Cloakroom 

Tool store 

Stairs to choir vestry 
Processional Way 


wp wn — 


Verger’s room and main switch 
room 


Archbishop's vestry 
Store 
Welch Regiment Chapel 


2 OND 


Pulpitum at entry to the choir 


S 


Presbytery 

Il. Nave 

12. Lady Chapel 
13. Chapter house 


= 


. Prebendal house 


W. The position of the west front 
of Wood's Italian temple; the 
plan is indicated on the floor by 
using a differently coloured 
stone paving. The new work is 
shown solid black, linking the 
Prebendal house with the 
cathedral. 


angles to the Cathedral, and only need take up two 
bays of the north wall of the North Aisle. It could 
be the same height as the aisle wall, would provide 
an excellent foil to the Jasper Tower when the 
Cathedral is viewed from the north-east. and would 
compose well with the Tower, the new buildings and 
the Prebendal House as seen from the west or from 
the steep paths which approach the Cathedral from 
The Green. The connecting link or Processional Way 
and the ancillary rooms could be low buildings, with 
the Choir Vestries and other minor offices in a two- 
storeyed extension to the existing east wing of the 
Prebendal 
adopted. 
which were envisaged can be savoured. 

A central boiler house has been formed in the 
basement of the Prebendal House. The new buildings, 
the nave and the Presbytery have. or will have, under- 
floor heating coils. The other portions of the Cathedral 
retain their existing radiators and are connected to 


House. This is the scheme which was 


It is now built, and the various groupings 


the new circulation mains. 

The electrical installation is in Pyrotenax, with 
switching from the Verger’s room. All the light 
fittings, of oak, have been designed by the architect. 


The Pulpitum 

In medieval days Llandaff Cathedral had a pulpi- 
tum in the third bay westwards from the entrance to 
the Presbytery. This pulpitum and the stalls existed 
at least to the date of Browne Willis’s survey. When 
Prichard restored the Cathedral. he did not provide 
a pulpitum or any marked subdivision in the length 
of the Cathedral. except for the blocking of the lower 
part of the Bishop Urban arch by the reredos con- 
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The Welch Regiment Chapel 





SECTION THROUGH THE PULPITUM AND NAVE 











taining the Rossetti paintings. Thus the interior was as 
more like a large parish church than a cathedral. The ' T 
interior has now been designed as a cathedral. In hi pe 
this the new nave ceiling. the subordinate ceilings of ar W 
the aisles, the lowering of the Presbytery arch. the Psi | \ 
Presbytery roof soaring far higher than any other E eed e le 
roof, the unblocking of the Bishop Urban arch, the , 5 
revised floor levels and the view into the Lady Chapel 5 al 
all have their parts to play : but. by themselves. these ia s| 
would not produce a cathedral atmosphere. — re 
On entering the Cathedral the eye must be prevented 4 T 
from seeing all at a glance. The way to the High Altar SC 
must be veiled, vista must open upon vista: from the Pp 
moment of entry the journey to the High Altar ba 
should be by subtly designed stages. In producing ie 
these conditions a pulpitum has a great part to play. PLAN AT TWO LEVELS THROUGH THE PULPITUM 
But in a cathedral as small as Llandaff there are of ¢ 
—~ ° ° AND THE ECHO ORGAN BLOCK. . 
difficulties, since the whole must be used as a single full. 
unit ; a nave altar is impracticable. ee ae eee eee eae desi 


Thus the Llandaff pulpitum has been evolved to 
satisfy the following factors: tr 
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The pulpitum from underneath 
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CROSS SECTION 


To leave the west-east vista open at floor level. 


as the Cathedral is also used as a parish church. 


To enable the Norman arch to be seen, and. if 


possible, suitably framed, when entering by the 
west door. To provide a definite * block” in the 
West-east vista at a height of 25 ft. from the floor 


level. 


The *‘ block’ to be interesting in shape in itself 


and so designed as to heighten the spatial relation- 

ships of the interior. For practical and acoustic 

reasons the ‘ block” to house the Echo Organ. 

The * block’ to be a theological affirmation in the 

sense of medieval architectural design rather than a 

purely intellectual approach to architecture. The 

whole of the modern equivalent of a pulpitum to be 

4 vital work of art of to-day. 

The solution was evolved after nearly four years 
of experiment, including the making of models and 
full-size mock-ups in the Cathedral. Basically the 
design consists of : 

An arched unit spanning the nave and springing 
from the floor level within the bay spacing of the 


Restoration & Additions, 
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north and south arcades and on the site of the 
medieval pulpitum. A platform unit at the apex 
of the arched unit, carrying the blocking unit 
which also houses the Echo Organ. The theological 
affirmation is implicit in the design as a whole and 
the part played in it by the Majestas. 
The closest collaboration has been possible between 
the Dean and Chapter, the architect and the sculptor. 
Sir Jacob Epstein, at all stages of the project. 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 

Doulting and Portland stone, The Bath and Portland Stone 
Firms, Ltd.; Forest of Dean Stone, The Forest of Dean Stone 
Firms, Ltd.: foundation stone and lectern pedestal, William Clarke ; 
copper roofing, Frederick Braby, Ltd.; leaded glazing, Bristow 
Wadley and Co., Ltd.; asphalting, The Western Trinidad Asphalte 
Co., Ltd.: electrical installations, Alger, Ltd.; wood block floors, 
Hollis Bros. :; chapel furniture, William Anelay, Ltd., William 
Clarke ; Altar Cross. candlesticks and floor plates, James 
Dixon and Sons, Ltd.: crucifix figure, Michael Murray; frontal and 
missal cushion, The Royal School of Needlework; regimental 
badges, inscriptions, etc.. G. A. Kaye (carver), Bellerbys (Decora- 
tors), Ltd.; wrought iron Altar rails, etc., W. Dowson; special book 
bindings, cere cloth and dust cover, A. R. Mowbray. Ltd.: flower 


jugs, Heal’s; carpet, Anglo-Persian Carpet Co., Ltd. Before the 


present contractors took over, the builder was William Clarke. 
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Model, viewed from the east. The Embassy 
residence, by Lutyens, is on the left 


OFFICE BUILDING for the British Embassy, Washington, USA 


ERIC BEDFORD, CVO, ARIBA, Chief Architect, Ministry of Works 


en /, 
IRESIDENCEY 
UY LLL 


SITE PLAN 





HE Ministry of Works is to build new offices in 
Washington to bring together the 550 staff of the 
British Embassy, United Kingdom Missions, and 
delegations who are at present working in temporary 
buildings in the Embassy grounds and in_ hired 
premises in other parts of the city. The new building 
is estimated io cost £1.150,000. 

Work on the new offices is planned to start during 
tne latter part of 1958 and should take about 18 
months to complete. The plans have been fully 
explained to the appropriate authorities in 
Washington. These include the Commission of Fine 
Arts, the National Capital Planning Commission and 
the District Zoning Commission. 
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The site,ttwozacres of wooded land, adjoins the 
north-west boundary of the existing residence and the 
The 
ground slopes steeply from the south-west to the 


main frontage will be to Massachusetts-avenue. 


north-eastern corner and the only access for vehicles 
is from Observatory Circle. 

There is a central court on two levels, the lower 
being the main vehicle access from Observatory Circle 
which passes under the building. The upper terrace 
is over the garage and workshops and provides parking 
space for 30 cars. The present scheme will improve 
the entrance, parking and exit of cars attending large- 
scale functions 1n the residence. There will be room 
to park 214 cars, of which 20 will be under cover. 

A circular single-storey building some 62 ft. in dia. 
with a flat domed roof will provide the main con- 
It will 
be able to seat 250 people and will have movable 


ference hall, to be used for various purposes. 


partitions, with separate cloakroom facilities and it is 
connected by a low glazed lobby to the main building. 


The building will have reinforced concrete frame 
with reinforced concrete floor slabs without beams, 
allowing for flexibility in the planning of the internal 
offices. The main office block is to be faced with 


multi-colour facing bricks and Indiana limestone 
similar to the material used in the existing Residence 
and Chancery. The windows will be of aluminium 
recessed in stone surrounds with the lower parts in 
limestone panels. The flat domed roof of the confer- 


ence hall will be covered with copper. 


A high-velocity conduit system will be provided for 
This will 


follow the vertical drop system and will save much 


the heating and cooling of the building. 


space and floor area. Both the air conditioning and 


the heating plant will be housed in the basement. 
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Main entrance doors 
HE New Secondary School at the Nicolson 
Institute, Stornoway, was opened by Sir John 
Stirling, KT, MBE, DL, TD, Convener of the County 
Council of Ross and Cromarty. The new school, which 
is the largest of its kind in the Highland Area, has 
been designed to accommodate 750 pupils of the 
Secondary Department of the Nicolson Institute. 
The building and adjoining playing fields have been 
completed in three years at a cost of approximately 
£300,000. 

The new school is situated in Springfield-road 
with an uninterrupted view on its southern and main 
elevation towards the Minch beyond the Arnish 
Lighthouse. Considerable difficulty was encountered 
at the planning stage because of space restrictions on 
the site and also because of the slope of the ground 
between Goathill-road and Springfield-road. These 
difficulties led to the adoption of a double-banked 
system of classrooms opening off both sides of the 
corridors. 


The heating system on the low-pressure hot-water 
principle serves pipes and radiators. Warm water is 
provided to pupils’ wash hand basins through locked 
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thermostatically controlled mixing valves. 

Floors are thermoplastic tiles in all classrooms 
and corridors ; cork tiles in administration rooms, 
library and film projection room; and Apa wood 
blocks in entrance hall and assembly hall. The 
gymnasium is floored in oak. All lavatories and 
showers have terrazzo floors and dadoes. African 
walnut has been used in the construction of the 
joinery of the entrance hall, assembly hall and library. 

The school precincts are laid out with tarmacadam 
paths and play areas, seeded grass lawns and dwarf 
walls built in whinstone which was quarried at Ness 
in Lewis. The rear area of the school leads through 
spacious shelter accommodation to the playing fields 
which have been designed on two levels to provide 
pitches for football and hockey. Two tennis courts 
adjoin the playing fields. 

Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 

Briggs and Sons, Ltd. ; supporting ceilings, 
Wm. Gibson and Co. (Builders), Ltd. : metal windows, Henry 
Hope and Sons, Ltd. : pressed metal work, Henry Hope and 
Sons, Ltd. : electrical installation, Campbell Bros., Ltd. : heating 
system, G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd. ; floor finishes, The Marley 


Tile Co., Ltd. : preparation of the grounds, En-Tout-Cas Co., Ltd. ; 
whinstone, Angus MacLeod and Sons. 


Roofing, Wm. 


From the north 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
The ‘ Registration > Judgment 


To the Editor of The Builder 


‘IRIs your correspondent * Spero ° 
s correct in suggesting in your last 
issue that, after the recent judgment of 
ihe High Court, architects who are only 


registered will be able to ‘join whatever ° 


other occupations they please to the prac- 
tice of architecture? It is clear, of 
course, that the Council's existing Code 
of Professional Conduct cannot be 
applied to architects who were in prac- 
tice before the passing of the Act, but far 
from clear that this is not binding on 
those who have been registered since. It 
‘; not to be presumed that these 
practitioners, most of whom have quali- 
fied by examination, have accepted the 
obligations of the Code? It could be 
argued, indeed, that since the majority 
of registered architects are also members 
of the RIBA they are already pledged 
to observe a highly restrictive Code of 


Professional Conduct, and that the 
question of nonconformity has little 
point. 

That may possibly be so, but the 


position is very embarrassing for the 
ARCUK, who must be assumed to have 
two different classes of member with 
differing and indeed conflicting stand- 
ards of professional ethics, but both 
legally entitled to call themselves archi- 
tects. The confusion that must arise in 
the public mind from such a state of 
affairs needs no emphasis. 

The most important question pressing 
for an answer at the moment is whether 
the ARCUK has power under the Act 
to impose on those who have registered 
since the passing of the Act a Code of 
Professional Conduct prohibiting them 
from combining building, auctioneering, 
house agency, etc., with the practice of 
architecture. To a lay mind such as mine 
the recent judgment suggests that 
although a Code of Professional Conduct 
has no legislative sanction, the ARCUK 
has the right to impose one, but only with 
the consent of the members. Has that 
consent ever been obtained? If | am 





ean feo5— 


‘Tell us some more about 
your tour, Mr. Cross !° 


right in thinking it has not, then the next 
step is for the Council to take a plebi- 
scite of members, for or against a 
restrictive Code. 

It would seem that the future of the 
profession is again at hazard. No one 
wants a return of the pre-Act chaos that 
characterised it, and it would be little 
less than a tragedy if the new and hard- 
won status of the architect were to be 
jeopardised. Yet ihat is the threat of the 
recent judgment, which, nevertheless, as 
‘Spero’ pointed out, holds the promise 
of good in certain respects. Some hard 
thinking needs to be done by those in 
authority, and quickly. 

G. J. HOWLING. 

Wimbledon, SW19. 


The Municipal Building 
Surveyor 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The coming into operation of 

the 1952 Serizs of the Model Build- 
ing By-laws heralded a new era in 
building construction. These regulations 
allow for the first time within the history 
of building legislation the use of unlimited 
materials of construction provided the 
functional requirement of the particular 
materials or method of construction is 
deemed to satisfy the by-law standards. 
A survey of recently constructed build- 
ings makes it clear that this liberty has 
been welcomed and manufacturers of 
many new materials have undoubtedly 
put into operation some ‘high pressure’ 


salesmanship. The general public will 
naturally be wondering how _ these 
new materials will compare with the 


traditional methods and materials with 
which they have long been familiar. 

It is strange that in spite of all the 
publicity given to this new era of building 
freedom the person responsible for ensuring 
that these new methods and materials are 
suitably and satisfactory, namely, the local 
authority building surveyor or inspector, 
has received little or no mention. It is 
surely obvious that this officer must now 
possess greater qualifications than were ever 
before needed if he is to be capable of 
dealing with all the new technical problems 
arising in modern construction. He would 
also appear to be in need of an organisation 
to fully represent his profession and deal 
with his many problems. 

I feel sure that the organisation I repre- 
sent, i.e., the Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors. which includes 
among its members many of the leading 
municipal building surveyors in the country, 
can provide such a service. This organisa- 
tion has already in existence an examination 
of high standard specially prepared for 
municipal building surveyors and offering 
full corporate membership to successful 
candidates. In addition there exists with:n 
the Association an active committee com- 
posed entirely of municipal building sur- 
veyors representing some of the larger local 
authorities in the country. 

If our standards of building construction 
are to be protected and maintained within 
the now very wide scope of the present 
building bylaws it is essential that the 
officer responsible for the vital work of 
enforcing building regulations should be 
well represented and well qualified. I feel 
sure that the IAAS is well able to perform 
this function and I would be pleased to give 
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further details of membership and exempt- 
ing qualifications, etc., to any local authority 
building surveyor or inspector on request. 
R. F. Istep, General 
Secretary, IAAS. 


Belgrave-square, London, SWI. 


News of the Week 
The Bartlett School 


(THE report of the Bartlett School of 

Architecture, contained in the annual 
report for 1955-56 of University College, 
London, now issued, announces that in 
the course of the year the Directors of 
The Builder have created a new prize, 
for freehand drawing, of books to the 
value of 10 gns. 

During the session 1955-56 there were 
172 students in the School: 46 taking 
the Degree Course, 102 the Diploma 
Course, 17 the Certificate Course in 
Decoration, four taking Postgraduate 
Courses, and three taking the Certificate 
Course in the Preservation and Restora- 
tion of Historical Buildings. Ten students 
obtained the Degree in Architecture, and 
22 the Diploma in Architecture. Two 
students have been engaged by the Aus- 
tralian Government and are emigrating 
to the Commonwealth, and the others 
have had no difficulty in finding imme- 
diate employment. The number of 
students already accepted to begin the 
courses in Architecture and Decoration 
next session shows a marked increase over 
last year. 

During 1956-57 it is proposed to show 
at the College an exhibition of drawings 
from schools in the Commonwealth. 


29, 


-— 


Prices Meeting Urged 

A PROPOSAL that a meeting of all 
sections of the building industry should 
be convened to discuss stabilisation of 
prices has been submitted to Mr. Hugh 





New shopfront, Princes-street, Edinburgh 











ROBERT WEIR SCHULTZ WEIR.—R. W. S. Weir practised as an architect 


from 1893 until his death, at the age of 90, in 1951. 


Of the many works for which 


he was responsible, undoubtedly the Cathedral Church of All Saints at Khartoum 
was the most important, and it is proposed to erect a bronze tablet to his memory 


in the Cathedral. 
shown above. 


The tablet, which has been modelled by Herbert Palliser, is 
So far as possible his friends have been asked to subscribe to this 


memorial, but subscriptions are invited from those whom the letter may not have 

reached. Contributions, which should not exceed half a guinea, should be sent to 

Mr. A. B. Waters, MBE, GM, FRIBA, 103, Old Brompton-road, London, 
SW7, by whom they will be gratefully acknowledged 





Molson, Minister of Works, by Building 
Industry Distributors. 

Mr. T. M. Swain, president, making 
the announcement at BID’s annual 
meeting at Brighton on Tuesday, said the 
executive committee fully appreciated 
the importance of stabilisation to act as 
a deterrent to the constant rise in prices. 
Certain manufacturers had taken the lead 
in endeavouring to stabilise their prices 
in a period when the majority had 
found it impossible to do so because of 
fluctuations in costs of raw materials, 
wages, and fuel. 

In his presidential address Mr. Swain 
said that the proposed European free 
trade area would introduce a welcome 
element of competition into the British 
building industry. 

After emphasising that safeguards 
would be necessary against ‘dumping 
which went beyond reasonable competi- 
tion,’ Mr. Swain said he foresaw a return 
to the days when it was possible for 
builders’ merchants in this country to go 
to Europe and buy large quantities of 
building materials at prices substantially 
lower than those charged by British 
manufacturers. 


Dutch and Swedish Productivity 


Tue Association of Building Techni- 
cians recently sent a team to Holland 
and Sweden under the auspices of EPA 
to study productivity in the building in- 
dustry in those two countries. The team 
consisted of Messrs. S. Mayer, Colin 
Penn and F. E. Shrosbree. The team will 
make an advance report, illustrated with 
coloured camera shots, in the Building 
Centre, Store-street, WCI, at 6.30 p.m. 
today (Friday, June 7). 


Reading Architects’ Centenary 

THE CENTENARY is being celebrated this 
year of Messrs. Charles Smith and Son, 
architects and surveyors, of 164, Friar- 
street, Reading, the firm founded by 
Charles Smith in 1857. The latter was 
joined by his son, Mr. Charles Steward 
Smith, FRIBA, who became a partner in 
1893; from that time the firm has been 
known as Charles Smith and Son. The 
present senior partner is Mr. Eric 
Steward Smith, ARIBA, grandson of the 
founder. He was the first chairman of 


COMING EVENTS 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.— Mr. Saarinen 
on Architecture.’ By E. Saarinen. 34 Bedford- 
sq., WCl. 8 p.m. 

TIMBER BUILDING MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIA- 
TION.—Annual General Meeting, Café Royal. 
Regent-st., WI. 11.15 a.m. 

CENTRAL COUNCIL FOR THE CARE _ OF 
CHURCHES.—Modern Church Exhibition. St. 
Albans Abbey. (Cortinuing until June 22.) 


THURSDAY, JUNE 13 
SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANCIENT 
BUILDINGS.—* Country House Architecture from 
Burghley to Blenheim.” By Mr. John Summer- 
son, ARIBA. Victoria and Albert Museum. 
6.15 p.m. 
FRIDAY, JUNE 14 


ARCHITECTS’ REGISTRATION COUNCIL OF THE 
UNITED KiNGDOM.—Council meeting. 78, 
Wimpole-st., WI. 2.30 p.m. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 15 
SOUTHERN REGIONAL COUNCIL FOR FURTHER 
EpucATION.— Planning and Organisation.’ 
Regional building conference and crafts com- 
petitions. City of Portsmouth College of Tech- 
nology. 10.30 a.m. 
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the Berkshire, Bucks. 
of Architects. 


Unexpected Visitor 


Mr. FRANK LLoyd Waigyr th 
eminent American architect, arrive 
unexpectedly in this country on Saturday, 
June 1, and was received by Lt.cy 
A. E. Henson, TD, the immediate pas, 
president of the Incorporated Associatio, 
of Architects and Surveyors, 

In the company of Lt.-Col, A. E 
Henson he took the opportunity of Visit 
ing St. Paul’s Cathedral to renew ji 
personal interest in the work of Gi 
Christopher Wren. They also visite 
Westminster Abbey, the House of Com. 
mons, Hampton Court Palace and th; 
Royal Festival Hall. 

’ He left by plane for New York o 
Sunday evening. Mr. Wright is a 
honorary member of the IAAS, 
Dyrham Park Acquisition 

THE Ministry of Works is acquiring 
Dyrham Park, a late 17th-century man. 
sion about eight miles north of Bath, to 
preserve the house and its important 
family collection of furniture and pic. 
tures. The Historic Buildings Counci 
for England, in its annual report to the 
Minister of Works, laid before Parlia- 
ment on May 29, says it recommended 
the Minister to take this action and after 
restoration to transfer the property to 
the National Trust. 


Leverhulme Research Award 


THE trustees of the Leverhulme 
Research Fellowships have approved the 
award of a research grant to Mr. J. L. 
Berbiers, ARIBA, AMTPI, City Archi- 
tect and Planning Officer, Canterbury, for 
his work on urban reconstruction in 
Western Germany. 


National Parks Appointments 


Mr. HENRY BROOKE, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, has ap- 
pointed Lady Hopkin Morris and the 
Reverend H. H. Symonds members of 
the National Parks Commission. 


Professional Announcement 


The new address of Mr. JoHNn McLaren, Bs, 
ACGI, AMICE, AMIEE, AIAS, MCons., 
chartered consulting engineer, is 13 Victoria 
street, Westminster, SW1 (Tel.: Abbey 4047) 


FROM ‘THE BUILDER’ OF 189: 


Saturday, June 6, 1857 

Gas.—A trial of Mr. Knapton’s inven: 
tion for lighting railway carriages with 
gas has been made between York and 
Milford Junction, when a_ first-class 
carriage of the Great Northern was 
lighted with gas. Each of the three com- 
partments had an argand burner, allow 
ing newspapers to be read with east 
The apparatus is exceedingly simple. 
Underneath the floor of the carriage 
fixed the ‘dry, gasometer,’ composed 
mainly of galVanised rubber. When 
inflated, it contains 75 cu. ft. of gas 
which lighted three burners for rather 
more than eight hours, thus affording 
ample time to proceed from York to the 
metropolis without any want of ga 
Cost, it is said, would be a fraction under 
24d. whilst oil would be consumed 
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AMERICAN OFFICE PRACTICE 
Mr, Ely Jacques Kahn’s Talk to the RIBA 


A paper 


on ‘ American Office Practice’ was given to the Royal Institute of 


British Architects on Tuesday evening by the American architect, Mr. Ely Jacques 


abn, FAIA. 
ve extracts from the address: 


I" is obvious that most of us would 
prefer to give our efforts to the 
fascinating area of design, and trust that 
our beloved ideas would be realised as 
painlessly as possible, which happy idea, 
unfortunately, is not being realistic. The 
architect concerns himself primarily 
with design, the responsibilities of the use 
of many materials, plus the countless 
technical problems that arise, and has the 
hope that he will produce _safe and 
imaginative buildings. In this job, there- 
fore, the designer must be aware that 
an interesting design is only a part of 
the procedure to produce a good build- 
ing and the corresponding steps coinci- 
dent with design become important. 

A question may well arise as to how 
the architect is selected for the job. 
Actually, we have found that when a 
major situation develops, a small number 
of architectural firms are invited to meet 
with the client—explain what is presently 
being done, and whether a new project 
will fit into their programme. Fees are 
discussed, but the clients are fully aware 
of usual charges and there is relatively 
little sense of competition in this regard. 
It is not unusual for a client to arrange 
to pay a fee to the architect so that the 
programme can actually be formulated 
and following that step, proceed on a 
basis of actual costs, plus a fee, or more 
simply determine an actual amount 
computed on the presumed volume 
desired. 


Simpler Masses, Complex 
Mechanics 


Before entering into explanations of 
routine, you are aware, as we are, that a 
vital change is taking place before our 
eyes. Whatever you choose to label 
modern or contemporary architecture, 
buildings of our time reflect tendencies 
to toss away tradition, seek for simplicity, 
and above all, scorn ornament of any 
variety. Whether this is due to economics, 
lack of trained craftsmen, or a basic 
change in our philosophy, it is evident 
that we are dealing with, on one hand, 
far simpler masses; on the other, with 
many more complex mechanical features. 
Actually, the working organs of a 
modern building are so complicated that 
they bear a serious influence on the 
design, to say nothing of the cost, of the 
finished product. When I reflect on our 
structures, I often think of the relation- 
ship of a building to the human body. 
If the organs of the young woman func- 
tion well, her skin will probably be sweet 
and clear and have.little need of powder 
and paint. So the building; the inner 
working must likewise serve the purpose 
excellently and evidence in its exterior 


Sy Teflection of ,.good organism 


a Ornament will never compensate . 
| [or a poorly planned structure. 


Professor J. L. Martin, vice-President, was in the chair. Following 


Let us assume that we will concentrate, 
in diseussing office regime, on the tall 
office building. At the outset, we have 
in New York City, as in many of our 
cities, specific regulations that define use 
as to building type, area that can be 
covered and also height limits that vary 
with different zones. Beyond that, of 
course, is the Building Code that concerns 
itself with safety measures primarily. 
Where this set of rules becomes involved 
is in the matter of stairways and exits, 
and, particularly in a large building, the 
means of permitting many people to 
escape in any situation that might occur. 

None of our regulations pay any 
attention to the serious question of basic 
planning—whether there are more build- 
ings in one section than should be 
permitted, in view of transportation 
facilities, nor is there any municipal 
control whatsoever of design. The 
assumption, apparently, is that the exist- 
ing laws are purely preventative, and as 
long as there is no danger, the individual 
is free to do whatever he wants. 


The Zoning Envelope 


Our premise, quite simply, must be to 
assume that a site is selected and our 
job is to handle phases of the work that 
come under our jurisdiction. Our first 
task is to check the zoning characteristics 
and produce the zoning envelope. This 
is the theoretical volume inside of which 
the structure is to fit. This is determined 
by area, then a coefficient of so many 
times the width of the street or avenue 
noted in the code. Many variations 
develop with which I will not bore you, 
the important one being that of the tower 
privilege. As long as one remains inside 
of the envelope, the blocks normally 
recede until it no longer is practical to 
go higher. The tower, however, covering 
not more than 25 per cent. of the total 
area, can extend to any height and rises 
usually from the base blocks as the 
designer wishes. His restrictions in this 
event depend on the width of the adjoin- 
ing thoroughfares. 

The first rough sketches outline the 
position of the  facilities—stairways, 
elevators and shafts for mechanical 
services. The number. of elevators im- 
mediately becomes a crucial element, for 
it is an obvious ratio of how high to 
extend a tower as against the space 
remaining that can be used to advantage. 
There is also a pattern of increased cost 
mounting ‘with the increased height; all 
this balanced by presumed higher rental 
values in the upper spaces. A rule of 
thumb calculation of 35,000 ft. of floor 
area per [elevator] car gives a clue to the 
number required. 

Meetings begin to be held: in our office 
where the preliminaries are analysed by 
the real estate experts who’ will conduct 
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the renting of the space. We have pre- 
pared schedules of floor areas indicating 
their gross number as well as the amounts 
representing services. The subtraction 
leaves net rentable square feet. Having 
established a proposed floor to floor 
dimension, the cubic volume is also 
established. From this somewhat crude 
beginning, a theoretical cost and income 
appears as the first indication of the 
eventual picture. 

At these meetings another group 
emerges—the individuals representing 
loaning institutions. On most of the big 
structures, and varying in proportion as 
financial matters indicate, the larger pro- 
portion of the expenditures for the 
Operation stem from loans by insurance 
companies or banks. Their representa- 
tives are thoroughly able to gauge the 
validity of a project and have no 
hesitancy in expressing themselves if 
— discover something that they do not 
ike. 


‘Freezing the Plan’ 


Conversely, they do help, for their 
breadth of experience can be invaluable 
and without their approval the incipient 
monster may never raise its head. The 
meetings become fixed weekly sessions 
with recorded minutes, agenda covering 
subsequent meetings and, as the work pro- 
gresses, approvals are noted in all phases 
of the work. By this time, the mechanical 
and structural engineers have long since 
been working with us and recommenda- 
tions appear as to the spacing of columns 
which in turn suggest fenestration, air 
conditioning systems that call for vertical 
shafts for fresh air intake as well as 
exhausts. 

The plan begins to freeze as these 
major elements become fixed. In these 
large buildings, due mainly to the present 
demand for steel and the length of time 
required for delivery to the site, it is 
customary to buy the steel far in advance 
of finished drawings, the assumption 
being that a general scheme has been 
adopted and eventually the precise costs 
will be computed when all of the infor- 
mation is available. 

The risk one takes in purchasing steel 
material so far ahead must be balanced 
against the time one gains in being 
reasonably certain of having the skeleton 
frame when it is wanted. Although this 
theory pertains now, when active demand 
for steel still exceeds normal supply, the 
procedure is not necessarily a new idea. 
For over a very long period steel 
deliveries have always remained a prob- 
lem considering the time involved in 
starting with the architect’s drawings— 
the steel fabricator’s designs, the checking 
of one to the other, and eventually the 
certainty that when the foundations are 
completed there will be immediate 
activity on the structural frame. Time 
lost in this stage can be a very expensive 
luxury. 

The builder is selected and usually one 
that is well versed in this type of work. ° 
His first task is to present a budget com- 
puted from the sketches, then a time 
schedule that defines the periods starting 
from the demolition of existing buildings 
to the day when tenants can move into 
the new edifice. There is a little battle 
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developing at this moment, for the archi- 
tect must be extremely cautious that 
enough time is permitted him to function 
properly. Although the budget is as 
accurate as intelligent guessing can fore- 
see, and there are advantages in being 
able to purchase steel in advance on a 
tonnage basis, with delivery in so many 
months, as noted, the architect and 
engineer simply have to co-ordinate 
their work to fit this timetable. 


Planning the Services 


Before the design of the steel frame 
can be considered final, a whole series 
of further vital decisions are necessary. 
In our climate in New York, we have a 
few months of very warm weather. No 
new building of any importance would 
dare to ignore air conditioning. This is 
not merely cooling, but movement of air 
and exhausting contaminated air during 
the entire year. To bring fresh air into 
the building, and carry it to the spaces 
required, eliminating smoke in confer- 
ence rooms and, in general, produce 
ideal conditions, we need vertical shafts 
so placed that the horizontal runs of 
ducts will not be excessive. The ceiling 
heights, floor to floor, are concerned 
with the required depth of these ducts 
as well as another more or less accepted 
feature—acoustical ceilings with recessed 
lighting of established intensity, usually 
about 45 foot candles at desk level. 

The air conditioning analysis leads 
immediately to the amount of glass that 
the designer wishes. The marked varia- 
tion in cost dependent on this decision is 
the subject of vigorous discussion at the 
weekly sessions. In so many of our 


recent structures more and more 
glass appears, to the extent that a 
style has developed insistent on_ this 
superabundance of glass in_ spite 
of the additional cost of protecting 
the building from this surplus and 
eventual increased maintenance. Vari- 


ous types of windows have been used; 
pivoted, top and bottom, double hung 
and finally, sheets of glass that do not 
open at all. In turn this brings about 
contrivances to clean the glass from 
equipment fastened to the roofs or roof. 

Further development of the so-called 
glass box eliminates masonry com- 
pletely. Wise or not, the principle is to 
produce a skin of metal hoiding the 
glass, with the result, a shimmering block 
of glassy and stark simplicity. All these 
experiments bring up _ the natural 
questions of weather protection. The 
differences of temperature in our climate, 
the varying coefficients of expansion and 
contraction of metal and glass, the 
difficulties of being certain that the skin 
will withstand strong winds and intense 
storms are details that the designer of 
solid masonry structures of yesterday did 
not have to consider. There is the 
further matter of condensation where 
great variations of temperature inside and 
outside cause water to gather inside the 
metal skin. The design must provide for 
this moisture to disappear and not 
remain inside the wall. These are some 
of the matters that come up at the 
meetings, and as they proceed countless 
other questions arise. 

The elevators we assume to be fixed 


‘work is an exacting one. 


as to number, size and speed. The new 
element is that of cars without operators 
whatsoever. There have, of course, been 
many ancient cars operated by button 
control, but these new systems are so 
arranged that the timing of all of the cars 
in all of the banks is organised, depend- 
ing on the pressure moments of the day 
to develop a determined number of trips 
up and down per hour. Anyone stand- 
ing in the doorway will be protected by 
an electric eye from the car rising while 
he is in a danger zone, but the doors 
will automatically nudge him for a pre- 
scribed number of seconds to urge him 
to enter or leave. 

While we are considering mechanical 
features, a few other incidentals appear. 
In modern office buildings we are aware 
of the growing demand for electrical 


devices of every conceivable variety, 
including computing machines and 
other time-saving paraphernalia. This 


suggests necessary electrical outlets plus 
capacity for the required current. Tele- 
phones increase in number, so_ the 
electrical nerve centre of the building 
becomes far more than a panel board 
with a few fuses to replace. 

Another tendency of the moment and 
particularly in New York City, is to 
cease the type of operation that was 
customary a generation past. There 
were many modest investors who caused 
to erect equally modest buildings of 25 ft. 
to 100 ft. of frontage, where each struc- 
ture had its boiler plant for heating and 
the usual facilities of operations. At 
this moment, practically all of the build- 
ings under way are extensive in area, 
many covering one of our normal city 
blocks of 80,000 sq. ft. Inasmuch as 
there is high-pressure steam available in 
most of the city, and under municipal 
control, the boiler room has evaporated 
and with it the need for a staff of 
mechanics to run it. The big building 
can produce a great variety of space 
choices—restaurants, banking quarters, 
and is, in fact, a small city in itself. 


The Time Schedule 


The plans of the building having 
reached a reasonable status of decision, 
the time schedule pops up again, for the 
synchronisation of every phase of the 
Our streets are 
so active, particularly in the heart of 
New York, where the majority of these 
big buildings appear, that there is no 
space to store quantities of anything. 
The combined team of architect, con- 
tractor and all of his sub-contractors 
must organise schedules for approvals of 
plans, shop drawings and other required 
material. If there is the slightest question 
of delay in fabrication of any part of 
the structure, or of acceptance later by 
reason of requests for approval, some- 
one of the team will check immediately 
and inspect directly at a plant, no matter 
where it may be. The importance of 
timing of the production of plans and 
specifications through to the superinten- 
dence by our men at the job, daily 
discussions covering every phase, develop 
eventually in completing a major block 
in a surprisingly short number of 
months. 

The general contractor has, of course, 
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the task of translating our Plans | 
specifications into estimates, We id 
produced a very complete set of drawing 
and documents, as have our engineerin) 
consultants. The bidding list js approves 
by the owners and us, and later th 
figures are reviewed with full consider, 
tion of the ability of a potential ped 
contractor to do the required work in th 
allotted time. Often a concern has : 
much on contract that we question th 
it should take on more. P 


Later on, situations arise where pay. 
ments to general and sub-contractors a» 
requested, and these are reviewed by our 
job men and our office for recon. | 
mendations. No variations to any can. 
tract are permissible without signaturg 
of owner, architect and general contrac. 
tor. Verbal instructions are necessary 
but must be confirmed in writing. We 
know how simple it is for demands to 
arise a year or more later and how 
difficult it is then to recall discussions or 
to establish fair adjustments. 

_{ am only too well aware that situs. 
tions in my own lifetime have seen 
enormous changes, but at this moment, 
in planning the type of building I have 
been describing, we find that ceiling 
heights range, floor to floor, from II ft 
to 12 ft. and there are enterprising 
builders who have reduced these dimen- 
sions to 10 ft. 6 in. on the theory 
that they can squeeze more rentable area} 
in the fixed zoning envelope. Two fac- 
tors develop. One is that it is usual in 
buildings of reasonable quality to have 
a cinder fill of at least 3 in. over the 
concrete floor arches. On top of this 
fill—1 in. of finish. When these 4 in. are 
eliminated in a_ structure rising many 
storeys there are obvious savings, but the 
difficulty arises when under-floor duct| 
systems of electrical wiring are required, 
and they always are. It develops on 
occasion that in the urge to economise 
on dimension of floor-to-floor height, the 
structural engineer may propose shallow 
beams that appear glamorous for this 
one result, but actually call for heavier 
steel in the final design than would have 
developed if deeper girders and mor 
shallow beams were indicated. This 
merely indicates that the complete and 
satisfactory design of the building must 
cover a multitude of considerations that 
have to be balanced one against the other 
and decision must be made promptly and 
as wisely as the combined efforts of the 
building team can envisage. In line with 
these various matters come the necessary 
air conditioning ducts and exhausts. 
They must avoid puncturing the stet! 
and where the lateral runs are extensive, 
they have a habit of demanding space— 
all at the expense of the final clear ceiling 
height. We are becoming accustomed 0 
accepting 8 ft. as a minimum figure # 
the point where the deeper ducts emer 
from the vertical shafts—all_ of which 
sounds absurd when the basic floor-o 
floor figures are realised. Actually # 
great deal of care is required to ensult 
that very figure, remembering that the 
steel must be fire-proofed, the ceilings 
are customarily furred and weal 
plumbing connections to boot. h 
might be interested to know, incidental! 
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oy hen that very frequently the architect of the 
f deal building does not necessarily. handle -all 
engineer; the details for all of the tenants in his 
S appro tt suildings. We find, as-a matter of fact, 
later . that there. aré specialists who have broad 
Consider, experience with problems of office build- 
ential me ing layouts and they are very often 
vork in th brought 1n, first to analyse the avail- 
rn has * ability of the space and then to plan 
estion the precise arrangements of partitions, 

furniture or whatever else the individual: 

client may desire. 
/here pay. | . 
‘actors are | The Column Pattern 
ed by oy In determining the basic building plan, 
T recon’ the column pattern has important 
any co characteristics and when the primary 
Signatures features of stairs, shafts, toilet rooms 
| contra | and elevators fall into place, this column 
necessary, grid must adapt itself to eventual corridor 
ing. We planning and most particularly indicate 
Mands 0 that there is no extravagant use of steel 
and how by reason of the proposed scheme. Bays 
USSIONS or are normally in the neighbourhood of 

0 ft. Situations arise in planning a 
hat situa.  stracture where serious wind bracing is 
ave seen| demanded, a wider bay is desirable so 
moment, that the steel members can carry through 
g Ihave the depth of the building and permit a 
t ceiline simple framing plan. At the same time, 
om 11 ft this wide bay permits additional flexi- 


terprising 
e dimen- 
e theory 
able area } 
Two fac- 
usual in 
to have 
over the 
. of this 
4 in. are 
1g many 
, but the 
or duct | 
required, 
lops on 
onomise 
ight, the 
shallow 
for this 
heavier 
ld have 
d more 
. This 
ete and 
1g must 
yns that 
1 other 
ity and 
: of the 
ne with 
cessary 
chausts. 
ie steel 
tensive, | 
space— 
ceiling 
med to 
gure at 
emerge 
which 
oor-t0- 
jally 
ensure 
vat the 
veiling’ 
re alt 
You 
antally, 








bility in the fenestration pattern. You 
may note how the design problems con- 
stantly revert to the eventual building 
efficiency. These very windows must also 
be so arranged that a varying and satis- 
factory room plan may be developed. It 
is true that there are more and more 
evidences of open floor plans with the 
elimination of a multitude of private 
offices. The cause of the tendency is not 
necessarily one of economy but mainly 
the flexibility that can permit of immedi- 
ate expansion, contraction or simple 
elimination of space that can be of more 
service otherwise. 

Another potent detail is that our 
present laws do not permit city water to 
be wasted in the operation of the air 
conditioning system. Immense quantities 
of water were formerly dumped into the 
drainage system, but no more. We now 
provide for cooling towers on the roofs 
where the heated water can be cooled 
and recirculated. In turn, this presents a 
design problem for they are large, bulky 
and heavy. 

In every one of the big buildings, the 
question of garage accommodations arise. 
The city requires off-street accommoda- 
tion for trucks, based on the number of 
square feet of rentable space. From the 
point of view of income, the garage is 
of no consequence, for the space it 
requires could be used for equally profit- 
able purpose without requirements of 
special ventilation, service’ and the like. 
However, the value of having such a 
convenience very often outweighs the 
negative data and most of the big build- 
ings do incorporate ‘space for a limited 
number, far less than the building could 
use, were the necessary charges less 
burdensome. 
_ The eating problem is still another 
interesting development of this minor city 
of ours. Considering a population of 
roughly . 10,000 people in. the structure 
under consideration, theré obviously will 


be a demand ‘for varymg types of -accom-> 


modation.-All of this is most interesting 
except where we: become: involved: in 


handling flues, special plumbing, water. 


proofing of floors,: arrangements for 
handling garbage, as well as the delivery 
of comestibles to the various levels. 

Mr. Kahn concluded: ‘I trust that in 
my emphasis on organisation and purely 
technical matters I have not given you the 
impression that design and the quality of 
the building is of minor interest. The 
architect, in essence, is the conductor of 
an orchestra that is quite large and is a 
bit difficult to keep in tune. He must 
be aware that the emphasis on the tech- 
nological problems does not assume that 
the design factors are secondary in im- 
portance. In reverse, if the practical 
phases of the work can be controlled 
through reasonable competence, he 
should have the leisure and enthusiasm 
to devote the bulk of his time to the 
creation of a work of art. That noble 
goal, however, is not reached too easily, 
for what will be considered beauty 
tomorrow is anyone’s guess. All the 
designer can do is to try his best and 
be honest to his own convictions.’ 


OBITUARY 


Gilbert Jenkins 


OF Mr. GILBERT H. JENKINS, FRIBA, 
whose death was recorded in our last 
issue, Mr. F. R. Jelley, FRIBA, writes: 

At the ancient house in Old Bond- 
street, there was an environment I have 
never noticed elsewhere in the offices of 
any other architects; it was almost as 
though the Brothers Cheeryble, having 
retired from business in the realms of 
romance, had sub-let the property to 
Romaine Walker and Gilbert Jenkins on 
the understanding that the Dickensian 
atmosphere must be perpetuated there. 

Gilbert Jenkins, Coutts, Hofler and I 
worked on the floor above Romaine 
Walker, with Bates and Walsh in a fan- 
tastic annexe. A vast practice was con- 
ducted from those venerable rooms but 
I cannot tell how, for at times the top 
floor seemed to me to be a sort of con- 
vivial club where such famous craftsmen 
as J. Starkie Gardner, the metal worker, 
or Aumonier the carver, with his son 
Stacy, held prescriptive rights to take 
shelter from the rain and loll about, tell- 
ing merry tales. Large coal fires burnt 
in Open grates and the pleasant smell of 
beeswax pervaded the place, but there 
were no electric clocks to record 
the precise passage of time and I have a 
strong recollection that we often started 
the day’s work at about 5.30 p.m. 

From Gilbert Jenkins I learnt that, in 
London, the laws of ancient lights are 
far more potent than the laws of 
Vitruvius: He introduced me ta many of 
those obscure clauses in=the London 
Building Acts: which prove: so_ valuable 
to the private practitioner in later years. 
He persuaded. me not to whistle whilst I 
worked and to refrain from wearing flam- 
boyant neckties and flat-brimmed bowler 
hats. -He never scribbled on my full size 
details or altered the wording of my speci- 
fications, but he refused to take meals 
at. normal. intervals and I could never 
persuade him not to try to’ jump on to 
moving railway ‘trains. an 
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SOCIETIES 


ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSOCIATION 
The New Council — 

THE RESULT of the ballot for the election 
of the officers and council of the Architec- 
tural Association for the session June 1, 
1957, to May 31, 1958, is as follows :— 

President: John Brandon-Jones, ARIBA, 
AA. Dipl. 

Vice-Presidents: D. Clarke Hall, FRIBA, 
AADipl; H. T. Cadbury-Brown, FRIBA, 
AADipIl(Hons). ; 

Hon. Secretary: J. M. Austin-Smith, MC, 
TD, ARIBA, AADipIl. 

Hon. Treasurer: Edward Playne, DSC, 
FRIBA, AADipl. 


Hon. Editor: Neville Conder, ARIBA, 
MSIA, AADipI|(Hons). 

Hon. Librarian: J. Eastwick-Field, 
BArch(Lond), ARIBA. 

Ordinary Members of Council: B. L: 
Adams, ARIBA, AADipI.(Hons); 


D. A. C. A. Boyne; Anthony Cox, ARIBA, 


AADipl(Hons):; L. De Syllas, ARIBA, 
AADipl(Hons); G. Epstein, ARIBA, 
AADip|l(Hons); Gontran Goulden, TD; 


ARIBA (Past President); W. G. Howell, 


DFC, MA(Cantab), ARIBA, AADipl 
(Hons); John Lacey, FRIBA, AMTPI, 
AADipl.: Edward Mills, FRIBA; Peter 


Newnham, MC, ARIBA, AADip|(Hons);: 
Hilton Wright, ARIBA, AADipl. ‘ 


INSTITUTION OF 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
Council Elections, 1957-58 


AT THE ANNUAL MEETING of the Institution 
held on May 23, the following Honorary 
Officers and members of the Council were 
elected for the Session 1957-8: ' 


President: Professor Sir Alfred Pugsley, 
OBE, DSc(Eng), FRS. 

Vice-presidents: G. S. McDonald, MICE, L. 
E. Kent, BSc(Eng), Lt.-Col. G. W. Kirkland, 
MBE, J. Singleton-Green, MSc, E. N. Under- 
wood, BSc(Eng), and T. Breslin, MICE. 


Hon. Treasurer: F. R. Bullen, BSc(Eng); 
Hon. Secretary: Dr. F. G. Thomas, BSc; Hon. 
Editor: A. P. Mason, BSc; Hon. Curator:. H. 
C. Husband, BEng; and Hon. Librarian: Dr. 
D. D. Matthews, MA, MSc(Eng). Members of 
Council: Donovan H. Lee, BSc(Eng), A. L. 
Percy, BScHons, Gilbert Roberts, BSc(Eng), and 
B. Scruby, MSocCE(France). Associate Mem- 
bers of Council: G. B. Godfrey, and Dr. E. 
Lightfoot, BSc(Eng). 


EDUCATIONAL BUILDINGS 
Tenders ‘ More Competitive’ 


Tue County Education Officers’ Society 
is being asked to obtain information about 
the desirability of raising to £12,500 the -pre- 
sent limit of expenditure, without Depart- 
mental approval, on minor educational 
building projects. 

The request has been made by the County 
Councils’ Association on the recommenda- 
tion of its education committee. 

The association has also deferred for the 
time being its plan to urge the Ministry of 
Education to increase the limits of cost per 
place laid down by the Department. i 

It says it has taken this decision (inter 
alia) in view of the changed situation result- 
ing from ‘the more numerous and conse- 
quently more keenly competitive tenders at 
present being obtained by many county 
councils’ for new ‘school building projects.’ 
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Housing Needs of Elderly People 


RESULTS OF LCC INQUIRY 


T the request of the LCC’s Housing 
Committee, an inquiry has recently 
been made among the tenants of one- 
roomed flats and bungalows on LCC 
estates to obtain information on the re- 
actions of elderly people to various 
aspects of housing—e.g., whether they 
like to live in groups of single or two- 
or three-storey buildings, or in blocks of 
flats; which floor. do they prefer; and 
what are their views on such matters as 
outlook and surroundings. The results 
of the survey have now been reported to 
the Council's Housing Committee and 
their Development and Management Sub- 
Committee and will be available for 
reference in connection with the design 
and location of future dwellings for old 
people. 

Of the total of 200 households visited, 
185 (93 per cent) were persons living on 
their own and 15 consisted of husband 
and wife. Of those interviewed, 172 (86 
per cent) were women, 18 (9 per cent) 
were men and 10 (5 per cent) were 
husband and wife together. Of the 200 
dwellings, 119 were incorporated in the 
ground or first floors of the normal blocks 
of flats, 59 were in 2- and 3-storey blocks 
of flats built specially for old people and 
22 were in bungalows. 


Accommodation Preferred 


Although there was considerable 
variation in the needs and preferences of 
elderly people there was some evidence 
that flats or bungalows in a separate 
block or group were preferred to those 
that were mixed among family dwellings. 
The survey showed that one-half (51 per 
cent) of the elderly people (65 years and 
Over) at present living in blocks of flats 
where families are also accammodated, 
or in bungalows attached to family 
houses, would prefer to live in a separate 
block or group on their own; one-third 
(32 per cent) liked being with the younger 
people and the remainder (17 per cent) 
did not mind either way. 

The elderly people who were already 
experiencing living in a separate block 
or group had almost the same preferences, 
rather more than half (58 per centy liked 
this arrangement, a quarter (27 per cent) 
would prefer to be with families and the 
remainder (15 per cent) had no 
preference. 


The main reason given by those who 
preferred to live in a separate group of 
dwellings was to be away from the noise 
and disturbance of children. Only on 
three estates, where most of the neigh- 
bours were middle-aged and there were 
very few young children in the block, 
did more than half choose ‘mixed’ 
flats. The other reasons given for want- 
ing to live in a group on their own were 
the greater quiet with only one person 
in the flats rather than families and the 
more congenial atmosphere when they 
were with people of their own age and 
interests. 

On the other hand, the main reason 
for liking mixed accommodation was that 
the. neighbours were better able to help 


in case of illness or an emergency, and a 
number of people who preferred this 
type of accommodation said they had 
“nice neighbours.” Also mentioned was 
a genuine liking for families, particularly 
children, saying that they felt younger 
when in their company, whereas a few 
people said that all old people together 
was depressing, that they quarrelled and 
were bad tempered. 
Floor Preferences 

Although many elderly people were 
occupying the ground floor, only 62 per 
cent would choose it again, mainly for 
health reasons, while the others would 
prefer to be on the first floor or above. 
However, the popularity of the ground 
floor varied according to the type of 
accommodation. When the people inter- 
viewed were living on the ground floor 
of large blocks of flats with ‘ mixed’ 
accommodation, one half wanted to go 
higher, mostly to the first floor, whereas 
of those living in two- or three-storey 
blocks consisting of one-room flats only, 
less than a third did not like the ground 
floor. This is because the main reason 
for wishing to live above the ground floor 
is to be quieter and away from the noise 
of children and the nuisance of their 
play, e.g., balls against the windows, etc. 
Also mentioned was the fear of burglars 
and being unable to leave the windows 
open. 

However, all but one of the 22 house- 
holds in bungalows would choose to live 
on the ground floor and in bungalows. 
This type of dwelling is very popular 
because it is more independent than a 
flat, there is no one overhead, and (for 
some people) because it has a garden. 

Most people (78 per cent) on the first 
floor were satisfied, but to live above this 
floor without a lift, was found to be too 
much for most of the elderly people and 
the majority would move lower. 


Willingness to Go Higher 


All the people interviewed who were 
65 years of age or more and living in flats 
were asked their opinions about living 
higher (up to about eight or 10 storeys) 
if there was a lift. Just under a quarter 
said that they would be prepared to go 
higher, provided the lifts worked well. 

Age made a considerable difference to 
the way they responded, the proportion 
willing to go higher fell steadily with 
increasing years. 

A second important factor was 
whether they had used a lift before; of 
those who had, one half were willing to 
go higher, compared with only 13 per 
cent of those who had not. 

A much higher proportion who were 
already living on the third floor or above 
would be willing to go higher. 

The main reason for not wanting to 
go higher was the dislike of a lift. 59 per 
cent of the reasons were connected with 
the lift, 21 per cent with health dis- 
abilities, e.g. (blindness, blood pressure), 
and 11 per cent with a fear of heights. 

The main reasons for wanting. to go 
higher were to be quieter and to have the 
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better air. Almost a quarter said they 
wanted the top floor so there would }: 
no one overhead. 


Opinions on Outlook 


Among the people over 65 years of age 
about the same number preferred to look 
out on to a street with people and trafic 
going by, as preferred to see grass an 
trees and enjoy quietness. There was ; 
variety of opinion on each estate regard. 
less of their present outlook. 

When a scene of activity is preferred 
it is usually a moderately busy street, by; 
even where elderly people were living op 
a main road the majority said they pre- 
ferred it to living in a quieter side tur. 
ing. ,;To a considerable extent people 
get used to the noise of traffic (but not 
that of children by the flats) and generally 
speaking opinions about the busyness of 
the road are conditioned by what they 
have experienced. 

A school with a playground can be 
quite pleasant for the old people because 
they like to watch the children playing, 
giving displays and so on. Also, amongst 
many elderly people there is a keen 
appreciation of a well-kept garden and 
flowers, and no doubt a popular outlook 
would be one of a lawn and flowers by 
the flats with a residential road beyond, 
or on the other side of the block. 

On the whole those with the strongest 
opinions were in favour of a street; they 
wanted something ‘lively,’ it cheered 





them up and gave them an interest in life. | 


These people spent a considerable part of 


their time looking out of the window. | 


They said it would be ‘ dead and depress- 
ing’ if they had nothing to watch. 


Location of Dwellings 


The other people, for the most part, 
did not spend much time looking out of 
the window; they preferred instead to 


ne 


sew, read, knit or go out visiting a | 


daughter or friends. 
people appreciated and enjoyed a 
‘country-like’ view and a quiet setting 
for their home. It is of interest that the 
replies of married couples interviewed 
showed that twice as many preferred 
grass and trees to a scene of activity, no 
doubt because they had company and 
diversions within the home. 

Other factors which were considered 
important in the location of their dwelling 
and were mentioned during the survey 
by the tenants were: shops (including 
a Post Office for pensions) near at hand, 
even if only few in number or of the 


Many of these | 


‘ round-the-corner.” type which could be | 


used in bad weather or in an emergency. 
level ground because a hill or slope 
quickly tires an old person; a bus route 
fairly close as this is the only way 40 
elderly person can get far afield; a church 
and/or club nearby so that there 1s an 
opportunity to make social contacts an 
get comfort from a spiritual life. 


Design of the Dreelling 


Sleeping Area. — The majority of the 
elderly people wanted the bed, dressing: 
table and so on to be separated from the 
living room. Almost two-thirds who 





had | 


one large room preferred the sleeping | 


area to be separated, mainly because they F 


disliked the necessity to sit, eat ane) 
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sive guests in what appears to them 
to be a bedroom. (It is interesting to 
note that among a number of the people 
who did not mind a bed-sitting room 
were those who had bought a bed-settee 
ordivan.) Other reasons given were that 
the larger room tended to be more diffi- 
cult to heat and make ‘cosy’ in winter, 
while some people who had come from 
a house with separate sleeping rooms 
were critical of the lower standards. 

Eating. — The preference of elderly 
people for eating in the kitchen or living 
room depended mainly on whether they 
had one room or a sitting room with a 
bed recess. Among those who had a 
bed-sitting room, 30 per cent ate in this 
room but more than twice as many (64 
per cent) either ate or would like to have 
eaten in the kitchen. Among those with 
a bed recess, half preferred to eat in the 
living room and only a third in_ the 
kitchen. The main reason for this differ- 
ence was the reluctance of many people 
to eat where they sleep. 

Size of Main Room.— The factor 
determining satisfaction with the size of 
the space provided for living and sleep- 
ing was related primarily to personal 
circumstances. On the whole, the poorer 
the pensioner the less they could afford 
to spend on fuel and comfortable fur- 
nishings and the less furniture they had 
to accommodate. A number of these 
people said the rooms were too big, 
mainly because they were too cold and 
draughty. Other people in better cir- 
cumstances and with more and often big 
pieces of furniture, who were reluctant 
to sell up a large part of their former 
home, found that the same size ‘ one- 
room accommodation ° was inadequate to 
take all their belongings. 

Design Details. — Many of the old 
people mentioned points of design that 
they thought essential; they liked to have 
a low window cill so they could see out 
when seated, a balcony or french win- 
dows opening inwards, windows which 
are easy to clean (especially casement 
windows), cupboards and shelves within 
easy reach and low baths with handrails. 

Other things they liked to have were 
windows low enough for them to be able 
to put curtains up without difficulty and 
danger, ventilator windows within easy 
reach, and a convenient and easily 
accessible storage place for coal. 

Gardens. — Few of the dwellings 
visited had private gardens and of the 
tenants who did have one only about a 
third enjoyed working it. Of the remain- 
der, some had a relative or friend to do 
it and the rest either neglected it or found 
it a burden. However, among those 
without a garden about 10 per cent 
during the interview mentioned they 
Wished they had one. 


Theft of Power Rammer 


On the night of May 3/4, a brand new 
“Pegson” power rammer of the latest 
design (Serial No. 1440, weight 4 cwts., 
Value £185) was stolen from a contractor’s 
Site at the roadside at North Weald in the 
Epping district. The Superintendent of the 
Essex County Constabulary —_ requests 
Teaders to communicate any information on 
the Subject to Epping Police (tel: Epping 
211), or to their local police station. 


rec 


EVERYDAY THINGS 
I.—Talking to the Men on the Job 


By ARTHUR W. KENYON, 
CBE, FRIBA 


O we talk to the men on the job 

about their work? I think the 
answer is “No!’ I saw a young carpen- 
ter a few weeks ago doing his job 
extraordinarily well, and I said to him 
‘Where were you trained?’ He bristled, 
stood up and looked somewhat defiantly 
at me. I told him how nicely he was 
doing his job and put the question again 
to him, when he answered ‘At So-and- 
So’s,’ a firm we should all recognise as 
having a reputation for high-class joinery 
over a considerable period of time. 


~~ 
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This young man had a good kit of 
tools, sharp and kept in good condition, 
and it was obvious he was fproud of 
them. He was doing an ordinary job of 
fixing a very ordinary skirting; not a 
moulded skirting requiring special care, 
but he was mitring the external angles 
and scribing the internal ones with the 
skill and precision which he had been 
taught. How many of us know the 
proper way to fix a skirting and know 
that the internal angle is scribed and not 
mitred, and why? Probably most of us, 
and how often have we seen it done 
correctly? I don’t know if that young 
craftsman was encouraged by my speak- 
ing to him or not: I couldn’t tell. 

I was discouraged some time ago from 
speaking to workmen, because on one 
job I met a man with a new type of 
screwdriver—common now—and I asked 
him to let me look at it and try it. He 
was very pleased to demonstrate it to me 
and we spent some time discussing its 
merits. This incident went round the 
job, and the next time I visited the site I 
was told by my clerk of works that it 
had been hinted to him that by talking 
to the men I was delaying progress. This 
contractor no doubt had a _ time-and- 
motion study man on the job. 

These two incidents make me wonder 
how far an architect can go in talking to 
workmen. I know he must not tell a 
man if he is doing anything wrong, or 
even show him how to do it right: he 
must do that through the foreman, and 
with this I would agree, but I sometimes 
think there is insufficient interest taken in 
the work the skilled man is doing in con- 
tributing toward the final finishing of the 
job. 
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If good craftsmanship is to be encour- 
aged, then we must all begin to know 
more about it than we do. Most of us 
are inclined to study only the finished 
article and criticise it if it is wrong, 
without considering how it came to be 
finished at all. I think a little encourage- 
ment goes a long way, although I know 
I shall be told that it is not the archi- 
tect’s job to know how to do the work: 
his job is to design and detail properly. 
But that, perhaps, is another story. 


NATIONALISATION OF 
BUILDING AND CEMENT 


*‘ Impracticable, says 
Mr. R. R. Stokes 


MR. R. R. STOKES, MP, former Labour 
_ Minister of Works and Minister of 
Materials, declared at Diss, Norfolk, on 
June 1, that those services and industries 
which of their nature constituted monopolies 
were better under public than private 
ownership. 

‘Beyond that only those industries which 
it can be shown it would be to the public 
benefit to own should be nationalised,’ he 
added. 

“What we ought to do is to change the 
wording of the policy statement which now 
reads that we aim at “the ownership and 
control of the means of production, dis- 
tribution and exchange” to “the ownership 
or control,” for I believe we can get pretty 
well all we want by control. It would be 
silly to nationalise anything for doctrinaire 
reasons. Two particular industries I have 
in mind, into both of which I made some 
investigations when Minister of Materials, 
are cement and_ Imperial Chemical 
Industries.” 

While it was true that Associated Portland 
Cement controlled about 65 per cent. of 
the cement production of the country, it 
was in no sense a monopoly. 

‘Here the solution would be to have a 
Government-owned cement factory run in 
competition but on equal terms,’ he said. 

‘As for ICI, their arrangements with 
America are so complicated with regard to 
the use of American patents on which they 
very greatly depend that I do not believe 
it would be practicable successfully to 
nationalise them. 

‘Another industry I had something to 
do with when a Minister is the building 
trade. Many people would like to see it 
nationalised, but I do not think it is practi- 
cable. When I was Minister of Works there 
were 121,000 building companies and only 
99,000 bricklayers. The industry has been 
built up so as to service the small town 
areas, a group of two or three men forming 
a unit and providing every art in the trade 
—at least for service and repairs. 

‘True enough, there are the big civil 
engineering contractors, but an enormous 
proportion of their work is overseas, and 
they are best left alone to carry on a vital 
export. As for export as a whole, on which 
I have spent most of my life, I do not see 
how in the engineering trade, for example, 
we could conduct our affairs successfully if 
over-centralised. ; 

‘You cannot nationalise the export trade 
—foreigners just won’t play,’ he added. 
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SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
FEDERATION 


The Half-yearly Meeting 


HE half-yearly general meeting of the 
Southern Counties Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers was held at Worthing 
on May 28 and 29, under the presidency of 
Mr. P. H. P. Lovell, MIOB. The proceed- 
ings opened with a civic welcome by the 
Mayor of Worthing, who referred to the im- 
portant part played by builders in the life 
of today. 

A luncheon was held in the Assembly 
Hall, which was attended by over 300 
members and guests. Mr. W. S. Jones, 
MIOB, a ‘past president of the Southern 
Counties Federation, proposed the toast of 
“The Borough of Worthing.’ This was, said 
Mr. Jones, the first occasion on which the 
Federation had held its summer meeting at 
Worthing; to visit such a delightful place 
was indeed a privilege, and they were most 
appreciative of the warm welcome they had 
received. 

The Mayor of Worthing, CouNCILLOR 
H. L. FRAMPTON, responded. 


Mr. L. A. WALDEN, FIOB, National 
president, proposed the toast of ‘The 
Southern Federation” He could not 


imagine a more pleasant duty than for a 
National president to propose the toast of 
his own region. His visits to other regions 
had increased his knowledge, but he felt 
sure other regions would not mind his say- 
ing there was no place like home. 

Mr. Walden congratulated Mr. Lovell on 
the competent and assured manner in which 
he was leading the region, and expressed 
the pleasure of all members at the presence 
that day of the president’s father, Mr. C. P. 
Lovell, who. was president of the Southern 
Counties Federation over 30 years ago, and 
of his mother. 


Pioneer Work* 


Continuing, Mr. Walden. referred briefly 
to the contribution of the Southern Counties 
to the work of the Federation, The region 
was noted‘for its pioneering work—particu- 
larly in education. In addition, the good- 
neighbourly liaison with other regions was a 
matter for congratulation.. Good relations 
also existed with the operatives, and few 
problems seemed to arise that were not re- 
solved at regional level. 

The task of the Federation was to deal 
with various types and sizes of builders in 
widely differing towns and villages, and to 
arrive at the greatest common measure--of 
agreement so that the action taken was to 
the greatest good of: the greatest number. 


Criticism had been expressed at the meet- 
ing that morning, continued Mr. Walden, on 
the question of ‘fixed price tendering and, 
while it was agreed that the policy of fixed 
price tendering was.a sound one, there was 
considerable doubt as to the timing of the 
Government’s decision to revert’ to it. 
Certain pre-requisites -were essential—the 
work must be thoroughly planned ‘in 
advance; the estimated contract period must 
not be more than two years; any alterations 
in the work after the contract has been made 
must be kept to the minimum; ‘tenders must- 
be accepted quickly; and settlement of the 
final account must.bespeeded up. To en- 


sure the observance of these conditions, said 


2 


Mr. Walden, it might be necegsaty {to.-revise 
the contract conditions under © ‘which 
builders worked, and the National Federa- 


tion was giving urgent consideration to this 


problem. 4 


Responding, the president, Mr. P. H. P. 
LOVELL, observed that the Federation owed 
a debt of gratitude to those members who 
served on national committees as well as 
to those who served on local committees, and 
he expressed thanks for the work they did 
for the benefit of the industry as a whole. 
They were proud to have a Southern 
Counties member as National president. 


The Industry Complimented 


On fixed price tendering, the industry 
asked for nothing but fair treatment on this 
as on other subjects; it was reasonable that 
the Minister should be asked to put into 
writing the verbal conditions and assurances 
regarding pre-planning and variations which 
he had given as necessary to implement his 
decision. He considered the industry was 
justified in regarding the Minister’s announce- 
ment as a compliment to their efficient 
organisation, as they were the first major 
industry to be asked to work on a fixed price 
basis. With the safeguards already men- 
tioned it could be a success, and they might 
in fact give a lead to other industries, par- 
ticularly the nationalised industries. 


Turning to education, the president 
observed that greater importance was being 
attached to this subject by all builders, not 
only in the field of craft apprenticeship and 
foremanship, but also in the sphere of man- 
agement. Excellent schemes were now avail- 
able to those entering the industry, and the 
Southern Counties Federation had recently 
instituted a scheme for office trainees, in 
addition to the full-time diploma. courses 
which had been operating successfully for a 
number of years. 

In order fully to implement these training 
schemes, the industry needed the assistance 
of the Government in assuring a reasonably 
steady flow of work. It was the earnest 
desire of builders to keep the cost of the 
ordinary house within the means of the 
ordinary man, concluded Mr. Lovell, and in 
spite of rising costs he felt certain that that 
would be achieved, 

Mr. R. H. Brayspon, MBE, TD, MIOB, 
proposed the toast of ‘Our Guests.’ 

Replying to the toast, BRIGADIER O. L. 
PRIOR-PALMER, MP, said that the whole 
nation thanked the building industry for the 
way in which it had made possible the build- 
ing of over 300,000 houses a year. There 
now remained the task of getting rid of the 
appalling slums which were still a blot on 
the nation, and he knew the builders would 
bring the same energy and efficiency to bear 
on this task. 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 


THE “Housing Summary presented ~ to 
Parliament as a White Paper * jointly by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
and the Secretary: of State for Scotland, 
shows that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during April was 
23,913 compared with .23;101 in April, 1956. 

In the first foir months of 1957, 100,428 
permanent houses were completed compared 
with 90,695 in the same period of 1956; 


79 Summary, a 30, 





Housing 


*Omd. | 
1957. HM Stationety Office, price. 
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» EASTERN FEDERATIOy 
“Fixed. Price Tendering 


"THE Eastern Federation of Building 
.- Frades ‘Employers have defined their 
attitude to the recent introduction by the 
Government of fixed price tendering, 4 
note in the Federation’s June Bulletin States: 
. Many feel that the Government's action 
is premature, since there appears to be no 
real prospect at present of wage Stabilisa- 
tion or of steady prices for materials ang 
the services of nationalised industries, 
The essential conditions referred to by 
the Government—thorough planning jg 
advance, prompt acceptance or tenders, an 
absolute minimum of variations and prompt 
final settlement—are of such vital impor. 
ance that contractors must have safeguards 
if they are not fully observed. Without 
some protection builders would not only be 
asked to act as the cushion between the 
primary producer and the customer, but 
would also have to bear the financial burden 
of the customer’s indecision and the archi- 
tect’s shortcomings. If firms were crushed 
between these upper and nether millstones 
fewer and higher tenders would inevitably 








result. 

The question of possible endorsement of 
tenders has been raised with the National 
Federation, but the National Executive 
Committee, at its meeting on May 16, 
decided to refer the matter to the National 
Contracts Committee (which met on June 5). 

Public authorities have now been recom- 
mended by the Government to take similar 
action, so a general return to fixed price 
tendering is on the way. 


Norwich Architects’ and Builders’ 
Joint Supper Meeting 


THE annual architects’ and builders’ joint | 


supper meeting was held in the Flixton 
Room, Samson and. Hercules House, on 


May 16. Some 80 architects and builders 
were present with their guests, writes a | 


correspondent, and on this occasion the 
arrangements were made by the Norwich 
and District Association. of Building Trades 
Employers who had invited, as the guest 
speaker, LT. CHARLES I. BRYANT, United 
States Air Force, a graduate architect em- 


ployed by the George M. Ewing Company | 


of Washington DC, who gave a talk on 
‘The Organisation of the Building Industry 
in USA,’ 





Lt. Bryant, who is Assistant Installations | 


Officer at USAF, Sculthorpe, at present on 4 
two-year tour of service, gave a most interest- 
ing and instructive talk, during which he out- 
lined the procedure by which building con: 
tracts were carried out in America, and 
instanced the major points of difference 
between the: organisation of contracts In 
Britain and the United States. After speak: 
ing for about 40 minutes, Lt. Bryant invited 
questions and for a similar period he skil- 
fully and diplomatically answered questions 
on a wide variety of subjects from architects, 
quantity surveyors, builders, merchants, sub- 
contractors and suppliers. , 
The formal part of the proceedings 
terminated with a vote of thanks, to Lt. 


Bryant by Mr. H. H. Carter, the president 


of thé Builders’ Asociation. This was sup 


ported ‘by Mr. H. C. Boarpman, president | 


of the Norfolk and: Norwich Association of 
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Architects, who expressed his thanks to the 
puilders for having organised the meeting 
and extended a warm welcome to any visit- 


ing architects to join them in their periodic 
meetings. 

Training Programme, 1957-58 

Tue first half of the Eastern Federation’s 
1957 training programme was concluded 
with a most successful weekend course for 
general foremen at Wymondham College, 
Norfolk, from May 10 to 12. The subjects 
were the Principles of Management, Trade 
Unions and the Industrial Agreement, Site 
Organisation, Safety in Building and the 
General Foreman and the Building Contract. 
The same syllabus was used for earlier week- 
end foremen’s courses at Wansfell College, 
Essex, in February and at St. Edmund’s 
House, Cambridge, in March, ‘The residen- 
tial course for senior apprentices in January 
and the small builders’ weekend conference 
at Pendley Manor in February were followed 
by the Madingley Hall course for seniot 
executives in March, in association with the 
University of Cambridge. 

Further weekend courses are planned for 
the autumn, together with one-day courses 
in various towns on ‘Safety in Building.’ 

Next year’s programme has already been 
agreed and centres are now being booked. 
Courses at all levels—apprentices, students, 
general foremen and executives—will be 
provided in 1958 and as a natural develop- 
ment two weekend courses will be devoted to 
a more detailed consideration of such sub- 
jects as contract management. 


FAILURE TO REPORT 
ACCIDENTS 
Builders Fined 


ALLEGED failure to report to an inspec- 
“tor of factories for the district, two 
accidents which occurred to two employees 
who fell from collapsed scaffolding on the 
Sketchley Manor building estate, Hinckley, 
led to John Paul and Son, Ltd., building con- 
tractors, of Church-street, Burbage, being 
fined £2 10s. in each of two cases heard at 
Hinckley Magistrates’ Court recently. 

Those concerned were William Joseph 
Everitt, who met with an accident on June 7, 
1956, and John Newton, on October 10. 

Mr. GorDon PauL, for the firm, em- 
phasised that the accidents were entered in 
a book kept by the firm, and it was thought 
that covered the whole of the rules. It was 
just a slip and the secretary of the firm was 
not’aware of other regulations. 

Miss Mary GiFForD, HM Inspector of 
Factories, Leicester, said that the workmen 
were on a housing and bungalow estate at 
the time. Everitt was working when scaffold- 
ing collapsed and he fell to the ground sus- 
taining injuries to his back. Newton was a 
Carpenter and sustained, among_ injuries, 
fractured ribs which kept him away from 
his work for 12 weeks. 


Savings Trophy Award 

Mr. J. L. Womersley received the Milner 
Trophy for National Savings in Sheffield 
Corporation Departments, on behalf of the 
City Architect's Department, at Sheffield 
Town Hall on May 29. The department's 
savings group membership had shown the 


biggest increase (6.8 per cent.) during the 
Previous six months. 


LAW REPORT 


Builders Lose Claim for Damages 
for Breach of Contract 

HousE OF LorDS 

BEFORE LOoRD~ RADCLIFFE, VISCOUNT 


Simonps, LorD TUCKER, LORD COHEN 
AND LORD SOMERVELL. 


R. B. Burden, Ltd. v. Swansea Corporation 


FIRM of building contractors who 
stopped work on a new council estate 
at East Penlan, Swansea, after a dispute 
with a surveyor over his valuation of work 
done lost their appeal to the House of Lords 
on May 29 against a decision of the Court 
of Appeal that they were not entitled to 
recover damages from Swansea Corpora- 
tion for breach of contract. 


Aa 


The contractors, Messrs. R. B. Burden, 
Ltd., of Staines-road, Hounslow, Middlesex, 
claimed that they were entitled to terminate 
their contract because there had been ‘ ob- 
struction or interference with’ the issue of 
interim certificates for which the Corpora- 
tion were responsible. 

LorpD RADCLIFFE said that under the con- 
tract the architect and surveyor was the 
Swansea Borough Architect, but because of 
shortage of staff and misgivings that the 
somewhat casual acceptance of contractors’ 
figures had led to considerable overpayment 
on the interim certificates an outside firm 
was brought in to check claims. A Mr. 
Hawkins, a partner in the firm, did the 
actual work, and it was his actions that were 
said to amount to obstruction by the Cor- 
poration. 

Observing that it was difficult to see in 
what way the Corporation had interfered 
with the architect in the issue of certificates, 
Lord Radcliffe said that a certificate for 
£1,287 for certain work was issued within 
the permitted time. What went wrong was 
that the work which Mr. Hawkins was en- 
gaged to do and on which that certificate 
was based had not been properly done. 

It must be supposed that the architect 
would not have accepted the recommenda- 
tion if he had known then the facts as they 
were later ascertained, but he did accept it. 
It was a misuse of language to say that in 
those circumstances the Corporation had 
interfered with the issue of a certificate. 
Although the Official Referee had treated 
Mr. Hawkins’ actions as the equivalent of 
the actions of the Corporation, that was not 
adequate for the situation. If the con- 
tractors’ complaint was that the amounts 
certified were wrong. it was open to them to 
go to arbitration under an alternative clause 
in the contract. They were not entitled to 
call the whole thing off. He would dismiss 
the appeal. 

VISCOUNT SIMONDS, 
LorpD COHEN agreed. 

Lorp SOMERVELL, dissenting, thought 
there was evidence on which the Official 
Referee could find that Mr. Hawkins’ 
actions amounted to obstruction and that 
the Corporation were responsible. 


Lorp TUCKER and 


BOOK RECEIVED 
NOMOGRAMS FOR THE ‘ANALYSIS’ OF 
FraMes. By J. Rygol. (London: Concrete 
Publications Ltd.) Price 18s. 
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CITY BUILDING 


Development Schemes Approved 


HE Court of Common Council, at its 

meeting in Guildhall on May 30, 

approved a number of development schemes. 
They are: 

The erection of a four-storey office build- 
ing, with basement storage, at 18-20, Iron- 
monger-lane. (Clutton, 5, Great College- 
street, SW1.) 

The erection of a building comprising 
basement, ground and two floors over for 
use as a Livery Hall and ancillary offices at 
Brewers’ Hall, part of 5-9, Philip-lane, 
part of the existing Brewers’ Hall site and 
land at the rear of 5-11 (odd), Alderman- 
bury-avenue. (Daniel Watney, Eiloart, In- 
man and Nunn, The Charterhouse, Charter- 
house-square, EC1.) 

Reinstatement, with alteration, of Painter- 
Stainers’ Hall, Little Trinity-lane. (B. W. 
Turnbull and Partners, 29, Ludgate-hill, 
EC4.) 

Erection of a building with sub-basement, 
basement, ground floor and first and second 
floors at 1 and 2, Pudding-lane. (David 
Landaw and Partners, 146, Bishopsgate, 
E2.) 

Erection of a single-storey building at 87 
and 88, Newgate-street, for use as a restau- 
rant and snack bar and to its retention for a 
limited period of seven years. (Gerald F. 
Jones and Sykes, 15, New Bridge-street, 
EC4.) 

Approval was given to drawings relating 
to alterations to the ground floor elevations, 
including a new entrance, at 2 to 8 (even), 
St. Mary Axe. The drawings were submitted 
in compliance with conditions of permission 
granted in April last. (Ronald Ward and 
Partners). 

A new elevation and alterations to the 
ground floor at 54 and 55, Fetter-iane, also 
received approval. (Ellis, Clarke and 
Gallannaugh.) 

The Court refused to permit the reten- 
tion of a temporary building at sixth floor 
levei, for a further period of ten years, at 
75 to 79, Farringdon-street. The Improve- 
ments and Town Planning Committee re- 
ported that they had refused the application 
because the temporary building had served 
its original purpose ‘and there is no longer 
any justification for the retention of the 
structure which is architecturally unsatisfac- 
tory.’ The property falls within the Farring- 
don section (Part A) of the Comprehensive 
Development Area. Permission was also 
refused for the use of part of the site of 
Addle-street and Philip-lane for use as a 
temporary car park. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. Ceci KAHN, managing director of the 
Adamite Company, Ltd., left for Portugal on 
June 4 to visit agents responsible for the dis- 
tribution of ‘ Vynoleum,’ felt-backed PVC floor 
covering, and ‘* Colemanoid "—both of which 
products are in use in that country. 

Mr. B. W. WricHt, Semtex manager in the 
London area, has been appointed their over- 
seas sales manager. He is succeeded by Mr. 
R. G. Coutister. their manager for the Mid- 
lands. Mr. A. Homer, area manager at Leeds, 
follows him as Midlands area manager at 
Birmingham. 

Mr. JAMES D. PRIESTMAN, Sales director, and 
Mr. ARTHUR WILKINS, director and secretary, 
left the UK by air for a week’s visit to Canada 
on June 2 to establish the Canadian company 
of Priestman Brothers, Ltd., and purchase a site 
for a new depot near Toronto. 








1048 


“FEDERATION OF 
MASTER BUILDERS 


Sir Herbert Maneoni Pays Tribute 
" to the Small Builder 


IR HERBERT J. MANZONI, CBE, 
engineer and surveyor to the city of 
Birmingham, paid tribute to the small 
builder in a speech given to members of the 
Federation of -Master Builders at the 
luncheon preceding their 16th annual general 
meeting, held in the Connaught Rooms, 
WC2, on June 3. He said: ‘I know what 
the many large national building firms have 
done, but it is the smaller element of the 
industry which has had to bear the real 
brunt of the task in bringing back to us 
the places damaged during the war years.’ 
Sir Herbert went on to say that there were 
over 100,000 registered building firms in this 
country. As a whole the building industry 
had done more than carry out the restora- 
tion and construction of new buildings: it 
had also expanded and managed to attract 
25 per cent. more operatives at a time when 
competition from other industries was 
greatest. 


Building Costs 


Referring to building costs, Sir Herbert 
said that this was one of the main snags 
facing the industry. The cost of labour 
was the governing factor, and it was up to 
management to overcome low productivity 
until building costs were brought down to a 
proper relationship with materials. ‘Many 
projects are still delayed, reluctantly, by 
clients because they say building is too 
expensive and out of relationship to basic 
values which rule, or should rule,’ added 
Sir Herbert, who continued: ‘It should be 
easy to keep prices down. Today we do not 
have to decorate our buildings. Architects 
think only of producing square boxes. 
Occasionally one or two vary things a little 
by building a number of square boxes on 
top of each other—and that’s a masterpiece. 
Very rarely a sculptor is employed to pro- 
vide a few statues here and there—and that 
is a super masterpiece. Anyway, building is 
simpler on the whole and should be capable 
of much more mechanisation.’ 

Sir Herbert went on to refer to the work 
done by the British Standards Institution 
which, he said, was simplifying the job of 
the builder. The Building Research Station 
was also able to help. ‘It was set up 
especially for you and yet you don’t make 
use of it as much as you should,’ he added. 


Chairman of the National Council of the 
Federation, Mr. W. A. MACKRIDGE, FIOB, 
in proposing the vote of thanks to Sir 
Herbert Manzoni, said that the subject of 
building costs was ever present in the minds 
of those in the industry. ‘It is for this 
reason that members of the Federation take 
trips to other places to study methods used, 
though the standards of building, as far as 
we have seen, are much lower than those 
permitted in this country.’ 


Annual Report 


The report of the National Council pre- 
sented by Mr. Mackridge showed that the 
total effective membership of the Federation 
was °11,644—higher than ever before. The 
intake of. new members had achieved the 
highest-ever figure at 1,645. 


On labor, the report ‘states’ that ‘ while 


the Government: policy of full employment. 


has°continued during the year a general 
easement: of the availability of labour has 
been felt; and unemployment figures reflect 
this position. - The outlook for the small 
maintenance builder has deteriorated during 
the year, for ever-rising costs reflect on the 
purchasing power of the public at large in 
respect of his services. Constant pressure 
by the Trade Unions for ever - increasing 
wages, the “Do-it-Yourself” campaigns 
nationally organised by material producers, 
and the continued employment of operatives 
as master men on a part-time basis and at 
week-ends in particular, all have a demoral- 
ising effect on the small employer and make 
it particularly difficult for him to find the 
necessary work to keep his men fully 
employed.’ 


BALLAST AND SAND 
INDUSTRY 
Revised Rates of Wages 


By AGREEMENT of the National Joint 
Council for the Ballast and Sand Industry 
on May 23, the Wages Agreement was 
amended as follows :— 

1. The basic rates of wages for labourers 
shall, from the beginning of the first full 
pay period falling on or after May 27, 1957, 
be as follows: Class 1, 3s. 7d. per hour; 
Class 2, 3s. 6d. per hour. 

2. The rate of payment to watchmen shall 
(from May 27) be as follows: Class 1, 22s. 
9d. per shift; Class 2, 21s. 9d. per shift. 

3. The rate of payment to ‘C’ Class 
licence drivers shall (from May 27) be as 
follows: 

Drivers of vehicles Drivers of vehicles 
under 12 tons gross over 12 tons gross 
laden weight laden weight 
Class 1..3s. 93d. per hour 3s. 11d. per hour 
Class 2..3s. 83d. per hour 3s. 10d. per hour 

It is pointed out that employers already 
operating a higher basic wage in accordance 
with Clause 7(7) of the Wages Agreement 
may be exempted from such portion of the 
present increase as is already in operation. 


COMPANY NEWS 


John M, Newton & Sons, Ltd., recommended 
a first and final Ordinary dividend, in respect of 
1956, of 20 per cent. gross, subject to deduc- 
tion of tax (1955 the same). Group net profit 
for 1956 was £70,591 (1955 £48,296). The 
Preference dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. 
per annum will be paid on July 1 next in re- 
spect of the six months ending June 30, 1957. 

Stedall & Co., Ltd., recommend a final divi- 
dend of 124 per cent., less income tax, on the 
issued Ordinary capital which, together with 
the interim dividend of 74 per cent. paid in 
October, 1956, makes a total distribution of 
20 per cent. less income tax for the year. 

Mellowes & Co., Ltd., propose to ma‘ntain 
the rate of dividend at 18} per cent. (less tax) 
for the year, against which an interim payment 
was made in September last of 64 per cent. 
(less tax), leaving a final payment of 124 per 
cent. (less tax) to be made on the approval 
of members. 

The British Plaster Board (Holdings), Ltd., 
have resolved that the semi-annual dividend of 
34 per cent, actual Jess tax, on the 7 per cent. 
—a Preference shares will be paid on 

une 29. 


Census of Production 


Steel. Sheets (Volume 3, Industry D), a 
section of the report on the Census of Pro- 
duction for 1954, has been published by the 
Board of Frade (HMSO, price Is. 6d.). 


THE BUILDER 


PROSECUTION. UNpgp 
- NEW STREETS Acy 
Builders Given Absolute. 


Discharge 
MESSRS. A. S. NOYCE & SON L7p 
the Southampton _ builders, : 


“ we 
granted an absolute discharge on i 


of 4s. costs when summoned at Eastleigh 
for doing work on a building plot before 
making payment to the local authority of 
a sum of £182 8s. in respect of the making 
up of a private road. 

MR. R. J. Roppis, Town Clerk of Fay. 
leigh, who prosecuted, said the Object of 
the section of the New Streets Act unde 
which proceedings were taken was to make 
certain that streets were made up withoy: 
the cost being borne by the owner of , 
house who might have paid, in the Purchase 
price, a sum representing the cost of street 
works. 

It was enacted that when plans were 
deposited under by-laws for the erection of 
a building, and before the work was com- 
menced, a sum of money should be paid to 
the local authority. That sum, and the 
money paid by other property-owners, was 
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kept by the local authority until a road was 


made up. 


The owner did not give permission to 


erect a house on the plot in question in 
Nichol-road, Chandlers Ford, and_ the 
builders, who would be acquiring the land 
at a later stage, went ahead and built on the 
plot. That was why the owner of the land 
had not been brought into the case, 

Mr. H. P. Roe, for the company, said 
they were builders who had been carrying 
on building operations in the borough of 
Eastleigh for some years and, he believed, 
to everyone’s entire satisfaction. It had 
been their full intention to enter into an 
agreement to be guaranteed by a bond. 

Mr. Roe said that as long ago as January 


11 his firm, acting for the defendant com- | 
pany, wrote to the borough council saying | 
they were prepared to enter into bond in | 
respect of the plot in question and other | 


plots. On January 15 a draft bond for 
approval was received from the Town Clerk. 
That bond related to 30 plots and not to 
nine plots as had been intended. The com- 
pany had never said they would not enter 


into the bond, and there was no question | 


of anyone trying to avoid responsibility 
under the Act. He added that a cheque for 
£182 8s. had been sent 
council. 

The presiding magistrate, Mrs. H. N. R. 
Moore, said that as it was the first case of 
its kind at that court, the magistrates had 
taken a lenient view. 








Birmingham’s New Lord Mayor 
Ald. J. J. Grogan, national president of 
the Association of Operative Plasterers, has 
been installed as Lord Mayor of Birming: 
ham for 1957-58. In his inaugural address 
as Lord Mayor, Ald. Grogan made an 
appeal to his ‘ fellow-workers’ in the build- 
ing industry. He asked them all to give half 
of the extra they would receive in the first 
week of the new 24d. an-hour wage increase 
towards a fund fér the building of bung 
lows for old people. He wants, he says, ' 


collect £12,000 during the coming year for 


this project. 


to the borough | 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 
New Roads Policy 
ANY fly-over junctions are planned for 
trunk and classified roads in the next 
few years, the MINISTER OF bengal = 
the House of Commons on May 29. He 
agreed that these and es ——- 
way to. solve the national tra c prol = 
and pointed out that gradually they would 
supersede the roundabout. ee 

Mr. RUSSELL asked him how many fly- 
over or fly-under road junctions, for which 
his authority was required, were being con- 
structed or are planned; and at what cost. 

Mr. WATKINSON said: Two fly-overs on 
trunk roads are in course of construction, 
and two more are authorised. On classified 
roads I have made grants towards the cost 
of constructing five fly-overs. The cost will 
range from between £150,000 for the very 
simplest form of fly-over to £2m. or more 
in the Metropolitan area. My plans for the 
next few years on both trunk and classified 
roads include many more fly-over junctions. 
In addition, hundreds of bridges will be built 
to carry new motorways and by-passes over 
or under existing highways. 

Mr. RUSSELL suggested that the more fly- 
overs and under-passes that could be built 
in different parts of the country the better 
the traffic problems of the nation would be 
solved. 

Mr. WATKINSON agreed. The fly-over, he 
added, must gradually supersede the round- 
about. = 

Mr. RUSSELL also asked the Minister to 
state what plans he had for constructing 
under-passes to relieve traffic congestion in 
the central London area. 

Mr. WATKINSON: In the central area 
itself the Knightsbridge-Piccadilly under-pass 
at Hyde Park Corner has been agreed. Fly- 
overs or fly-unders planned for outside this 
area will affect traffic conditions within it. 

Mr. RussELL asked if the Minister had 
considered the Thames Embankment at the 
ends of some of the bridges, particularly in 
Chelsea and Vauxhall. They were wide 
enough for under-passes, and would the 
Minister do everything he could to see they 
were developed there. 

Mr. WATKINSON said that that was a 
helpful suggestion. The LCC had been 
examining the possibility of constructing 
fly-overs or under-passes at some Thames 
bridges. He would direct their attention to 
this point. 


North-South Road Link 


Mr. ALBERT RoBerts asked the Minister 
when he estimated that the Al road will be 
so far completed as to provide a first-class 
toad link between the north and south. 

Mr. WATKINSON said that the improve- 
ment of Al between London and Newcastle 
would, on present estimates, cost about 
‘40m. It was one of the first priorities, but 
must obviously be phased over a number of 
years. Since January, 1955, 33 schemes had 
been authovised at a total cost of £7m., and 
of those four had been completed, and a 
turther 15 were in progress. 

Mr. Rogerts asked the Minister if he 
could give any idea when the entire section 
would be completed, 

MR. WarTKINSoN said that Al took 
Priority over the northern section of the 


Mi 


London-Yorkshire motorway. They would 
get on with its completion as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Doncaster By-pass 

Mr. ToM WILLIAMS asked the Minister 
how many objections had been made to 
the Doncaster by-pass road; and when those 
objections were likely to be dealt with. 

He also asked when the preliminary 
arrangements for the Doncaster by-pass road 
would be completed; and when he expected 
physical work to start. 

Mr. WATKINSON said objections to the 
draft scheme for the Doncaster by-pass had 
been received from seven sources. He had 
considered them all and had decided that 
the making of the scheme should proceed. 
As soon as the scheme had been made he 
would give a formal invitation to the agent 
authorities concerned to prepare the neces- 
sary detailed land plans, engineering draw- 
ings, and contract documents. 

West Riding Feeder 

Mr. ALBERT ROBERTS asked the Minister 
what progress has been made to provide a 
motor road feeder from the West Riding to 
the Great North Road. 

Mr. WATKINSON: The provisional line of 
the road is included in the county develop- 
ment plan and is, by this means, protected 
from other forms of development. 

Hyde Park Corner Project 

CAPTAIN PILKINGTON asked the Minister 
when he proposed to introduce legislation to 
effect the necessary improvements for 
traffic at Marble Arch, Hyde Park Corner. 
and along Park Lane. 

Mr. WATKINSON: I am doing ail I can to 
have this legislation prepared as quickly as 
possible, but I cannot say exactly when it 
will be possible to introduce it. 

CAPTAIN PILKINGTON asked 
would be this year. 

Mr. WATKINSON Said that was not in his 
hands. The agent authority for this work 
was the London County Council, who had 
to do all the preliminary work for the intro- 
duction of the measure. 

Mr. GEORGE STRAUSS asked if all the pre- 
paratory plans would be made to speed the 
scheme as quickly as possible. 

Mr. WATKINSON said that all the prepara- 
tory work that could be done was being 
done in advance of the Bill. 


whether it 


Tyne Tunnel Prospects 

Mr. WATKINSON was further questioned 
about the cost and priority of the Tyne 
Tunnel, which he announced on May 22 he 
had authorised. He said that the latest 
estimate for the road tunnel, including its 
approach roads, was £12m., which compared 
with the estimated cost before the war of 
£2,500,000 for a somewhat smaller tunnel. 

DAME IRENE WARD suggested that as the 
estimate had increased since before the war 
the Minister should get into action on the 
building of the tunnel. He would save 
money and improve the communications in 
the area. Could he give a starting date? 

Mr. WATKINSON said that that was a 
fascinating suggestion, and it showed why 
he was so anxious to have a bridge there 
because that would have cost so much less 
money. 

“My predecessors gave an undertaking 
that the Tyne Tunnel would be the next to 
be authorised after the Dartford-Purfleet 
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Tunnel, and I shall do my best to honour 
that undertaking,’ he said in answer to other 
questions. ‘It will be a costly scheme, and 
I cannot say yet when it will be possible to 
include it in the road programme.’ 

DaME IRENE Warp said that it had been 
suggested that a start could not be made on 
the tunnel until machinery was available 
from the Dartford Tunnel. When would that 
machinery be available so that they could 
exercise pressure on the Minister to get on 
with the job? 

MR. WATKINSON said that he would write 
to her, and let her know when it would be 
available. 

Mr. WILLEY said that the cost of the 
shields was a relatively minor part of the 
total cost and there was no reason why the 
priority of one tunnel project should depend 
on another. 

Mr. WATKINSON said that that was not so. 
The Government were committed to a pro- 
gramme of bridge and tunnel building which 
was much larger than the detractors of the 
road programme were prepared to accept. 
He was not prepared to overload the 
economy with too many large schemes at 
any one time. 

Mr. HERBERT MorrISON suggested that 
Dame Irene Ward might be grateful to the 
Minister for the forthcoming way he had 
dealt with this project. He had not been 
so forthcoming about the Humber Bridge. 

MR. WATKINSON said that Mr. Morrison 
had made powerful representations about 
that crossing but he could not give him any 
indications about the prospects. 


Nuclear Power Stations and 
Amenities 


MORE about the construction of nuclear 
- and other power stations in relation to 
the preservation of the amenities of the 
countryside was heard in Parliament on 
May 30, this time in both Houses. In the 
Commons it arose on the debate on the 
second reading of the Winfrith Heath Bill, 
by which certain commen and other rights 
which might exist in Dorset on land to be 
used for an extension of the Harwell atomic 
research establishment could be extin- 
guished. In the Lords it was raised during 
further consideration of the Electricity Bill. 

Mr. MAUDLING, the Paymaster-General, 
in moving the second reading of the Bill in 
the Commons, pointed out that the preserva- 
tion of amenities was a matter for Town 
and Country Planning Acts. The Central 
Electricity Authority, together with the 
appropriate Government departments, had 
examined 70 sites before deciding on Win- 
frith Heath. They took the view that if the 
normal procedure for extinguishing such 
rights was followed there would be a delay 
in construction of between 12 to 18 months. 
The Government wanted to get the Bill 
through to enable the authority to start 
work on the extension this summer. 

Mr. ANTHONY GREENWOOD, for the Oppo- 
sition, while not opposing the Bill, drew 
attention to the wider implications involved. 
He said that between 15 and 20 nuclear 
power stations were to be built in the next 
ten years. Work had begun on two, and 
there had been opposition in each instance. 
The Government ought to say how long a 
period would elapse before they and the 
authority were satisfied that the establish- 
ments could be erected in the more built-up 
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areas, and not in the remote areas which 
were being selected. 

The responsibility for finding sites should 
not rest with the authority. If future estab- 
lishments were to be sited in remote parts 
there would be a gradual erosion of some of 
the most beautiful areas of the country. The 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment ought to prepare a national plan 
scheduling the areas for sites. They should 
also have the advice of a body like the 
Royal Fine Art Commission. 

He wished that it would have been 
possible to site this particular atomic energy 
establishment elsewhere. It would have six 
reactors, processing plant, office blocks and 
laboratories. In six years about 1,200 
people would be employed. That number 
would be doubled ultimately. Houses for 
10,000 people would be needed, and in addi- 
tion there would have to be schools, shops 
and the like. All this would be found on a 
site of great natural beauty, only three 
miles from the first unspoiled stretch of 
coast west of Ramsgate and within a short 
distance of Lulworth Cove. 


In his reply to the debate, Mr. MAUDLING 
said that planning permission had been given 
for 400 of the 688 acres involved. The 
authority intended to keep the balance in 
reserve against requirements in 20 years. 
The reactors to be erected on the site would 
occupy about three acres each, and would 
be enclosed. When the Minister of Housing 
had given his permission for the station he 
had made it subject to certain conditions, in- 
cluding those that the siting, design and 
external appearance of all the buildings must 
be agreed by the local planning authority, 
and, failing them, by the Minister. 


The Electricity Bill 


IHEN the Lords dealt with the Elec- 
tricity Bill on report, LorD MILLs, 
Minister of Power, carried his promise to 
consider the question of public inquiries into 
the applications to build power stations and 
erect overhead lines into practical effect. 
He moved a new clause to ensure that a 
public inquiry would be held whenever a 
local planning authority objected to either 
of those projects. 


He and the Lord Chancellor did, how- 
ever, resist. a proposal to have such in- 
quiries held by an independent person and 
any report or recommendations published. 
The Lorp CHANCELLOR said that one of the 
problems they-had to face, irrespective of 
party, was how they were to fit the position 
of the individual and the protection of the 
individual and amenity rights into the 
modern complex scientific State. It would 
be unfortunate if this amendment was in- 
cluded in the Bill before the Government 
had the report of the Franks committee, 
which was considering the more general 
matters. The amendment was rejected. 

Lorp Mitts moved another new clause, 
which, he said, established desirability of 
preserving natural beauty and protecting 
buildings of architectural and historical in- 
terest. Before substantial capital expendi- 
ture was incurred there would be two stages 
of considering its effect on amenities. The 
first would be the formulation, consideration 
and approval of general programmes and 
the second the preparation of all individual 
projects and the granting of statutory con- 
sent to them where it was required. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
Housing in Scotland 


Mr. HAMILTON asked the Secretary of 
State for Scotland if he was aware that in 
some local authority areas no houses had 
been built for many years and that, in con- 
sequence, families in need of new housing 
accommodation in such areas had no hope 
of getting it; and what steps he proposed 
to take to remedy this. 

He also asked how many of the local 
authorities who had stopped building houses 
had done so because their housing problems 
had been solved, and how many had done 
so because of financial difficulties. 

Mr. Mac ay, replying on May 21 said.— 
I have no specific information why particu- 
lar local authorities stop building. It is 
probably that some of the smaller ones, in 
rural counties and small burghs, feel they 
have met current needs. Mr. Hamilton has 
written to me about one authority. If he 
will give me information about any other 
areas, I shall have inquiries made. 

Mr. HAMILTON asked if the Secretary of 
State was aware that it had been stated by 
one Under Secretary that most of the 
authorities had stopped building because 
their housing needs were satisfied, and it 
was presumed that there were statistics to 
bear that out. Would he also give an 
assurance that he would not stand in the 
way of the compulsory purchase order by 
the burgh of Culross which was now be- 
tween them and getting houses built by the 
Scottish Special Housing Association? 

Mr. Mactay said that Mr. Hamilton 
would realise that he could not give an 
advance decision on something which had 
not yet come his way. 

Mr. ToM FRASER asked whether the 
Secretary of State, on finding that some 
authorities had ceased building although 
there was an outstanding need for additional 
houses, would assure the House that he 
would not hesitate to exercise his default 
powers. 

Mr. Mac tay said that he would need to 
have full information before he committed 
himself to a reply on a matter like that. 

Site for Temple Bar 

Mr. Eric FLETCHER asked the Minister of 
Works if he would arrange for the transfer 
of old Temple Bar to an appropriate site in 
London. 

Mr. MOLson, replying on May 21, said. 
—No. Temple Bar does not belong to my 
department. It is, however, scheduled as 
an ancient monument, and I should not 
raise objection to any well-considered and 
generally acceptable scheme to move it to 
a site in London. 


Planning of Shopping Areas 


Mr. FRANK BESwIcK asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government what 
guidance or information he had sent to local 
authorities in recent years about the plan- 
ning of shopping areas. 

Mr. HENRY BROOKE, replying on May 21, 
said.—No written advice has been sent out 
in recent years, but informal help has fre- 
quently been given to individual local 
authorities by officers of the Ministry. 

Mr. BESWICK also asked if the Minister 
was aware that many local authorities on 
new housing estates were still providing 
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shop premises of a design which did no 
permit efficient retailing services: ang it 
would call their attention again to the ecg, 
sity for greater care in the design of ve 
premises. mF 

Mr. BROOKE: I am not aware of an| 
such general problem, but if Mr, Besw: 
has any particular case in mind I vl 
gladly examine it. . 


Hospital Building Projects 


Mr. GouGH asked the Minister of Health 
if he was yet able to make a statement abou 
the proposed new hospital at Crawley 

Mr. VospPrer, replying on May 27, sai 
I have not yet received a recommendatig, 
from the Minister of Housing and Log 
Government following the public inguin 
held on April 30 into the choice of a sie 
for the new hospital. When this recom: 
mendation is received I hope to make a 
early decision. 

Mr. GouGH asked the Minister to cop. 
sider the extreme anxiety that was felt i: 
every section of the community in Crawly 
about the grave delay which was takin 
place about this hospital, and to do every. 
thing he could to speed his decision, 

Mr. Vosper said he could assure Mr 
Gough that he was as anxious as him to 
get an early decision. The delay had arisen 
from a clash of local opinion. 

Mr. PITMAN asked the Minister of Healt 
if he was aware that the premises of the 
Royal National Hospital for Rheumatic | 
Diseases at Bath were in a state of decrepi- | 
tude and danger by risk of fire; and, in view 
of the national service and importance of 
this hospital as a centre for the treatment 
of rheumatic diseases, what action he in- 
tended to take to expedite the necessary work 
of reconstruction. 

Mr. Vosper: I am aware that this hos- 
pital falls short of modern standards, and | 
I am at present examining the proposal of 
the South Western Regional Hospital Board 
that the project to restore it should be in- 
cluded in the programme of major building 
projects which are financed centrally. 





Nuclear Power Station, Wales 


Mr. T. W. Jones asked the Paymaster 
General to state when and where an atomic 
energy generating station would be erected 
in North Wales. 

Mr. Davip RENTON, Parliamentary Sect: 
tary, Ministry of Power, in a written repl 
on May 27, stated: The Central Electricity 
Authority are investigating a number 0 
sites in North Wales, but it will be several 
months before they have sufficient data to 
enable them to make definite proposals. 


Demolition of a Dickens House 


THE Minister of Housing and Loci 
Government has decided not to make a ple 
servation order for No. 1, Devonshite 
terrace, where Charles Dickens lived at the 
time he wrote David Copperfield. 

Mr. BRooKE announced this decision to 
the House of Commons on May 28 in repl 
to Mr. Kenneth Robinson, who asked if 
would take such action to preserve th 
house from demolition in view of the notifi 





cation from the London County Council 

‘The London County Council,’ Mt 
Brooke said, ‘as local planning autho), 
decided not to make a preservation order 
in respect of this house, and after carefully 
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considering all the circumstances I reached 


q similar conclusion.’ 2s 

Mr. ROBINSON said that the Minister’s 
action would cause acute disappointment to 
a large number of people. The terrace in 
which this house was situated was scheduled 
as buildings of special ; architectural and 
historical interest in 1954, and the Minis- 
ter’s decision made absolute nonsense of 
town planning legislation. 

Mr. BROOKE said that the decision he had 
to make was whether to use his default 
powers. The LCC had decided not to make 
the preservation order ‘in view of the archi- 
tectural character of the premises which 
have been substantially altered since they 
were built in the late 18th century, and the 
existence of other houses in London and the 
provinces devoted to the memory of Charles 


Dickens.” 


House Conversion Proposal, 
Paddington 


Mr. PARKIN asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government when he 
expected to approve the price schedules sub- 
mitted by Paddington Borough Council for 
the conversion of houses on the Queen’s 
Park Estate, some of which had been empty 
and ready for work to begin since before 
Christmas. 

Mr. BROOKE, in a written reply on May 
28, stated: Priced schedules for the work 
were submitted to me on April 18. I have 
approved the scheme, subject only to settling 
whether the cost of certain minor items 
should be included in the calculation of 
grant, and I have informed the council that 
they may begin the work. 


Private Streets 


Mr. Gower asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government what recent 
conversations he had had with local authori- 
ties about the problem of private streets in 
England and Wales, respectively, which were 
developed, or partly developed, more than 
20 years ago. 

Mr. HENRY BROOKE, replying on May 28, 
said: It is part of my department’s normal 
duties to deal with proposals from local 
authorities in both England and Wales for 
the making up of private streets. The 
problem of the older unmade roads—and I 
know that many of them are more than 20 
years old—is usually prominent in our 
correspondence and discussions with the 
local authorities in both countries. 


Caravan Site Planning 


MR. REMNANT asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, on May 
28, what advice he had given to his regional 
officers about the granting of planning 
approval for caravan sites. 

MR, BROOKE: My regional officers have 
no authority to grant or to refuse planning 
approval for any form of development. 
That is a matter for the local planning 
authority or for me on appeal. I am at 
Present reviewing the policy on caravan 
sites in the light of discussions which my 
department has had with the local authority 
associations and with caravan organisations. 
MR. REMNANT urged the Minister to hasten 
his decision. Matters relating to caravan 
sites were chaotic, and unless some direction 
was given owners would take the law into 
their own hands. 


Mr. BROOKE said he hoped that no one 
would contravene the law. He realised the 
importance of this question, but there was a 
great clash of opinion, and he was anxious 
to find a solution which would be generally 
acceptable. 


Pollution of River Avon 


Mr. JAMES JOHNSON asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government if he 
was aware of the concern felt by the farmers 
and anglers of Warwickshire about the 
pollution of the River Avon ‘by sewage 
from the Sherbourne and Sowe tributaries; 
and whether he would take immediate action 
in this matter. 

Mr. BROOKE: Works are in progress 
which should gradually improve the condi- 
tion of this river. The Coventry City 
Council have already spent more than 
£500,000 on improvements to their main 
sewage disposal works which discharge to 
the River Sowe, and have a further pro- 
gramme involving substantial expenditure. 


Westminster Park Project 


THE Minister of Works announced in the 
House of Commons on May 28 that he was 
anxious to effect an improvement on the 
site occupied by buildings between Great 
College-street and the King George V 
memorial, Westminster. 

He had been asked by Mr. NaIRN whether 
he would take powers to clear away all the 
dilapidated buildings between Gt. College- 
street and the King George V memorial, 
with the exception of the recently recon- 
structed Jewel Tower, and make the area 
into a public park; and what was his esti- 
mate of the cost of this undertaking. 

Mr. Motson replied: As all the houses 
between Great College-street and the King 
George V memorial are owned by my 
department or by the Crown Estate Com- 
mission, there is no need to seek statutory 
powers. I am anxious to effect an improve- 
ment on this important site, and I shall 
make a statement to the House when I am 
able to do so. 

Mr. Nairn said that if the work could be 
carried out it would complete the setting 
for Westminster Abbey and the Houses of 
Parliament, and would probably make it one 
of the most beautiful sites in the world. 

Mr. MOLSON said there was a great oppor- 
tunity which it was hoped it would be 
possible to utilise. 

Repairs to Palace Yard 

WING COMMANDER BULLUS asked the 
Minister of Works if he was aware of the 
poor condition of many of the courtyards 
in the Palace of Westminster; and when he 
proposed to repair them. 

Mr. HarRMAR NICHOLLS, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Works, replying on 
May 28: I agree that some improvement in 
the condition of a number of courtyards is 
needed. Royal Court will be resurfaced in 
the long recess. We hope to find money 
for other courtyards in subsequent years. 

WING COMMANDER BULLUS asked Mr. 
Nicholls to ensure that the condition of 
New Palace Yard was not allowed to 
deteriorate because of the heavy volume of 
traffic it had to carry. 

Mr. NICHOLLS said that the surface of 
New Palace Yard was attended to recently, 
but it would be examined as and when 
necessary. There was no question of com- 
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pletely resurfacing it until the work on the 
arcade had been completed. 

He said, in answer to another question, 
that it was hoped to start work on rebuild- 
ing the arcade in the next few months. 

Mr. PARTRIDGE asked the Minister of 
Works, if he would demolish the brick build- 
ings at the entrance to New Palace Yard. 

Mr. NICHOLLS: Plans are being prepared 
for a new taxi light and police shelter so 
that these brick buildings can be demolished. 
It will probably not be possible to carry out 
the major part of the work until the long 
recess of 1958. 

Mr. PARTRIDGE asked if any work would 
be carried out this summer. 

Mr. NICHOLLS said this was work which 
had to be confined to the long recess. The 
new taxi light would be provided in the 
coming recess, but the remainder would 
have to be done in 1958. 

New buildings had to be erected, and it 
was better to have the entire plan carried 
through at one fell swoop. 


Maintenance of MoW Buildings 


Mr. FRANK ALLAUN asked the Minister of 
Works if he would state, approximately, the 
present cost of maintaining the 23 buildings 
maintained by his department in Manchester 
and Salford; and the estimated cost when 
they were handed over to maintenance by 
private building contractors. 

Mr. MOLson, in a written reply on May 
28, stated: The present cost of maintaining 
those 23 buildings by direct labour is about 
£3,800 a year. If a comparable amount of 
work were done by contract I should expect 
a saving of about 10 per cent. 

Local Authority Borrowing 

Mr. HAROLD WILSON asked the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer if he would make 
a statement on the changes recently made in 
connection with local authorities borrowing 
for capital purposes. 

Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT, replying on 
May 28, said: To shorten the waiting period 
for local authorities proposing to make stock 
issues, it has been decided to restore the 
arrangement in force before 1955 by which 
local authority stock market issues and 
placings were made only for amounts of 
£3m. or more. This will have the effect of 
reserving the stock market for those authori- 
ties whose needs are larger than can readily 
be met in the mortgage market, and it will 
make room in the mortgage market for the 
smaller authorities to whose needs it is 
better suited. 


Hospital Facilities—Weliwyn Garden 
City and Hatfield 


Lorp BALNIEL asked the Minister of 
Health what progress had been made to- 
wards the provision of a new hospital for 
the Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield area. 

Mr. VospPeR, in a written reply on May 
28, stated: Plans for the new hospital are 
well advanced, but the latest estimate of 
cost is considerably higher than that at 
which the scheme was originally approved, 
and it has consequently been necessary to 
examine further the details of the proposals. 
This examination is almost completed, and 
I hope to let the Regional Hospital Board 
have my views soon so that it may be 
possible to commence building during the 
present financial year. 
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T™ information given on these pages has been specially compiled 





for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
Pit Ball d i % . 
it Ballast aye wee aes .. per yd. 
Pit Sand een ase rae mee ae - _ a: 39 
Washed Sand . ~ sae one ane ane ‘5 i ot 
72. Shingle... cae son ane wee ae 5 13° 3 
in. Broken Brick Ses ie ce es 1 0 6 
Pan Breeze "= ons ses “ 10 9 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate cn «.. per ton 3 35 0 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Reodiee- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site eee . per ton 5 4 6 
1 to 6 tons, site es ms 516 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton 1 loads and up- 
wards to site coe . ~ 515 0 
lto6tons do. site os 670 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots = - 8 10 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 298s. Od. to 688s. na gsi ton. 


32s. 6d. per 


White Portland Cement - m= a3 5 0 
Under | ton... per cwt. 15 10 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards per ton 617 0 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 8s. Od. to £14 3s. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up o 1415 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton feats at Railway, Depot, 
London 617 6 
Moler Mortar Powder for ‘Flue Bricks ‘(Condon 
Sites) . .» per cwt. 101 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... non — eee -. per 1,000 12 17 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... aaa so oe mas _ 11 16 0 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... ay ae Se me 9 1 6 
Mild Stocks... aa 816 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 
2% in. Nominal Fleiton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons ... ; . ooo = 518 0 
Cellular do. pit oie — sae ae ms 518 0 
Keyed do. % = ee ‘ am 6 9 © 
Rustics abs ove ove eee -~ 710 0 
Cellular Rustics a ies ose oon . eS 710 0 
Single Bullnose Commons aoe sae one eS 4 42 6 
Sandfaced ... ra sh eee one 3 es 8 10 0 
Tuscans.... ee oe nee “= “ a 9 5 ® 
Saxons é as ae os ake can a 9°13: 0 
Golden Buffs ve. “ce eee ae aoe a 10 0 0 
Dapple Light eae aa 10-7 56 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) ase = 28 15 6 
Bullnose (London Stations) ... oe ve ma 29 9 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... a sie a 25 19 OU 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) ae ae a 10 8 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites)... eee ss 10.2 0 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) ... ” 718 6 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks nome 
eS = ms Zs 3 23 
3 in. (London Stations) ... ae aoe * 33 16 3 
in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) ce x 37 10 O 
sth Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) * 15 8 6 
2¢ in. Machine-made “Multi: Red Facings (London 
sites) =“ 15:43: «6 
2% in. Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) . a 15 13 6 
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23 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings ra 

(London sites) per 1,000 16 8 « 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London sites) 18 14 9 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings. i. 

Berkshire district (London sites) eee 5 18 14 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) |.. a 4217 ; 
2$in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) 13 14 9 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt ‘Multi “Stock” ’Facings 

(London sites) x 15 60 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), “White, ®, Ivory, ‘Brown— 

Stretchers - oe 64 0 0 

Headers ; oe * oe o 63 0 0 

Quoins, Bullnose and =* in. - Flats ave sea ie 80 0 0 

Double Stretchers ... ie seo ee ye 85 0 0 

Double Headers Aon oe eee ° oa 77 10 0 

One side and two ends___... we aes ave me 87 0 0 

Two sides and oneend .... eae see nee oN 89 10 0 

Splays and Squints mee ia 83 0 0 

Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 324% for Best quality and 
plus 324% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 
HOLLow Cray Partition BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
"2 140 se _ d $ 

in. yds. . . SU 4 
*2} in. 140 yds. = ‘a ie 8 
*3) in. (3 cavity) 120 yds. aie 

BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) 0 yds. as ee is 57 
*4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. 6 10 


6 in. (83 in. x 5% in. ‘i i 1,250 ints a 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 


CLINKER CONCRETE 


“ per 1,000 26 18 0 


2 in. 100 yds. ae «. per yd. sup. 3 9 
23 in. 85 yds. ase aaa - ” 44 
3 in. see 75 yds. = ase at 23 
4 in. eae ice 55 yds. rer aes = 65 
CRANHAM 

71) er ese ve ae nae eee een Pm 6 9 
0) i ae aca en eee ee ae ue me 7s 
: > — eve as see os as si ee 8 9 

sa ak he 10 9 
an in. Load bearing quality i ; a wi 11 10 

MOLER PARTITION "Biocxs 

oa: Saree Bee: ~~ 150 yds. ae sda ss 16 0 
24 in. : 120 yds. ees Ae ae 16 6 
3 in. 100 yds. ‘a 17 0 
4 in. 90 yds. 19 9 


LIGHTWEIGHT Concrete BUILDING AND PARTITION BLocks OF VARIOUS | 


Sources OF MANUFACTURE 


71) re aes oe 100 yds. nia eS x 5 10 
p. | ar pee 80 yds. nem rie os 70 
3 in. eae ee 65 yds. ve +6 ae 8 2 
4 in. 50 yds. pe aes na 9 8 
44 in. 44 yds. saa os Z 10 4 
6 in. - 33 yds. i 13 10} 
“ THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLocks 
2$ in. 4 yds. 70 
THERMALITE-Y TONG LOADBEARING INSULATING BLOCKS 
3 in. 0 yds. ee mw 8 5 
4 in. 90 yds. Pe as ss 11 0 
5 in. 72 yds. Re on 55 13 9 
6 in. 60 yds. ae = *9 16 6 
8} in. 42 yds. » 1 3 8 
FLoor BLocks dain a 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. -s 12 in. delivered in fu 

Jorry-loads ... . ... per 1,000 34 1 0 
4 in. GOs sc. S Be 36 10 0 
5 in. do. es 43 15 0 
6 in. DOM aie!) see ikea) Dee 0 eee x 49 19 0 
Tin. MGs. “cis acs we ~ ae aes ” 61 8 0 
8 in. do. 71 19 0 
12" x3"'% $” Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1 5000 multiples 42 15 ; 
12" x4" x9" do. do. 73 15 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Revised Standard 


List (Nov., 1956) prices delivered London Area. 


Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. 


Over 100 pieces 


Over 2 tons Under 2 tons 
7 ° 


Best Quality —71k% +83% 

BSS Best do.... +10% —74% +10% +8329 
Tested Quality +374 %-T14% +374 %4+8 vA 
BSS Tested do. +474% -—-18. % +474%4+8 % 


Under 100 pieces 
—_ Ei tons 


410%. +15% 
374% +159 
Tots f 


moremeseriese se 


THE BUILDER 


STONEWA 


DAMP COl 


Hessian base t 
cut to wall 
delivered Le 

Asbestos base 

Lead lined bit 

18 in. X 9 in. 

14 in. X 9 in. 
Jin. X 9 in. 

18 in. X 44 it 

14 in. X 44 it 
Qin. X 4b it 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Par 
St. Aldhelr 

Delivere 
B.R. \ 

Doulting Sto: 

Beer Stone. 

Portland Sto: 
Brown Wh 

deliverec 
Southert 

Yorkshire St 
Delivered 

9 in. X 3 i 
stooled cill 

12 in. x 6 ir 
12in. x 3 it 
12 in. X 3 it 
14in. X 6 it 
4hin. x 9 it 
3 in. sawn tv 
Templates 
thick, ec 
Do. 
brickwa 
Hard York- 
12in. x 2 
14in. x ¢ 
and fro 
12 in. X 
2 in. Rub 
2 in. Sawr 


TILES AN 


Delivered L 
Machine-m: 

Lincolnst 
Hand-made 
Hand-made 
Hand-made 
Machine-m 
Hand-made 
Machine-m 
Concrete ti 


do. 
Note.—Bre 


SLATES 
First-qualit 


Note.—Br 


TIMBER 


Softwood- 
Joinery 
Carcass 
1 in. To 

Hardwoox 
Mahog: 
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ARE DRAIN PIPES ; i ‘ 
STONEW » ete.—continued aca DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
3 in. - wes ~~ (in 12 in. ae ... per 1,000 1110 6 Delivered London area. 
e iin os ie 14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal “— 
|. . Saito. 31 9 0 2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. - <a> ae 112 0 
io ogee near ae 2 ft 3 in. x ft 6 in pe es 113 0 
” 2 ft.6in. x 6ft.6in. ... sca hie a ia 114 0 
pp 2 ft. 9 in. x 6ft.6in. ... cain 116 6 
. DAMP COURSE 2 in. do. but top panel ae Pattern 4 x G in deal 
16 8 & Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 rs 290 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 2 2 ft. 9 in, x 6 ft. 6 in te 8 211 6 
18 14 9 delivered London area... ; . per yd. sup. 39 in. 2 Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. a: ¢ 2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft.6in. ... see eee eee 2:1 3 
18 14 4 Lead Py _— — 91 Ib. per yd. sup. do. is 2 6 2% Fin, X GR Gin .... uae sui ie = 23 6 
4217 18 in. X 9 in. British damp course slates ... 
, 14in. X 9 in. do. do. aes s _— soaes 3 : ‘ SEee 
3 14 9 Qin. X 9 in. do. do. oo ae = 18 18 9 Delivered London area. 
18in. x 4f in. ae ae. = a - 19 19 9 1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. O in. in 
5 60 14 in. x 4$ in. do. do. i nee ie 1518 3 quantities of | ton (89 yds. tol ton)... ... per yd. 5 8 
Jin. X 44 in. do. do. oe axe 10 14 3 1} in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) 7 4 
400 2 2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) as oe ps 8 113 
3 00) STONE 2bin. do. (45yds.tolton) .. .. x 10 3 
Dee 3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 2 11 5% 
5 00 Bath Stone— Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 3 in. of thickness. 
7 10 0 Monks Park x a - 8 1k 3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
7 00 St. Aldhelm Box Ground — 9 ik os 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 
910 0 Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth . rf tin. Hardboard do. << an ace » 21 6 
300 B.R. Western Region. t in. do do. ie 3°26 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area 8 11 my Asbestos Flat Building $ Sheets”... per yd. sup. 38 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ue me 8 5 2 in. do. ore “ eee eee 4 10 
Portland Stone— ” —— Felt, Le he eee aa ata aaa e ss 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. é *° one eee oe 9 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine re Best Scotch Glue in slabs... “< eee eee per } cwt. 5 0 ry 
Southern Region sas 8 5 do. pearl . eve a Pi $s ¢@ 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. ” Croid Glue... o see eee «-- 28 Ib. 2 6 0 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. Cut Nails 3 in. (i-ton lots)... “ eee --. per ton 70 10 0 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and do. | 4 in. and up (I-ton lots) - ore tees 67 0 0 
stooled cills = a a : - per ft. cube 317 9 Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) P eae «.. per cwt. 3 610 
aes 12 in. X 6 in. do. “on > 315 6 do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) see eco = a6 3 
48 12in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated Zz 3 @ METALS 
a5 bo: in. X 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping es Zi 3 
4b i oe in * ea iS ” 211 9 Basis Joists— i See 
$7 in. X 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and ‘face _— 2 6 3 * 
619 |  3in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes... . per ft. sup 8 3 6in, x Sin., 8in. x Sin., 8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in., 
18 0 | Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 i ‘a ° . 12 in. x 6 in. plain cut to lengths oe 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft.cube 1 8 3 oy phn lla -. perton 48 2 6 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced Extra for sizes ; 
39 brickwork ahs 113 aie 3 1} in. 4in. X 13 Miarics eee eee 3 10 0 
+ Hard York— * 6 3 in. x 3 in. aie Sae! ak. Ae Sunes! oo 210 0 
5 in. X 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and ed — Se as = — 2 <<< ” 25 0 
6 5 14 i not 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, 0 on top. —— 3 im x 34 in fiweii a wa ms a ise 
oe front ; per ft. cube 2 12 9 yt Ae a in. Sm MSM x aad pee oa 115 0 
69 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, ‘rubbed. top and front 2 6:3 oe q ia. Pes See Se ass sae ” 35 0 
ie 2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes ... per ft. sup. 9 4 ~~ a soe RSE _ S 
He 2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup. 3 5 3 6 = : 4h ia _ to _ He ress a 200 
in. " : in. we 2 
10 9 9in. X 4in. 10 in. X Sin. oe a } ” 130 
11 10 TILES AND PANTILES " in. X rg 2Zin. X Tin. ..- aad ree a 100 
| Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or o a Xsan oes $3 ie % Si 
bn ’ ee — and French pattern Tiles ftom 13 in. x sta 13 in. x 6 in 16 in. x Sin. 10 0 
istric ‘ : - in. . 3 
: ; Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district dus hea mii 33 ig : 18 - 3 ; a 0 9 x fia 20 9 oat in. 
Seats: | 504 a ogg og her: hag district ... 59 5 0 Steel angles average price topes yet =~ 50 5 0 
iles Berkshire district oe see Ss a = - 
5 10 jx ger ag kya Ja ane ee district ... eco 13 I 9 Pabricated weak dabenea London— = et = ileal 
alley t 
70 Machine-made Hip and ner doe - eee ee 111 3 pe... ‘S. a ir and fitted ... se ee wees 65 12 6 
32 Concrete tiles 104 x 6} es ee fie ie H a Sineahicen ee a oe ae Or _ ee 
93 | yy Interlockin as a ae ‘ee eae 5 6 chions en gaa pre << ” 2 6 
10 4 Wee Seabianes ts 3 g ) sve if SG Compound stanchions _ eee eee 81 10 0 
3 10h ge in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins | eas ~< i 9415 0 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
10 SLATES Angle ne paren § in., 3 in. and { in. bolts eens 
price London area ... 
om ges og Ppa from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage . FERRO- CONCRETE BARs we whet 
7000 ull truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 
1 0 actual, 
39 4x 12 " to — © ex London Stock i in. diam., and 
5 6 esa 7 ad ae =e és we see 43 15 10 upwards -- perton 46 5 0 
3 8 » x 11 aus ses nee dea ise eco 116 17 4 tin. diam. ... es ia a we ead ,» extra 8 12 0 
x 12 coe as 105 10 10 ts in. - poe aa zea aes pee ~ a 612 0 
0 x 10 pane eat = ee 99 0 1 boy o a an = ae = aes a 412 0 
10 18 x 10 eee ° eco - a . : $ in. oO. aes aaa aa aie be waa a 2 2.8 
if ee ° eee eee ILD STEEL TUBES 
Q 6 ° eee : i sila a be : Fra —— and Fittings. List prices and itiowing discounts : 
eco — lleable 
Note.—B eee 40 11 9 Under It aia a 
6 reakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Class A + 14 yn sg 2 Lieit arg <7 Malleabie List 
6 °o 
- TIMBER aque tea + AG a ee 
°o 
Softwood— Black— 
Ton Class A — 8% — 133% Light + 223% Malleable Li 
dard Jomerycuality,. Ex Wharf per standard £115 10 £140 ClassB + 44 % Tae Hew + sop67 Mallesbie, List 
1 in. Ti ” to £102 ass /o 
orks. nae Grooved Flooring do. a £110 0 0 ” CL HALE-ROUND GuTTERS 
oy Mahogany — Afr —"] i mane 1s Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
onduras do. 4 ri Sto 
se Oak an pa ” : ; 9 zs Gutters Nozzles Ea 
154 > Japanese do. do. = 210 O 34 it rd ns i iis ae Ei 
15% j Teak ne Logs sawn do. ba 117 6 4 pi ye pi ‘a 3st ry 6 
: Wen Aanaverese SE. do. “ 317 6 i a se ee, ee 4/9 1/9 
\ an Logs sawn do. pe ts 0 5 in. ae aug ae We 6/8 5/1 2/1 
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ETALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. G 
. VU.G. UTTERS PL June 7 ‘ 
3 in . UMBERS’ BRASS WOR 987 | HE BUILDER 
se 2 ee Guters Norte Ea P WORK, ete | 
4} in ese pie eco ae oe “ae 4/6 nds elivered in Lond 
I. ae eee tee eee 7 1/2 on area. 
hina ete nee oe 6S SHS Pca M.O.H. PAINT AND 
Per yd. “Cl 2 “ a3 es 2 at a ad for iron 7“ oe tin, fin, lin idiat Delivered Lond 
; mn * A . ih 
in 6- +7. lengths RAIN-WATER Pires 6/2 2/4 ei ne cocks for iron’ - _87/- 128/8 bin. 2in Ceiling DistemP 
211 in) ce oe Pipe B do. sn Ae cocks for iron 109/- 158/5 Washable Diste 
aan: ; a) cee oe BE ends Branches Double nut two unions for lead 66/- 95/9 188 Gloss Paint 
34 ® oo eee a a 8/3 4/3 6/1 penal boiler screws ad = 89/-  132/- /- 363/- 522 Snowcem cemel 
Shin ane one ae of sl Bi Plumbers” union bras 18/8 (20/5 4716 “48 G23 ie 
nee . ee 10/7 8/10 iron ion re lead t — 193/6 312/ /6 67/- Ground White 
z in. . L.C.C. Coa’ - _ 8/5 ; ma 19/6 5568/8 T34fI0 mh Genuine White 
34 i in. oe ooo ese TED SoiL Pipes 12/7 — one screws 1} in iin. 38/6 52/10 70 — _ 
en = ae ee ee ss slee y in. 21 16 enuine Linsee 
ai in. = eve ice 319% 7/3 8/10 ion 33/- 40/8 OG 3 in, 34 in. re \Size XD qualit: 
ee eve ae eee i 1/14 8/- 11/- Lead P. tra a 31/11 ait fe 118/10 1s¢8 ‘Raw Linseed 
iid prio i ove 12/54 Ri 10 13/- noth aad with brass cleani ng +x 6lb. 1} x 61b. 2 74/10 91/5 Boiled Linseed 
only. Lots ices for ethiiins deleemeai Me 6130 Lead S. ea 2 ites x 7b. 3x 7h, 
and tonnage cwt. see List N and soil pipes f 17/11 older oe 83/- 85/6 137) Turpentine sub 
ge allowance. 4-ton ~ 3300 dated Februa: ‘or under 5 cwt. lots Plumbers’ : 102/6 Hi 234). 
L.C.C. ni 5 per cent., 2- vo hog plus 20% sarge bl : see «. 1 cwt. lots 351 ° = Slgnum ro 
2 ED DR per Ww pi io ove /- 14 reosote (40 gi 
4in. —_ Pipes — “a » 427/- Ib. lots per Ib, 3 ‘ Paste Powder 
6 in. eee ae . _ qt. Ib. peryd. B e »  430/- : ” White Lining 
eee ee tee 117 33/6 ends Br Copper t ‘OPPER T ” H 
is 20 3/6 23/- anches ubes BSS 659 UBES AND SH 
All less 174 Asoestos J ntigaaaaa PIPEs = po 61/3 Of and manufacturing lege y Phas price of 273d. VARNISHES 
iscou Dp Fittin = ow: per I 
—— 6-ft. lengths “i 2in miei 4 in, x 19 —_ s. Minimum yptety ul ag ge Le 
cs;. ° 2h i i in. a é ak Varnish, 
- per yd. in. 3 F gauge 
Sine Branches a3 “ash Se fo =a a fart Diy 
tiie : Eb es a ee Bes 
” 5K ‘4 6 . eee ” ER 383 ” - ai 
aes ” 3/4 z 4/4 6/1 Minoo? |. ove 104 ” ae 7; ace ” 234 Finest Carriag 
plant 0G. G 3/7 44 a 6/9 elle Qoaner anne 113 Cs EE? lodge 24 | Front Door ¥. 
Gutters 6 UTTERS AND FI 7/3 plus gauge and a up to 48 in. 398 ¥ 4 Japan Gold Si 
Drop coh ag lengths per yd 4 in. iin. nd manufacturing . wide, basic price ss ss 54 — Japan 
a Cd cach 33 4/54 za iy Sheet 73 ‘ per ton £277 5 0 | Bere Bask 
Nozzles » 1/- 1/1 4/5 5/2 a 10 gauge (25 SW INC erebene 
.o » ; G) 5 Knott 
Union Clips te 33 i 48 s/s do. 14 oe a SWG) cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 9 0 tg B 
A ” 1/7 4/5 ) e 
Gutters 6 a ee pr A — 2/4 a8 Bra B ” 3 ; ; { GLASS 
r 4 s 
Drop col ft. lengths... per yd 3in. 4 in. ee oa — basic price, lus RASS TUBES 
nea a — 2/10 3/44 + —— g extras plus gauge a and manufactur Delivered Lor 
Angles Hid on x 4 2/9 ia 4/1 5/8 g 18 oz. Sheet € 
a Se sit i a 34 aio | “LEAD S peri. = 11) | dor 
Union Clips. 3. 3a te aan Basi SHEET AND PIPES Dor 
ae a ia selling price in minimum on jn, Rolled F 
1/6 313 ounties. e-ton delivery to one address i } in. and 4 i 
Soper ocr Cc a ed seg —_ Sheet, English, 3 seleaiane 
4 Steel Bars rown Merchant Quali n London — Water Pipe in 4 Ib. substance and 
ild Steel Hoops eee ty toe P s. d. ead Soil Pipe 10 ft —_ upwards per ton ae 0 4, 
a ae oe 43 18 0 Lead Gas or unin Pry gg ol 2 in. to 4 in. dia on MOK 0 
r som ” 
4 —e tk chants | 3 owt and under l quanti Te | 
4 gauge ° 0-ton lots 1 cwt. d cwt. ae . a 
26 : ee rey oo i £ s. Ss o. 3c ose oe +» per cwt. 
ean Cc ser see se ove ee - = 58 D % BH than 1 cwt. priced ee sg i 0 
eee deg . ic see 
ama sheets 6 f. t Fe i Retain sett taal sat ton 2h ed specially. : 6 0 
oon ° 9 ft— 12 6 cuttin pipe to less th 
24 gauge tr gs cutie Guconiing to co aon teen thes one a basis 
= gauge va oes ae ay ae eee 5. 16610 0 Allowance for Old Ses trade —— charged 
alvan i sie eee soe ts ton weigh ead, collected ei 
24 — CR R. and c. A— .. oe ghed at buyer's works SS ! 
se es 
26 gauge i meee + oes PLASTER, 
ER. cate “Ae sco eee MESSARO MO etc. 
see pee see ‘ia Coarse P: Town. 
ALUMIN eee Gite - #400 4 ink in 1-ton loads Abe 
a AND ALUM - 7615 0 Siriit White -_ over Delivered on prvetiny ants 
IN pite oO. Sit e. 
Sheet Gore BS 14 IUM ALLOYS do. — do. do. © perton § 2 3 Abergavenny 
ne ‘a : y 
Sheet BS ia SIC 18 SWG (36 i Blue Lias Lime do. = a $119 Uf secteon 
Coiled st NS3 Utility 18 an wide)... ot Hydrated Lim in 6-ton loads do. at » 8 43 Accrington. 
Coiled = BS 1470 SIC 18 wo (36 in. wide)... per Ib. 2 10 do. e (Grey) do. ia as 8 12 3 ‘fan Valley 
wide) rip BS 1470 NS 3 eae 18 ewes a 2 OF Lump Lime seg do. po ae ¢e : Aebureh 6 
H ° ” y d = see See ” lersh yict 
— ‘strip for flashing 99.7° G (24 in. le White os (White) a Same aneet ” 6 5 0 Alfteion UD. 
ide) 4 7% pu een’s or P: oo 5 Alnw 
PR ici Z purity 22 SWG (12 in.” 2h _ Keen’s or Kecsing earning By in 1-ton loads. i 5 1 : poe lg . 
Cc ban se S ft x 32 af 1470 NS 3 aes Coes |” 0 Hair ite Chips in 6-ton — a 1111 9 Amble 
ated sheet BS ar G : 7 eos 11 6 6 peter oe 
Profile 8 ft. x 1470 NS ypsum Plast : mee mersham ... 
31 3 Utilit . per shee as er Lath or ” 210 1 Augantore 
Corrugated. sheet, 2 in. x 20 SWG 5 y Industrial t 112 0 patos in one patos thick 600 percwt. 417 0 have. 
Ex: x 313 in. tility M ” 1 o. I aio ered site lesey, Isle 
eeeeeet eorticn BE hg te cl ansard 17 6 eat te do.’ in. thick 600 per yd 24 Ardingly’. 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding lll 1,200 yds. ery. Delivered site yds. and — = 2 3 SEE cone 
Extruded nn oe 1476 owe oo round - per Ib, 2 a Gypsum. Plaster Wall B aerals es 30 Ashbourne R 
Tubing BS 1471 TiC 14m O/D & 2 in ‘diam. cy 3 at ae gala ches 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6to —” Site | Atte 
ubing BS 1471 H in. O/D x 20 m sound 2 114 ivered site and over in one del to Ashby Would 
TIOWP 1 SW ” 23 ie 200 yd: saad Ash uld 
OM x SWG ” 4 3 Do. insulating d eae 21 Ashford (Mic 
- 5 6 in one deli o. in. thick . Ashington U 
i=... si ‘andover ” a eee 
me om RL AG “ 
‘ Attleborough 


Axuunster . 
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© 7 1987 | ye BUILDER 
pAINT AND DISTEMPER per re 
Delivered. London area £8 @ 4in. Figured Rolled and ssid Standard patterns : 
in, 2in, | Ceiling Distemper «+ ane a6 eee eee percwt 1 7 6 White Group 1 ... a saa aes Maa 10} 
‘ Washable Distemper aes eee eee eee “ ss O do. Group 2. ase a << eee 12 
Noss Paint ee pergal. 212 0 do. Standard Tints . is 
pence cement paint (in 1 ‘cwt. drums) . e percwt. 311 0 do. Special Tints ia aa aza me 3 4 
16 91746 Sno LEAD PRODUCTS AND on ¢ in. pers Hanierie, Reeded, Reedlyte and 1 38 
16 1389 te Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 9 8 3 uminating Group ee ana aia ‘is 
|~ 36 Ground White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal. lots in 1 1 gal. tins pergal. 3 9 6 3 in. ry. “oa 4 tee eee eee eee eee : 34 
10 = Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. keg percwt. 619 3 4 in. Georgian Wire Cast ... ace “as ase eco 
p yar Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg eee 99, 2-37 @ — Glass Blocks— Each 
I6 165). | \Size XD quality 28 Ib. <a e-- per tin 9 0 53 x 53 x 3fin. ln. ‘ ase 204 
4 in, Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra eee es. per gal. 18 6 P. B. 3 7% x 72x 3fin. we < 35 0 
101853 Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. vin aaa ss 19 0 P.B.32 7} X 73 Xx 34 ee a ‘a0 5.0 
~ - ws SUNDRIES s 6 ery Corner Blocks to match up with— ale 
. er (5 ga rums extra ... ona P.B.2 aa dea ae aaa aa pee ‘cea 
Turpentine alm: @« -. - 4 10} P.B3 Cr tee ee ee Oa ee 7 6 
Peg oui me... (5S gal. cans) Exterior... «.. zs 8 4 P.B.32 Ege asd “eum ae 7 6 
I- Creosote (40 gal. barrels) — ... : ats 5 ” 20 3 in. Polished Plate Chie: G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
sd 1 lb. packets) per Ib 2 0 
Ib. 3 6 Paste rnin Pp eee eee ae Se i] In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ‘<a “«s ae 3 10 
ie White Lining Paper ... eee eee eee es perp Ss c th 5 ft. sup. a pi oo “24 
phe e “i “ 45 ft. sup. aa ken <a a 8 
VARNISHES, etc. of 9» a 100 ft. sup. 6 0 
4 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates wnnitie 100 ft. 
IS gau Delivered London area sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 i in. both ways. G.G. quality 
id Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside eae eee ee per gal. ; : ; —— exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one owes or 135 in. se ¢ 
k Pale Copal do. Ee ee eee eee a oth ways... es 
Hard Drying Oak f for Inside ese eee ee ss 250 Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto’ eee see eee 12 1 
4. Crystal Paper Varnish do. ine ‘ee ree ‘i a &@ & Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto aes aca i? 2 
H Eggshell Flat Varnish do. es ee aaa Bs 2 6 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup prices on application. i 
Ht Finest Carriage Varnish ie ae yas vee pe z ¢&6 Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
28} Front ret — os as ss ate sos ” ; a ; Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
34 oe lapan a a a a ~ 116 0 The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
54 Brunswick Black ie a ou Pe ae 7 112 6 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Berlin Black ... «+ eee soe see oe put 110 0 ; Minimum Per . sup. 
rso 7 Teche say x wee nee aaa me H . ; eto “ ~~ Tt d. 
otting (1 gal. bo es free ea ‘as aaa oz. sheet O.Q. “aa ace ore pre A 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) saa a ea - a 2G 24 oz. , ian aaa at das --. 2,000 
3 9 0 2 * a ss aoe aes as ase --. 2,000 8 
3 6 6 pep dea aed a . 2,000 114 
3 5 3 | GLASS tie “Rolled Plate 1,000 8} 
f per ft. one tin. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Delivered London area & G, Patterns, White Group | ee ... 1,000 8 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality-Cut Sizes 7s do. Group 2 pry "000 108 
11 240z. =, as is zs va fe 93 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
Oj 2 = »” ” ” ” 1 O% and Spotlyte Group3_ . ao oe 11} 
a ” ” Pr 1 3 ¥# in. and 4 in. Rolled Plate or r Rough Cast 2,000 £66 
iin "Rolled Plate Pe ‘“e aes coo 1 4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal.. Be ... 2,000 3 2 
¥ in. and 4 in. Rough Cast . nee ies <a 1 23 4in. Georgian Wired Cast : a ... 2,000 1 23 
ondon 
s. d, 
10 0 
I5 0 
5 0 eagst ie 
5 0 Builder eg : 
i RRE ‘NT RATES OF 
40 
6 0 ; 
AS FROM MAY 27, 1957. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
a Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade. 
preity seteeareoiaeciindlt Grade Classification. A Al Bridenorth = denice At 
23 Abergavenny ae Craftsmen ... eee ose 4/6 4/5} Bridgwater 
19 pe cali ay Labourers ... ane ea 3/114 3/11 Brierfield ait 
43 Addlestone . ~~ Brighton & Hove A 
a: Afan Valley . he Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Bristol District A 
1 6 Aldeburgh . Al Aylesbury Bedlington A Blackpool... A Broadstairs ..... 1 
rs Aldershot District Al Aylsham .... on UD A Blackwell RD A Bromsgrove UD A 
5 0 Teton UD ..... A REN nataecancedVacsaaa A Blandford ..... Al Broughton, Flint A 
1 0 Al wick UD A Beeston & Stapleford A Blaydon UD A Buckfastleigh 1 
6 — eas me * TE iiiscasisenre oe Belper UD ......c0.cc- ee Blidworth ry Buckingham ..... .Al 
1g a ey Bakewell UD CC eee eT Blyth B. .... A Buckley ....... A 
DaIeSIde sssssseesseessssenes Al Banbury ne Berkhamsted case Lo eee Al pS ares Al 
> 6 a se beciaucauaneaduaca Al RID -cvnccachsdcwadcadedeasad Berrington _.......... «Mal Bognor Regis ..... — * Burnham-on-Crouch ...... Al 
) | mmanford Barnard Castle UD ......... A Berwick Borough ............A oS : eae A Buraoham-on-Sea_...........+ Al 
mm) Barnoldswick UD ............ A Beverley MB ......... asachh DIONE CHIP Scinscncceccaxacscs A |. re eS A 
gS ES A Bewdley MB......... ay PII cantinnsinecesseuncunsaneceel A Fe  poanatonaiin | Se A 
» 4 BARAGGNG so ccesevecosaseres Al Bexhill-on-Sea_ ............++ Al MONE TEED cacescsccscecesencas A UE ME ctpaanenseaasenssuccasacsuaee A 
) 4 Barrow-in-Furness ............ A TERIOR soicdeendavenséceesas Al Bourne End ..... nakcacensdausxes A jo St. Edmunds .. ie 
: Barrow-upon-Soar RD OREN Scacascusavecacses Al Bournemouth District ...... A MIEN dadaxuncasesacesesduaueyace 
0 (part Thrussington) ...... Al —" — a a A  sinsictitinncininnciandianns 
IED) “cucexsncacshcchccredetetece A ees: cave racknell ........ 
» 114 Ashb ancl Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham EE <cccas prey: Bradford CB 
Aahic, a UD eslianes A by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A eS eee neacee Bradford-on-Avon a COMTMOTUON  osccccccccccscecs- Al 
porate (Kent) ......... Al eee Al Bilston MB ............ PN ccsinaciecanigtaisaes Al Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of Al 
¢ yo ones i A URE cc onceatsesccsvscsacsonesaecs A Birchington ....<.cesscssacdse Brandon & Byshottles UD A Calder Valley. .........c0s<0:<5- A 
rt ies UD A Batley DUE Sxinucantechanciuetin A Birkenhead ........ Brecon—Borough Of........ : Al Camberley District : 
, esis: A Baxterley..... cheseeideuanedan Al Birmingham CB aston Breconshire, County of ... Al Cambridge ..... 
Aspat “under-Lyn A Beaconsfield District ee Bishop Auckland UD A Brent Knoll Al Cannock UD 
ae yo omen and Brayton 1 Bearl A Bishop’s Stortford A Brentwood A Canterbury 
ae Auleboran = tosses uA Beccles... Al Bishops Castle MB Al Bridgend .... A ardiff ....... 
. Auge Al Bedale RD A Bispham .........++. A Bridlington MB A Cardiganshire,Coun 
Pere teas h ow eweks cadines eas Al Bedford Blackburn Y Bridlington RD .............+. Al OIE asa dasadsccad ascccsees 

















THE BUILDER 














1056 ss 
CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 
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Heat Control 
TV models of the ‘Heat Monitor’ 
control unit, by High Efficiency Heat- 
> §3, Cromwell-road, London, SW19, 
cater for either pumped or gravity circula- 
ion heating systems. Model A, for 
oumped circulation systems. provides a main 
switch and fuse. a current 





‘on’ pilot light, 
3 heat ‘on’ light and switch, a synchronous 
time switch, and a single phase pump starter 
with magnetic overload releases. Model B, 
‘or gravity systems, is similar to Model A 
but the pump starter is replaced by a 
change-over relay for motorised valve 
control. The standard unit has one ‘on’ 
and one ‘off’ lever and whole day omis- 
sion: extra levers and half day omission can 
be supplied as an extra. 


Saving Through Granite 

Portable electric hand saws are now being 
used by stonemasons to cut through inch- 
thick slabs of granite, and it is said that 
their use has put up productivity in the 
stonemason’s yard by as much as 700 per 
cent. Among the first to use these tools 
were the Art Marble, Stone and Mosaic 
Co, Ltd., of Malden, Surrey, who bought 
their first Black & Decker six-inch electric 
saw some years ago. Now they have a 
battery of a dozen, six-inch and eight-inch, 
all in constant use. Major contribution of 
the electric saw to the increased produc- 
tivity is the speed of cut. 








Reinforcing Fabric for Water- 
proofing 

A new rotproof fabric designed for use 
as a reinforcing membrane for the coal tar 
and asphalt compounds used in waterproof- 
ing and anti-corrosion applications is now 
being produced by Fothergill & Harvey 
Sales), Ltd, of Harvester House, Peter- 
street, Manchester 2. The fabric, known 
as *Tygascrim ’ is an open-weave fabric 
weighing 2.2 oz. per square yard with high 
tensile and bursting strengths. It is woven 
‘rom glass yarns and coated to ensure 
maximum compatibility with coating com- 
pounds. 


dir-entraining Agent 

Claimed to be the first air-entraining 
agent to be in powder form, ‘ Entrainit,’ by 
Thomas Hedley & Co., Ltd., Gosforth, 
Newcastle upon Tyne 3, is said to be par- 
ticularly convenient for use under con- 
trolled conditions. One bag of lime can be 
replaced by one ounce of Entrainit, yield- 
ing the same volume of mortar, it is 
Caimed, therefore one bag of the agent re- 
Piaces 40 tons of lime, a great saving in 
cost, storage space, etc. 
Diesel Fork-lift Truck 

The latest addition to the ‘Stacatruc’ 
range of fork-lift trucks is a diesel powered 
machine, Model 624D, with a maximum 
aan of 7,000 Ib. incorporating two- 
Pedal control and available on either 


pneumatic or cushion tyres. Many years 
experience of designing and building plat- 
form and fork-lift trucks with diesel, petrol, 
or battery-electric drive have gone into pro- 
ducing this machine, by ITD Ltd., 95-99, 
Ladbroke-grove, London, W11, and notable 
features of its design are rugged construc- 
tion combined with easy servicing and 
operating. 


BS on Fibre Pipes 

Every ‘Key’ pitch fibre drain pipe pro- 
duced for the Key Engineering Co.. Ltd., 4, 
Newgate-street, London, EC1, now bears the 
certification mark of the British Standards 
Institution and the number 2760:56. 


New Gas Heater 

The ‘Century’ heater, No. 271, by R. & 
A. Main, Ltd., 48 Grosvenor-gardens, 
London, SWI, has a claimed efficiency of 
between 65 and 70 per cent. A built-in 
flint lighter is incorporated and the heat 
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‘ Century’ gas fire, R. & A. Main, Ltd. 


control and lighter knobs are conveniently 
located on the top of the casing. Available 
in the following colours: cream, grey- 
green. or guardsman red, all with a gold 
grille, or old silver or bronze with a mocha 


grille. Maximum rate: 18,000 BThU/hr., 
size: 264 in. high, 234 in. wide and 9% in. 
deep. 


Power Cropping Machine 

The adaptation of the 52/15 power crop- 
ping machine by Kingsland Engineering 
Co., Ltd., 25-37, Hackney-road, London, 
E2, to diesel drive is announced. Made to 
cut 2 in. bars at a rate of 20 cuts a minute, 
this machine is fitted with a Petter AVA2, 
12 hp engine. 
Polystyrene Wall Tiles 

A new range of Polystyrene wall tiles have 
been designed to provide a builder with a 
quick and easy means of carrying out tiling, 
using unskilled Jabour. It is claimed that 
they enable a kitchen, bathroom or toilet 
to be tiled in the minimum of time, and that 
the adhesive provided will stick to most 
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flat surfaces including brick, plaster, stone, 
wood and metal. The tiles, known as 
Everine, are made with Styron Polystyrene 
by Evered and Co., Ltd., at Surrey Works, 
Smethwick 40, Birmingham. They are avail- 
able in eight colours and in six different 
sizes. 
Insulated Enclosures 

Self-supporting ‘Steelheet’ insulation 
panels, by Tomlinsons (Rochdale) Ltd., 
Oldham-road, Rochdale, can be erected to 
form an insulated enclosure of any length. 
Widths available are 7 ft., 10 ft. 6 in., or 
14 ft.; heights are 7 ft. or 10 ft. 6 in. A 
complete kit of parts is supplied, contain- 
ing rivets, panels, pressed channel rails, 
doors, grilles and so on. The standard size 
of panel is 7 ft. by 3 ft. 6 in. by 2 in. thick; 
the construction consists of two steel walls 
with a fireproof heat-resisting insulating 
material between. 


TRADE NEWS 
Submersible Pump’s Success 
(THE Sumo Pump, British throughout in 
design and manufacture, has captured 
12 per cent. of the American market in the 
face of fierce competition from some 32 
competitors and other imported pumps. 
Sumo pumps are operating in each of the 
48 States and the yearly sales have topped 
the million dollar mark with 5,000 pumps 
sold in 1956. Sumo Pumps, Ltd., 28, St. 
James’s-square, London, SW1. 


BEPC, 1957 

Hurseal, Ltd., will be exhibiting additions 
and developments to their wide range of 
heating equipment at the British Electrical 
Power Convention, which is being held at 
Eastbourne from June 17 to 21. 


Road Roller Hire 

A new illustrated brochure has been issued 
by W. T, Palmer & Co. (Leicester), Ltd., of 
Thurmaston, Leicester, describing their 
road-rolling service, which was established 
in 1935. 
Fireplace Competition 

First prize of £100 in the recent country- 
wide window display competition organised 
by Claygate Fireplaces, Ltd., of Claygate, 
Surrey, has been won by Pearson Bros. 
(Nottm), Ltd., of Long Row, Nottingham, 
who received their award from the managing 
director of the Claygate Company, Martin 
de Bertodano, on Tuesday, May 14. Second 
prize in the competition, which was judged 
on originality, artistic merit and sales appeal, 
went to A. Olby & Son, Ltd., of Bognor 
Regis, who received £50, while third prize 
of £25 was won by Kennedy’s (Builders), 
Ltd., of Southampton. In addition to the 
main awards there were five consolation 
prizes of £10, 
Plastic Floors for Skyscraper 

Britain’s tallest block of flats, the City of 
London Corporation’s 16-storey block at 
Golden-lane, EC1, is to have sheet plastic 
floors. The flooring, known as *‘ Vynoleum, 
consists of pure polyvinyl chloride on a felt 
base. It is in appearance somewhat similar 
to linoleum, and is laid in the same way. 
The manufacturers of ‘Vynoleum’ are the 
Adamite Co., Ltd., of 94-98, Petty France, 
London, SWI. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
Leeds University Scheme 


HE Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government has given authority for 
Leeds Corporation to grant planning permis- 
sion for the proposed new Leeds University 
Hall of residence at Westwood. The scheme 
is expected to cost about £1 million and the 
Ministry’s announcement follows a_ public 
inquiry into the proposal in February. 


To Study Building Materials 


Mr. E. R. Schmidt, Research Officer of 
the National Building Research Institute of 
the Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research, Union of South Africa, is on a 
visit to the UK and Europe. He will visit 
various research organisations, etc., in Hol- 
land, Belgium, Germany, Italy, France, Eng- 
land and Scotland, to study recent develop- 
ment in the field of clay mineralogy and the 
ceramics of building materials. He will also 
spend five months at the Building Research 
Station, Watford, to acquaint himself with 
new techniques in research on brickmaking 
clays. 


New Publication 


The first issue of a new interior design 
journal, Contract Furnishing, contains a 
six-page article devoted to the new waiting 
room recently opened at Liverpool-street 
Station, designed by the Eastern Region’s 
architect, Mr. H. H. Powell, FRIBA. The 
new journal, published by the National 
Trade Press, Drury House, Russell-street, 
Drury-lane, WC2, is intended to appeal to 
architects and interior designers, business 
executives responsible for furnishing con- 
tracts and to manufacturers. furnishers, and 
others in the industry. 


Iron Castings Production 


The Council of Ironfoundry Associations 
state that output of grey and malleable iron 
castings for building and domestic purposes 
in the first quarter of 1957 amounted to 
150,900 tons, an increase of 4.6 per cent. 
compared with the same quarter of 1956, 
and 0.9 per cent. compared with the pre- 
vious quarter. Total production of iron 
castings in the first quarter of 1957 was 
affected by strikes, and at 962,000 tons was 
1 per cent. down on the previous quarter 
and 7} per cent. down on the first quarter 
of 1956. 


FIDOR Chairman Re-elected 


At the fourth annual general meeting of 
the Fibre Building Board Development 
Organisation Ltd., held at Baden-Baden on 
May 23, Mr. E. R. T. Foad was elected 
chairman of the governing council for a 
second year. The new vice-chairman is Mr. 
C. V. Creffield. 


Industrial Art Bursaries 


Prizes amounting to £3,350 are offered by 
the Royal Society of Arts in this year’s In- 
dustrial Art Bursaries Competition. The 
prizes take the form of travelling bursaries. 
usually of £150 each, and are open to 
students, and other young designers, who 
intend to take up industrial designing as a 
career. Bursaries will be offered for the 
design of: Domestic electrical appliances, 
electric light fittings, domestic solid-fuel- 
burning appliances, furnishing textiles. 


acrylic sheet (* Perspex °), laminated plastics, 
film, stage and television settings (three 
bursaries, offered for the first time this 
year), furniture (two bursaries), wall-paper, 
and other articles. Closing date for entries, 
October 14. Details from the RSA, John 
Adam-street, Adelphi, WC2. 
Officers Elected 

At the annual general meeting of the 
British Moulded Rubber Hose Manufac- 
turers’ Association, held on May 14, the 
following officers were re-elected for 1957- 
58: Chairman, Mr. S. G. Deaves; hon. 
secretary, Mr. J. S. Faulder; hon. treasurer, 
Mr. R. S. Ede. 


FMB New Regional Council 


The Federation of Master Builders have 
decided to set up a Northern Regional 
Council which will have branches at New- 
castle, Morpeth, Tynemouth, South Dur- 
ham, Hexham, Berwick, and Durham. 
Mr. W. L. Gofton (Whitley Bay) is the 
Council’s first chairman while Mr. W. H. 
Oliver (Newcastle-on-Tyne) is  vice-chair- 
man. Messrs. Gofton and Oliver will serve 
on the national council of the Federation 
in London. 


Barnstaple Housing Policy 


Barnstaple Corporation has decided not to 
accept any tenders for further non-traditional 
houses for erection at the Zephyr Farm 
Estate at the present time, and the housing 
committee have been instructed to consider 
the erection of more traditional type houses. 
The Borough Surveyor is Mr. W. G. Douch, 
AMICE, The Castle, Barnstaple, Devon. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


; THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registerej 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents 


Thomas D. Edwards (Build 
Hie, Bio. EEA he on oe 
. re: T, wards, RO 
Coventry. s, 138, Baginton-rd, 


William Tiplady, Ltd. (581686. A 
4. 11, Saville-row, Newcastle-on tyres zi 
and public works contrs., etc. 7m. cont 
£2,000. Dir.: W. Tiplady. 

Yendis Builders, Ltd. (581690, i 
118, Eton-place, NW3.” Nom ne nT 
Dir.: S. C. H. Dymock. aaa 

Carlton Developers (Derby), Ltd. 
Regd. April 5. Britannic ‘ 


om, Cap.: 


(581812, 
Bldg., Market 


Heanor, Derbys. Bldrs. Nom. : 

Dir.: A. E. Hunt. — 
J. E. B. (Builders), Ltd. (581823, 

April 5. 69, Gloucester-pl., W1. 7 

£100. Dir.:'E. C. Tyler. a 
Hicks & Dewfall (Bristol), Ltd. 

Regd. April 5. Bldrs. - oo te 


Sub.: C. D. Hicks, 

mead, Bristol. 
Sorrell Homes, Ltd. (581869.) Regd. Ap 

8. Hildreth Hse., 95, Heworth Village, ya 


24, Penrith-gdns., South. 


Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £100. Permt. dir.: A. 
Sorrell. 
Fabricum, Ltd. (581898.) Regd. April & 


123, Telegraph-rd., Heswall, Ches. Bldrs, Nom, 
cap.: £2,000, Dir.: D. A. Jones, 

G. A. Masters, Ltd. (581902.) Regd. Apri 
8. 5, Park-close, Portslade, Sussex. Bldg. and 
public works contrs. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir: 
E. L. G. Masters. 

Modern House & Building, Ltd. (581921) 
Regd. April 8. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: M.A. 
West, 5, New Court, WC2 (clk.). 

Westwood Developments, Ltd. (581932) 
Regd. April 8. 134, High-st., Brierley Hill 
Staffs. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. 0. 
Westwood. 

Wood & Ierston Ltd. 
8. Holly Dene, The Fordrough, Hollywood, 
Worcs. Bidrs., contrs. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 
Dir.: F. Wood. 

Construction & Reconstruction, Ltd. (581981) 
Regd. April 9. Haymarket Hse., 31-32, Hay- 
market, SW1. Bldrs., bldg. contrs. Nom cap.: 
£100. Sub.: Doris M. Baker. 

Risboro’ Development Co., Ltd. (582010) 
Regd. April 9. Grenville Hse., High-st., Princes 
Risborough, Bucks. Nom. cap.: £200. Dir. 
J. Hammond. 

Rodney Nuckey, Ltd. (582012.) Regd. Apr 
9. 6-8, Old Bond-st., W.1. Bldrs., genl. contr: 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: E. Simmonds. 

Anbar Development Co., Ltd. (582021.) Regt. 


April 9. Haynes Hse., Haynes-rd., Wembley, 
Mddx. Nom. cap.: £2,500. Dir: G. D. 
Morritt. 


Fletcher & Gibbs, Ltd. (582028.) Regi. 
April 9. Stanley-la., Sheffield, Yorks. Blds. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: S. R. Fletcher. ; 

E. Washbourne, Ltd. (582060.) Regd. Apt 
10. The Butts, Bredon, Worcs. Bldrs. Nom: 
cap.: £3,000. Permt. dir.: E. Washbourne. 

H. Durham Ltd. (582067.) Regd. April It 
129, Durham-rd., Gateshead. Bldr., contr., ¢ 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Permt. dir.: Frances A 
Durham. 

Rye Steel Construction, Ltd. (582086.) Regi 
April 10. Fishmarket-rd., Rye, Sussex. Nom 
cap.: £10,000. Dir.: G. A. Boxall. | 

South Land Development Co., Ltd. (582088 
Regd. April 10. 23, College Hill, EC4. Nom 
cap.: £100. Dir.: Mrs. M. W. Matchett. 

A. E. Hardman (Sale), Ltd. (582094.) Lo 
April 10. 25, Beach-grove, Sale, Ches. Blas 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: A. E. Hardman. : 

Poplar Construction Co. (Christchurch), an 
(582160.) Regd. April 11. Seaforth-hse., — 
mouth-rd., Parkstone, Dorset. Bldrs. Not 
cap.: £100. Dir.: L. W. Frampton. , 

West Hounslow Developments, Ltd. ay 
Regd. April 11. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub, : V. 
Bond, 6, Gt. James-st., WCI. as 

A. P. Adkin, Ltd. 582184.) Reg. April 
19, Claverdale-rd., SW2. Bldrs. 
£500. Dir.: A. P. Adkin. 


(581955.) Regd. April | 


Nom. ¢ap ; 
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From Our Own Correspondent 


ws the easing of the trade embargoes 
on Communist China by _ the 
western powers, the opportunity will arise 
for the British building trade and materials 
suppliers to expand their business to this 
great market, But they must be ready to 
market their products and their services 
quickly and efficiently if they hope to take 
full advantage of the position, in the face 
of world competition. 

Not all American business firms are in 
wholehearted agreement with their Govern- 
ment over the restrictions which have been 
in force, and the Japanese trade delegations 
in constant contact with the Peking 
authorities are regarded in some quarters as 
inspired by foreign interests who are 
anxious to place goods in China immediately 
the embargo is relaxed. Mr. Segichi Suzuki, 
a Minister of the Japanese General Council 
of Labour Unions, recently in China for 
the May Day celebrations, was to inspect 
construction projects and study housing and 
living conditions in Shanghai, Peking, Can- 
ton and elsewhere. 

For the first time in years, Japan entered 
into contracts in April with Communist 
China to supply galvanised iron sheets and 
structural steel materials, by the Yawata 
Steel Co. and four other major steel firms, 
worth over $1,000,000 (US), including 4,300 
tons of sheet iron, tin plate, and cold rolled 
strip. A 14-man trade mission, led by the 
Governor of Hokkaido, is at present on a 
‘good will’ tour of China. It is not without 
possibility that the knowledge acquired on 
these missions and contracts will be used by 
the American firms exporting to the Far 
East when their markets can be expanded. 

But the Chinese seem fairly well off for 
sterling funds and it is well known that they 
will use it to trade with British firms if they 
are given the chance, as is shown in the 
trade returns for the first three months of 
this year, issued by the Board of Trade, 
where exports to Communist China and 
Manchuria (not including Hong Kong), 
show a rise of 8 per cent. over those in 
the last quarter of 1956. The sterling balance 
held in Peking will continue, as it is received 
in remittances from Chinese abroad and 
from their eastern trade through Hong 
Kong, Singapore, ete. 


Building Field Possibilities 

The possibilities in the field of building 
and civil engineering are great indeed, with 
new centres of population being established 
in the interior of China, industrial estates 
being created, water power harnessed for 
electricity, and living conditions improving. 
In the past, it has always been the 
foreign ’ cities—Shanghai, Hong Kong, 
the old Treaty ports—which have set the 
standard and influenced developments, but 
now the Peking Government has changed 
this, and expansion westward is the order of 
the day. 
Five new cities are to be built in the Pro- 
vince of Kansu, formerly a very under- 
developed area, on completely new sites in 
country bordering on the Southern Gobi 
desert, whilst the city of Lanchow, in the 








China Trade Embargoes Eased 


Opportunities jor British Firms to Expand Markets 


same province, with a tradition of over 2,000 
years, is to be renovated and expanded. It 
will have a new rail terminal—probably to 
be one of the greatest raii centres in the 
whole of Asia before the next 50 years— 
and four new bridges over the Hwang-Ho 
(Yellow River), as well as the centuries-old 
Chinese structure. 

Some 50 miles from Lanchow, on a pro- 
jected rail link with Paotow, a new town to 
be called Paiying will be built in the waste 
hills to develop this area. Along the middle 
reaches of the Yellow River, a hydro-electric 
scheme will provide power from the pro- 
posed Sanmen Dam to two new coal mining 
centres and city developments in the Honan 
province. Through the Hohsi corridor a 
new railway line is to link Sian, on the 
Yellow River, with the Province of Sinkiang 
on the western extremity of the Chinese 
Republic, separating Tibet from Soviet 
Russia. Three new cities will be established 
along the line, whilst Huangyangchen, near 
Wuwei, will become a cultural centre and 
industrial area. 

Where the fertile Heiho basin meets the 
Gobi desert sands, Changyeh will rise from 
the ruins of an old provincial centre, to 
become a new city, and at Chiuchucan, near 
the Chiaku pass, a survey is at present being 
carried out prior to plans being drawn up 
for a new centre for heavy industry. 


School Programme 


At Canton, the capital of the Kwangtun 
Province in Southern China, it is hoped to 
build and equip 148 factories in the next 
two or three years. This area, being the 
closest centre of population to Hong Kong, 
is likely to develop into a supply port for 
the projects further in the interior of China; 
and is at present absorbing large overseas 
Chinese investments in sugar refining and 
other industries. 

The Mao Tse-Tung Government, during 
the whole of its existence, has been prepared 
to spend vast sums of money on education. 
but, although learning is still highly valued 
and respected among the Chinese people, a 
shortage of materials is preventing the 
achievement of the urgently needed school 
building programme. Without this, teachers 
cannot be trained, and some four-million 
children leaving primary schools this year 
cannot be given higher school places. In an 
effort to attain their target of compulsory 
education for all by 1967, the Government 
plans to encourage industrial undertakings 
and agricultural co-operatives to build their 
own schools using housewives, retired in- 


tellectuals, and promising students as 
teachers. 
Although some of the new housing 


estates are jerry-built, by western standards, 
they are well planned and comfortable, and 
the slum areas and barracks of Moscow 
allow of a far lower standard of living con- 
ditions for the workers than do the older 
courtyard houses of Peking. 

Government buildings that have been 
built since the Communists came to power 
are austere and a little depressing, but that 
phase is passing; and with the new policy 
in force of restoring and maintaining the 
Imperial palaces and traditional towns, the 
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feeling for better design will be encouraged. 

With all this development ahead, a relaxa. 
tion of the restrictive embargoes can enable 
the British building industry to take advan- 
tage, within certain strategic limits, of 
China’s needs in their particular fields. The 
Chinese particularly want to buy electrical 
machinery and equipment for buildings, 
contractors’ plant; sheet, bars and rolled 
steel; fittings, etc.; and it is possible that 
with good international relations and proper 
contacts they would follow the new ‘ Soviet’ 
fashion of buying complete factories—as 
was done with a £13m. type factory being 
built by six British firms near Moscow. 


TRADE WITH CHINA 


Relaration of Controls 


On May 30 the Foreign Secretary an- 
nounced in the House of Commons that the 
strategic controls on exports to China are 
to be aligned with the existing controis on 
exports to the Soviet bloc. Besides atomic 
energy and munitions items, these controls 
embargo or restrict exports of some 200 
other items to the Soviet bloc and. as ex- 
plained in the Foreign Secretary’s statement, 
these items wili all continue to be embargoed 
or restricted for China. 

The goods which hitherto have been em- 
bargoed only to China and will now become 
free of export licence control for China in 
the same way as they are already for the 
Soviet bloc include: Some machine tools; 
some electric motors and generators; rubber 
working machinery; most motor vehicles and 
tractors; most railway locomotive, rolling 
stock and other railroad equipment; most 
internal combustion engines; some scientific 
instruments; rubber and most tyres; and 
various chemicals. 

In his statement, Mr. SELWYN LLoyD said: 
‘Discussion in the China Committee on 
controls on trade with China have taken 
place over the last three weeks. In the 
light of these discussions HM Government 
have now considered their position. We in- 
tend to continue our established policy of 
co-operating with our friends and allies in 
a system of controls on trade with both the 
Soviet bloc and China in the mutual security 
interest. As regards the detailed scope of 
the United Kingdom controls on trade with 
China, however, we have informed our 
associates that in future we shall adopt the 
same lists for China and the Soviet bloc. 
This decision will mean no change as re- 
gards items which are embargoed for both 
the Soviet bloc and China. But certain 
items now embargoed for China will either 
be transferred to the quantitative control 
list or to the watch list or completely freed. 
The necessary detailed arrangements will 
need to be discussed in the China Committee. 
The Export of Goods Control Order will be 
amended accordingly as soon as that can 
be done. In the meantime licences will be 
granted on request for all items now em- 
bargoed for China but not subject to export 
licensing to the Soviet bloc. For items sub- 
ject to quantitative control for export to 
the Soviet bloc it will not be possible to 
grant licences until discussions have been 
held in Paris about the size of quotas for 
China. Exporters interested in any items 
which are not embargoed to the Soviet bloc 
should communicate with the Export 
Licensing Branch of the Board of Trade.’ 
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From Our Own Correspondents 


GREECE.—The Prime Minister, Mr. C. 
Karamanlis, has announced that the Greek 
Government has approved a programme 
for electrification of Greece providing for 
the further agricultural and_ industrial 
development of the country. Large sums 
are to be allocated for the completion of 
electric plants at Megdova and Ptolemais, 
and the addition of a new unit at Megdova 
and also the construction of new factories 
and hydro-electric projects at Ptolemais, 
Acheloos, Edessa and other sites. The p!an 
also provides for power distribution which 
would double the number of villages and 
towns supplied with electricity by 1961... . 
The Minister of Co-ordination, Mr. D. Hel- 
mis, has announced that a contract has been 
signed between the Greek State and the 
Greek businessman Mr. N. Economou for 
the establishment of a match factory to 
manufacture matches in Greece in com- 
bination with three other industries, two of 
which are being set up for the first time in 
Greece. The concessionaire undertakes 
further the obligation to set up within three 
years: |. A factory for the manufacture of 
plywood, of a capacity of 5,000 c.m. per 
annum; 2. A factory to produce 500,000 
wood-pulp ‘Collipress* cases annually; and 
3. A factory to produce hard-board tiles of 
an annual capacity of 5,000 tons. The funds 
required by the contract amount to 
$2,200,000 and will be provided by the con- 
cessionaire, without any financial support 
from the State. 

ITALY.—According to a _ report from 
New York, FIAT and the Republic Steel 
Company of the United States have agreed 
to buiid a steel works near Genoa at a cost 
of 120 million dollars. . A new shipyard 
is to be built at Leghorn by the Conditioned 
Power Company. . . . Five milliard lire have 
been set aside by the State for the con- 
struction of a new airport at Palermo. A 
new international airport is also planned 
at Trieste. . . . A new road bridge across 
the River Tiber in Rome is being planned 
to handle the additional traffic expected 
during the Olympic Games in 1960, 

KOREA .—Plans are being formulated for 
the construction of a urea fertilizer plant at 
Naju in the province of Cholla Namdo with 
a West German loan of US $20.7m. It is 
expected that construction of the plant for 
which an annual capacity of 85,000 tons is 
planned, will take about two years. It will 
be operated by the Honam Fertilizer Co. 

TURKEY .—£T35_ million contract has 
gone to three Turkish firms to widen and 
resurface no less than 155 miles of streets 
in Istanbul. 


Nigerian Pipelines Contract 

The Shell-BP Petroleum Development 
Co. of Nigeria has announced from Lagos 
that Taylor Woodrow (Nigeria), Ltd., has 
been awarded a contract. after the sub- 
mission of competitive tenders, for the lav- 
ing and welding of a 10-inch pipeline from 
Oloibiri to Port Harcourt, a distance of 65 
miles. The pipeline is due to bz completed 
on December 31 to enable the Oloibiri 
field’s accelerated test production pro- 
gramme to begin on January 1 next year. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 

*Ceylon.—International Co-operation Admin- 
istration (ICA) Procurement for Ceylon call 
for tenders for buildings, aluminium sheeted, 
with steel or aluminium frame or truss. The 
inside area shall be approximately 1,200 sq. ft. 
with the following approximate dimensions: 
20 ft. outside width, 60 ft. outside length, with 
8 ft. side walls; the general designs of these 
structures shall be according to standard speci- 
fications for buildings as outlined in ASTM 
current revision, or equivalent British standard. 
This purchase will be financed by the ICA. 
Closing date is July 2 and copies of tender 
documents, including specifications and condi- 
tions can be obtained from the offices of the 
High Commissioner for Ceylon at 13, Hyde 
Park-gardens, London, W2 (Ref.: ESB/13553 
S7/ICA, Chancery 4411, ext. 360). 

*Sudan.—The Sudan Gezira Board Supplies 
Department, Barakat, invite tenders for the 
supply of :—1I. 14 Windmills. 2. 46 7,000 gal- 
lon storage tanks. 3. 46 Metal Towers to carry 
the above. 

Each should be tendered for separately. 
Specifications and Conditions can be had on 
application to the Asst. General Manager (Sup- 
plies), The Sudan Gezira Board, Barakat. Clos- 
ing date June 30. Barakat Headquarters. (Ref. : 
ESB/13667/57, Tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 
738 or 771.) 
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Houses on School Sites 


PRECAUSE of the shortage of land, houses 

are to be built on vacant school sites 
in Aberdeen, the city housing committee 
decided recently. The committee are to build 
200 houses at Hayton. 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone number 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WCl, 
where further information can be obtained. 


L.M.B.A 
HANDBOOK 
1957 


THE 1957 edition, revised and 

enlarged, is now on sale, price 
7/6. Available from the office of 
“The Builder,” or post free from 
the address below. 


LMBA 
[ape 





LONDON MASTER 
BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION 
47 Bedford Square, W.C.1 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING | 
TRADE WAGES 


JROLLOWING are rates of  wapes| 

authorised by the Scottish National | 
Joint Council as from May 27, 1957 | 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen 4s. 6d.; Labourers 3s, 4d 


For apprentices, the rates are: 





Percentage of For week oj 

Year Craftsman’'s rate 44 hours, 
5. 

Ist . 25 49 6 
2nd ig 334 6 0 
3rd se . 9 0 
4ih * 66} 132 0 
Sth 75 148 6 


| 
For female labour, the rates are: | 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of 5, 4 


probationary period) 3 1 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) .. 3 $4 








Tay Road Bridge 

Tue Secretary of State for Scotland, Mp 
JoHN Mactay, told a deputation to § 
Andrews House, Edinburgh, on May 2) 
that it could not at present be said when. 
start on a Tay road bridge would be possible, 

It was agreed after discussion that while 
the Government could not commit them: 
selves to any action at this stage, the tech- 
nical questions involved in the construction 
of a bridge across the Tay should bk 
examined jointly by officials of the local | 
authorities concerned and of the Scottish 
Home Department and that this examina: | 
tion should begin immediately. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeenshire.—Plans in hand for major 
alterations and extensions to Turiff Academy 
Turiff. A: A. Gill (A), County Buildings, 
Aberdeen. 

Angus.—Dundee Corporation (Education 
Committee) invite tenders, all trades, for erec- 
tion of St. Columba’s R.C. prim. sch. Plans 
may be seen at City Architect’s Office, City-sq. 
Dundee. Applications to City Quantity Sur- 
veyor. Tenders to be lodged with Robert Lyle, 
Town Clerk, Dundee, by June 15. 

Cowdenbeath.—Individual trades for % 
houses at various sites in Cowdenbeath. Appi: 
cations to Burgh Surveyor, Towi House. 5) 
June 18. 

Dumfries.—Tenders invited for all works in 
connection with Lochside 2nd Development, 
section 5, three-storey flats. Applications toJ 
Hutcheon. Town Clerk, Municipal Chambers 
by June 12. 

Fifeshire—Cowdenbeath. Housing. Tenders 
invited for work in connection with the erec- 
tion of 95 houses—all trades—on —— 











in the area. Applications to the 
Surveyor, Town House, Cowdenbeath, before 
June 18. 


Fort William.—Erection of one block Me 
houses) at Claggan Site, Development No. a5 
several works. Applications to R. Dow. Town 
clerk. ; 

Inverness CC.—Carbost Skye. Construction 
of r.c. portal frame bridge of rubble ery’ 
with approach roads. Span 32 ft., width 23 ft 
Approaches 200 yd. Blyth & Blyth, cltg. engts. 
135 George-st.. Edinburgh. Tenders due June 
= 


Zi. 

Perthshire.—North of Scotland Hydro Board 
Breadalhane Project, Lochtay Power = 
Killin. Tenders invited for the erection a 
block. Steel framed building. _ Consulting 
Engineers, Messrs. James Williamsog, 
Partners, 219, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow, C2. 

Sunderland CC.—Various trades in —_ 
tion with proposed extensions to Olden 
School, Linlochbervie. Apply, County Are 
tect, County Offices. Dornoch 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





; i ill be 
ils of Public Appointments open will 
Pe ey |e sertioomant pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


ntracts still open but not included in 
ox'ia = previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number, The dates at the heads 
f paragraphs are those for the submission of. tenders; 
pe (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


> —_ . 
*+Plymouth City C.—Erection of prim. sch. 
at jaa Farm. City A. Dep. £3 3s. 
sh 12. — 
urn CB.—Kitchen an ining room 
fa St. James’s CE sch., Shear Brow. BE, 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. — 

*+Leeds Regional Hospital _Board.—Renova- 
tion and alteration of sanitary annexes in 
Wards F.4 and 5 and M.4 and 5 at De La 
Pole Hospital, Willerby, E. Yorks. Architect to 
the Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. 

JUNE 13. 

*+Croydon CB.—18 maisonettes and nine 
flats at Ely-rd. and Holmesdale-rd. 

*+Surrey CC.—County prim. sch. at East- 
wich, Leatherhead. County A. 

*+Wednesfiedd UDC.—Eight bungalows and 
seven garages at Haden-cres. E&S, 29, Bolton- 
rd. 


JUNE 14. 

*;Birmingham City C.—-Contract 592—four 
houses, Bradstock-rd., Kings Heath; contract 
600—12 four-storey dwellings, Johnstone-st., 
Lozells; contract 603—six houses, Woodland- 
rd, Handsworth. City A. Dep, £2 2s. each 
contract. Tenders by July 15. 

*tHornsey BC.—Re-tiling of 46 houses at 
Barrenger-rd., Steeds-rd., and Hill-rd. BE&S. 

*tRotherham CB.—Extensions to tech. col., 
approx. cost £400,000. Director of Education, 
Education Office, 21, Moorgate-rd. Tenders by 


Sept. 4. 

**Smethwick CB.—Public convenience at 

Victoria Park. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 15. 

*tPlymouth City C.—Erection of fire station 
at Crownhill. City A. Dep. £3 3s. 

*tWest Sussex CC.—Additions secondary 
modern boys school, Shoreham-by-Sea. County 
A., Chichester. 

JUNE 17. 

*tHastings Corp.—19 aged persons’ bunga- 
lows at Eversley-cres., Silverhill. BE. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by July 22. 

*{Portsmouth City C.—96 houses at Park 
House Farm, Leigh Park. City A. Dep. £1. 

JUNE 19. 

*{Sedgley, Dudley and Brierley Hill Joint 
Committee—Crematorium at Gornal Wood, 
Sedgley, Clerk to the Committee, The Council 
House, Sedgley. 

JUNE 21. 

*tMitcham BC.—22 flats and maisonettes in 
one block of five storeys tnd two blocks of 
cottage flats at High-st., Colliers Wood. BE&S. 
Tenders by July 27. 

“tWest Sussex CC.—Two schools, Crawley 
Tilgate Campus. County A, Chichester. 

: JUNE 22. 

Sawbridgeworth UDC.—13 dwellings and one 
shop with external services at Bullfields housing 
estate. A: Gerald Lacoste, MBE (F), 80, 
South-st., Bishop’s Stortford. 

tSouthsea Clarence Esplanade Pier Co., Ltd. 
~Reconstruction of the superstructure of 
Clarence Esplanade Pier. H. W. Ward, Secre- 
lary, 18, Landport-terr., Southsea. Tenders by 


August 1, 
. JUNE 24. 
‘ sradfield RDC.—16 houses with drainage, 
— and footpaths at Roundfield, Buckle- 
Dury. C., Council Offices, 26, Bath-rd., Read- 
mg. Dep. £2 2s 
nee mac —Bleven lock-up garages at 
“ave., Hassocks, i - 
Hurstpierpoint ry and 8 at illow-way, 


*Exmouth UDC.—Pair of houses at Capel- 


la., High Level Waterworks, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Lowestoft BC.—15 terrace houses and 8 
one-bedroom two-storey flats at Edgerton-rd., 
and Hawthorn-ave., Whitton estate. BE, 49, 
High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Richmond (Surrey) BC.—Strip slated roof 
over public swimming baths, Parkshot, and re- 
fix old slates. BE, Hotham House. 


JUNE 27. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB, — Installation of 
passenger lift at Crowstone House, Crowstone- 
ave. Boro’ A. 

*Watford BC.—Renewal of dance floor of 
large assembly hall at Town Hall. BE. 


JUNE 28. 
*Luton BC.—Erecction of 28 houses and 
ancillary works at Bank-cl., Leagrave. Boro’ 
Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 29. 
*Smethwick CB.—Rebuilding of boundary 
walls and general brickwork repairs at Abbey- 
rd. jun. sch. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


ULY 2. 

*Guildford RDC.—10 dwellings and ancillary 
works at Wharf-la., Send. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 3. 

*Brighton CB.—(a) Conversion of part of 
east wing of Madeira-dr. shelter into a ladies 
convenience; (b) conversion of arches Nos. 164 
and 165, Lower Esplanade, King’s-rd. into a 
ladies convenience; (c) alterations and addi- 
tions to existing ladies convenience, Madeira- 
dr., West End, BSE&Planning Officer, 26-30, 
King’s-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Retiling of roofs and 
repairs to stone gable ends at Southchurch High 
Sch. for Boys. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB.—New staff toilets and 
alterations to existing staff room at Hamlet 
Court-rd. junior sch. Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra- 
st. Dep. £2. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Repairs to flat roof 
coverings at various schools. Boro’ A. 

JULY 4. 

*Manchester Corp.—Power house at Davy 

hulme sewage works. City S. 
JULY 9. 

*Brighton CB,—Adaptations to Downs sch. 
thea Officer, 26-30, Kings-rd. Dep. 
£F Is. 








Batsford 
Bookshop 


you are invited to inspect 
one of the most compre- 
hensive stocks to be found 
of English and foreign 
books on Modern Archi- 
tecture and Building Con- 
struction. 





Catalogue available on 
request 











15, North Audley St., 
London, W.1 


1061 


NO DATE. 

*Mansfield Hospital Management Committee. 
—Applications invited from firms wishing to be 
placed on approved tender list. Group Secre- 
tary, Mansfield Hospital Management Com- 
mittee, Crow Hill-dr. 

*Tunbridge Wells Royal Boro’.—Three pairs 
of houses at Tedder-rd. BS & Waterworks E. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


JUNE 10. 

*tGateshead CB.—Electrical installation at 

Hill Head mod. sec. sch. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 22. 

*Leyland UDC.—External painting of 462 
dwellings at Broadfield and Wade Hall estates. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 25. 

*Mitcham BC.—External redecoration and 

repair of swimming baths, London-rd. BE&S. 


*Shrewsbury BC.—Electrical wiring to 190 
prewar houses. BS. 
JUNE 27. 
*Watford BC.—Redecoration of large 


assembly ‘hall at Town Hall. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


MUNICIPAL AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


JUNE 15. 

+Huddersfield CBC.—Driving of sheet steel 
piling and fixing of other steelwork (375 tons), 
construction of river wall, r.c. inlet carrier, 
storm overflow channel, pressure culvert, 
recirculation chambers, pipelines, water mains, 
road works, etc., in connection with sewage 
works extensions at Heaton Lodge. nr. Hudders- 
field. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £10 10s. 

tSouthampton CBC.—860 yd. of 15 in. and 
130 yd. of 27 in. dia. concrete pipe sewer, 
1,600 yd. of 9 in. dia. stoneware pipe sewer, 
manholes, etc. Boro’ E&S. 

Welwyn Garden City UDC.—Making-up of 
carriageways, footways, verges and open fore- 
courts, Housing Scheme No. 17. E&S. 

West Bromwich CBC.—Reconstruction of 
8,500 sq. yd. of Carters Green to Sandwell-rd., 


A.4t. Boro’ § 
JUNE 17. 

Berkshire CC.—Reconstruction of trunk road 
No. 9 (A.4) at Thatcham, over length of 1,100 
yd. County S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Bradford City C.—Advance preparation of 
Holmewood housing estate, section 3 (77 acres). 
City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

tDon Valley Water Board.—7,000 yd. of 6 in. 
and 4 in, spun-iron water mains, with stop 
and air valves, hydrants, etc., a 50,000 gallon 
pressed steel water tower, pumping station and 
pumping plant, etc., in parishes of Hooton 
Pagnell, Brodsworth, Hickleton and Pickburn. 
D. Balfour & Sons, constg. engrs., 131, Victoria- 
st., SWI. Dep. £5. 

+A. G. Figgins (Land Development), Ltd.— 
10,000 sq. yd. of 6 in. and 8 in. thick concrete 
carriageway, 1,350 lin. yd. of 6 in.-15 in. dia. 
foul sewer, 1,250 lin. yd. of 9 in.-24 in. dia. 
SW sewer and ancillary works. at Hazleton 
Garden estate. Sec., Swiss-rd., Waterlooville, 
Hants. 

Shrewsbury BC.—2,700 lin. yd. of 12 in. 
dia. asbestos-cement and CI water main, Elles- 
mere-rd. Water E & Mgr., Shelton, Shrews- 
bury. Dep. £3 3s. 

tSoutham RDC.—7,390 lin. yd. of 3 in. dia. 
asbestos-cement water main and fittings, 
Southern area water scheme, agricultural 
extensions. W. Herbert Bateman & Ptnrs., 
constg. engrs., Chesterfield-hse., Batheaston, 

Bath. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by July 1. 
JUNE 19. 

Staffordshire CC.—New storm water sewer 
from nr. Broadhurst Farm to Miles Knoll on 
Leek-Ashbourne road TR/A.523.—1,680 lin. yd. 
of 6-12 in. pipe, gullies and manholes, involving 
rock excavation. County S. Dep. £5 Ss. 


JUNE 20. 

St. Neots RDC.—24 miles of 4 in. dia. 
asbestos-cement water mains with valves and 
fittings to Weald Farm. Pick, Everard. Keay 
& Gimson, constg. engrs., 6, Méillstone-la., 
Leicester. Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 21. 

Chelmsford BC.—1,250 lin. yd. of 6 in.-12 
in. dia. sewers, with manholes, 2,200 sq. yd. of 
r.c. carriageway, 1,800 sq. yd. of in situ con- 
crete footways and other works associated with 
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development of housing site at Arbour-le 
Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 22. 
Great Yarmouth CBC.—400 lin. yd. of 20 ft. 
wide carriageway, 1,000 lin. yd. of 16 ft. wide 
carriageway, 1,400 lin. yd. of 9 in.-27 in. dia 


sewers and other works at Magdalen College 
estate. Boro’ E. 
JUNE 24. 

‘Epping and Ongar RDC. 
verges at Pancroft housing estate, 
E&S, 209, High-st. Dep. £3 3s. 

Middlesbrough CBC.—Middle Beck sewer 
extension, 1,608 yd. of 18 in. to 5 ft. dia. con- 
crete pipe sewer with manholes, etc. Boro’ E 


<p. E> 5s. 

JUNE 25. 

Somerset CC.—Two new bridges over 
Yeo and mill stream, consisting of 64 ft. span 
r.c. arch and 28 ft. span r.c. tee-beam structure. 
with abutments, masonry parapets, wing walls. 

County Dep. £2. 


aths and 
Abridge. 


-Footp 


River 








etc. 5 
JUNE 26. 
Cariton UDC.—1,145 lin. yd. 


alt -gl azed ware 


and SW 


of foul 





sewers in S< and precast concrete 
Ee: s of 9 in. to 36 in. dia., manholes, etc 
E&S. Dep. £2 
Ealing BC. Wi idening and impr roven 
Ealing-rd.. Nort tholt from Ri £ 
Western-ave. (5.000 sq. yd. gee rete neni 
way, 9,100 sq. yd. resurfacing, th footpa 
SW sewers. etc.). Boro’ E. De - be 


Reading CBC.—6,500 sq. yd. carriage 
with foul and SW sewers. Boro’ S. Dey 
JUNE 27. 











Staffordshire CC.—Reconsiruction 1.000 
vd, of Worcester-Wolver 1pt tr road 
4.449. from Gorse Corne: Hil 
UDC boundary. C. ep. £5 

JUNE 28. 

Nottinghamshire CC, De mol ition and 
econstruc ction in prestressed cor te of | 

que >du t and Cossall Col ery 


vd. of cana 





B.60 





Hunts, 


Ramsey, 
ware, concrete and Cl 


UDC. 







x sal 
ions an 

& ‘Gimson, Cel k 
eicester. 


Bedford BC.—1. AS vd. 


of 24 1t 





of 18 in. concrete lined spun pipes, 
bolted and joints, ete. - samt Waiter E, Mill- 
st. Dep. 


yd. of 3 In. dia. 
pipes at Egremont in the 
t feo 800 yd. of 3 in. 
_pipe s at Llanfal] 


Carmarthen RDC. -1,760 
ass ‘D° spun-ir 
landisillic 
Glass. eo * 


















he parish of Henll< lteg, with valves and 
E&S. Dep. £2. ‘2s, 
JULY 3. 

West UDC.—100.000 gallon steel 
water storag nk on dwarf walls. brick pump- 
I Duse, an pipework, and inst allation of 

ination equipment. J. D. & D. M. Wat tson, 

M MICE. constg. engrs.. 18, Queen Anne’s- 
gate, SWI. Dep. £10 10s. 
JULY 

St. Thomas RDC.—2.000 lin. yd. of 9 in. 
aed 1.850 lin. yd. of 6 in. stoneware sewers 

th concrete manholes, sewage disposal works, 
ne: at Kenn and Kennford. Harvey, McGill 


& Hayes. Ccl.’s constg. 
Exeter. Dep. £5. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Chelsea.—Houses AND  GaraGes.—Austin 
Blomfield (F), New Court, Temple. EC4. is the 
architect for a proposed sche me of 10 houses 
and nine garages at 9-31, SW3 

Hampstead.—SiteE Acou UISITION.—The MBC 
is to purchase a block of 43 houses and other 
property at Fleet-rd., ghee and Upper Park- 
rd., which, together with adjoining lands already 
in the Council’s possession, it is proposed to 
redevelop for housing purposes. 

Ho'born.—Suops AND FI ATS.—Lander, 
Bedells & Crompton (F/A), 36. Lamb’s Conduit- 
St.,.are the architects for a block of flats and 
shops at 86-92, Lamb’s Conduit-st.. WC1. 

Is! ‘ington. —ScHOOL ExTENSIONS.—The LCC 
Education Com. has approved a scheme for im- 


8, Richmond-rd.. 


engrs., 


St e] l-st., . 


provements and extensions to Tollington Park 
county secondary schools for boys and girls, 
which at present has 780 places, to provide a 
new school for about 1,230. It is proposed to 
demolish the existing main building, to adapt 
three other buildings and to build a three-storey 
assembly block, a four-storey teaching block 
and a boiler-house. The work, which is esti- 
mated to cost £360,600, will be included in the 
1958-59 programme. 

Kensington.—F Lats. ne permission is 
sought for the erection of a block of flats at 
$1-55, Ladbroke-grove, W10. The architect is 
Morris de Metz (F). 2. Ludgate Hill, EC4. 

Paddington.—ScHooL_.—The LCC Education 
Com. has approved a scheme for a new county 
secondary school for girls at North Wharf-rd.. 
W2. The proposed buildings —— an eight- 
storey teaching block, with a separate two- 
storey block containing five house-rooms, 
kitchen, etc., and a room for evening institute 
= and connected to the main block by two 

bridges. <A_ third block, containing three 
gymnasia. will be built in load-bearing brick- 
work, whereas the main buildings will be gener- 
ally const ructed in reinforced concrete, the high 
block p! led foundations: 1,350 places 
will yg and estimated cost is 
£480,400, 

ee FLaTs.— 





provided the 
Preliminary layout plans 
for 128 one-room fiats in four-storey blocks on 
nt sites at Lower Moriluke- 
roved by the Housing Com. 
-The Minister - of Educa- 
bring forward from the 
> $8 progr. amme the proposed 
Romford Broxhill count y 
school and has fixed the starting 
nuary 1, 1958, 
St. Marylebone. 
ion Com. has ‘ppr 











Te- 


‘etion of. 


secon- 


ate at 





Si HOOL. 
oved a 






assembly hall an 
chitects Leon: rd 
39-40, Be dford-st 


POLYTHENE 


We x5 
wey a 


T.I. Polythene 
Tube, being tough, flex- 
ible, highly resistant to corrosion 
and immune to frost damage is the 
ideal material for cold water plumb- 
ing in the house or industrial plant. 
Light in weight, it. is simple to 
handle and may be used in long 


lengths. It is easily worked (a train- 
ed plumber can become proficient 
in its use in a matter of hours). 
T. I. Polythene installations need 
fewer joints, are virtually indes- 
tructible, and are completely quiet. 
Water hammer noise is eliminated. 


RWS LIMITED 
WHITTALL WORKS, 
110-114 CHESTON ROAD, 
ASTON, Bik. UNGHAM, 6 
Tel.: EAST 2761/5 





® A TUBE INVESTMENTS COMPANY 
AP.343/6. 
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Wandsworth. — Site Acquisition, — 
Housing Com. proposes to acquire, by aon, 
ment, an area of 1} acres between OY al 
and Hepworth-rd., Streatham High-rd., Nd 
bury, SW16, on which it is estimated that i 


flats and six houses can be built. The Boro’ 
S&A is P. V. Marchant, MICE. MIMunt - 
Wandsworth.—ScHooLt.—The LCC Sess 


Education Sub-Com. has a 
a new day school for de 
is proposed to erect on p 
to the east of St. Margaret’ 
Park-la., Roehampton, SW15, at an estima 
cost of £76,514. The architects are ips i 
& Pinrs. (FP /A), 25, Gloucester- pl., 
Westminster.—SHOPS AND Fed 
are under consi ideration for a block of = 
with shops on the two lower floors and a by 
ment car park at a site bounded by Kniss ; 
bridge, Brompton-rd. and Knightsbridge-or=- 
SWI. The architects are Mont lagu Evans. 
Son, 21. Brunswick-sq., WC1. a 
Westminster.—F Lats, MAISONETTES 
GaraGes.—Christian Hamp (A), 27, Newton. 
2, is the architect for scheme of fix 
maisonettes and garages at 8-13, Hans-pl., §\ 
(PROVINCIAL) 
Aintree.—Appeal of Kirby, 
regarding proposed garage 
Ormskirk,-rd., 


OWe 


pproved @ Scheme } 






























tent S and 1 
Ch leaps de for 
£10,000. A: 
Savilie-chbrs., 
Bedwellty.—UDC prcposes io build 
houses at Blackwood. ES&A: T. J. Jon 
Belfast. Hous:ng Com. appsoved 

iyout p an for deve! opment of 
udin g six 

474 houses 


eS ATE he A: J. W. 


4 ic 

Jackson the Tz 
S J. Stephensor 
North-st., 











\ M I Pj. 
Birmingham.—RC 
n of new m xed 

s & Wh 
B I H. 






Authorities propose ere 
mod 1 


teCnouse. oO. 


f 
Ol 






(FL). 18. 





: " Ne “ ca t 











” Bristol.- approv rey D 
of offices. on site f cng C Green 
occupied by hutted civic r nt. A: A 
F. French & Ptnrs. (F/L), H x-hse.. § 
Augustine’s-parade, Bristol, 1 

Bristol.— Planning and Pubtic 


approved proposals for e 















ings, compris:ng a six-storey bu 
torey front ge of 70 ya to 
extension - covered 
level City : J. Nel pier Me: 
Bury.— BC Counc'l of St 
(Vicar, Rev. A. Hulse) proposes erection 0m 
church at Seedfie Id, 20/30.000 est 





Carlis'e.—Nesilé. Li: d. 
are considering construct 
ton, for p process ng of m 
Chape!.—RDC to prepare p.an 

three-bedroomed type houses. 
Chester. —L verpool Regiona! 
approved revised estimate of 
provement at Deva Hosp‘ 

Cc hester-le-Street. oe 






‘on OF Ta 
Ik prod 


of 








proposals for erection of houses 2 Seer 
Hold estate for J. Burnett & Soa, ound 
Stat‘on-la.. Birtley. 

Crewe.—IC Minisiry appro 


received y 4 
112 houses at Marshfield Bank estate. 
Darlington.—Plans approved for m 
in St. Mark’s par'sh. A: J. E. Hellawe. 
1, Eldon-sq.. Newcastle. _ 
Darlington.—John Sm ‘e 
Co., Ltd.. are to bu‘ld pub 
rd. A: Sir Bertram Wa 





4 no ice 


lson 








High-st. Tadcaster. 

Dawley. —UDC appr ‘oved sch 
of 198 houses at L angley F: 

Dewsbury.—Pians subnrtted 
galows at Scarr End-la. De 
Bentley Bu'ld'ng Co.. Ltd. : exe an 
premises at Town-st aa oh'll, fo be 
town Co-operative Indusirial Socy., Ltd. 





we to 
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une 7 195 ‘ 
—County EC intends adding to its 
958-9 building programme proposals for RC 
2 vad at Billingham, Durham and Jarrow, to 
| Gost £47,000 each. i a 
| Easington.—RDC seeks sanction to 
4.351 for site clearance, roads and sewers at 
Murton slum clearance area. Work will be 
done by direct labour. S: R. R. Lumsden. 
Fasthourne.—1'C approved sketch plans for 
development of site of Gildredge Hotel and 
adjoining restaurant at Terminus-rd. by new 
; licehouse and four shops with offices over. 
4 Carl Fisher (A), 56, Portland-p!., W1. 
AY tes. TC approved erection of new church 


£5 


&~- hall at Portland-rd. for J. A. Walton, 
4), Se 4 tae te ts 
ood.— approve r 
a Marlborought-ave. for C. E. 


rs at 
bungee eThe Square, Rossell Beach, Cleveleys, 
:ckpool. , ; 
Bet eghem.—MH&LG confirmed TC’s pro- 
osals to clear area between parish church, 
Gillingham Green, and Pier-rd. 38 houses, 14 
flats and two shops are to be built on the site. 





TTES Pee it >» - 
Newis Gosforth. Quantities being prepared for 
eof rim. sch. County A. a 

len Hebburn, Co. Durham.—Planning permission 
a has been given for three nursery schools at 


Byron-av., Hartley Barn, and Campbell Park, 
for Durham OC. County A: G. R. Clayton 
Southyer. F (F), South-st., Durham. 

ng sac} febburn, Co. Durham.—J. M. Black, Lid., 
has he} pyilders, Glen-st., Hebburn, to erect houses at 
. Blue House Farm, Victoria-rd. West. _ 

ted for ne Houghton-le-Spring.—U DC considering erec- 





rem. 2} tion of central repair workshop for repair and 
Ost Ol f maintenance of all vehicles and plant owned 
5 & Pos} by Ccl—Housing developments proposed at 
a Coaley-la., Newbottle, for William Leech 
duild IS} (Builders), Ltd., 7-8, St. James-st., Newcastle- 
- Jones. J on-Tyne. 
Dreh min Jarrow.—Minister of Transport has approved 
res at Tir} scheme for tunnel under the Tyne from How- 
Jats 2h) don to Jarrow. ; . 
@ peop Liverpool.—Plans submitted to Corpn. for 
mson reconstruction of premises 64-66, London-rd. 


for Jackson the Tailor. A: S. J. Stephenson, 
Gillis & Ptnrs., Saville-chbrs., North-st., New- 
caste, 

Liverpool—TC proposes erection by direct 
labour of block of maisonettes at Peel-st. 

Liangefnii—Treasury approved grant of 
_ _| £50,000 to UDC for building of second factory 
» Lid. 2.) on new industrial estate for occupation by 
“0D 20) Cableform, Ltd., of Romiley, Ches. 
Macelesfield.—RDC approved plans for erec- 





SOA) tion of 62 houses at Pickwick-rd. off Dickens- 
© OU la.. Poynton. 
D Sar Manchester.—TC approved erection of 6 
SS \TS } houses and 12 aged persons’ bungalows at 
WCl Burnage-la., East Didsbury.—Threlfalls Brewery 
rey OCF Co., Ltd., propose erection of new hotel to 
cen, 0° be known as ‘ The Roebuck,’ at Victoria-ave., 
A: ALP Higher Blackley. A: C. H. Coppack & Ptnrs. 
“S.. °F (L), 2, Upper Northgate-st., Chester. 

Morley, Yorks.—BC to build 48 two-bed- 


room, three-storey flats at Slack-sq. E&S: 

D. R. Bradley, MIMunE, ARICS. ; 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans for new technical 
sch. at East Newcastle are being submitted to 
M of E by City C. £304,000 est. City A: 
G. Kenyon (A), AMTPI, 18, Cloth Market, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C proposes exten- 
sions to College of Further Education. £72,000 
est. City A: G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, 
Newcastle. 
| Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C to erect com- 
ere. bined child welfare and school health service 
al Bo clinic at Ravenswood-rd. City A: G. Kenyon 
grist W), AMTPI, 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle-on- 
I yne. 

Newton Aycliffe.—Aycliffe Development Cor- 
poration proposes another 90 houses at new 
town, Ch. A: G. A. Goldstraw (A), 1, Pudsey- 
walk, Newton Aycliffe. 

Northampton.—_TC_ proposes purchase and 
adaptation of 67 and 69, Queens Park-parade 
: as aged persons’ home, £16,000 est. 

Vis | North Shields—Smith’s Dock Co., Ltd., con- 
sidering scheme to build dry dock to accommo- 
date tankers up to 100,000 tons. 

Penrith—UDC is planning spending of 
another £150,000 to overcome recurrent water 
shortages in its area and matter is to be dis- 
awivp ‘USsed with MH&LG. Water E: F. Bickbeck. 
cree" Runcorn.—UDC proposes erection of aged 

| Persons’ bungalows at Queens-rd. A: William 

) & Segar Owen (F), Palmyra-sq., Warrington. 











ar Sheffield.—Moore & Wright (Sheffield), Ltd., 
Mid Propose erection of new factory at Handsworth- 


rd. A: J. Mansell Jenkinson & Son, 53, Wilkin- 
son-st., Sheffield. 

Shrewsbury.—Fletcher Estates (Harlescott), 
Ltd., propose erection of further 234 houses at 
Ditherington. 

South Shields.—Amended plans to be pre- 
pared for proposed Whiteleas county infants’ 
sch. A: T. A. Page, Son & Hill (F/F). 75, 
King-st., South Shields.—Plans prepared by 
T. A. Page, Son & Hill (F/F), for proposed 
Masonic hall at junction of Prince Edward-rd. 


and Ambleside-ave. for Trustees of Masonic 
Temple. ; 
Stockport.—TC approved extensions to 


Stockport College, £234,000 est. 

Sunderland.—J. L. Thompson & Sons, North 
Sands Shipbuilding Yard, Sunderland, are con- 
sidering laying down a building berth 900 ft. 
long, on which vessels of 65,000 tons can be 
built. 

Sunderland.—McKenzie, Bell & Son, solici- 
tors, 66, John-st., Sunderland, have submitted 
plans to TC on behalf of Trustees of Alms- 
houses and Pensions Charity of E. Woodcock 
for shopping and business premises at Maritime- 
terr.—Geo. T. Brown & Son (F/A), 53 Fawcett- 
st., Sunderland, are A for eight houses at 
Chester-rd. for Matthew Nunn, builder, 40, 
Nile-st., Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—Quantities being prepared for 
extensions and concert hall at Steel’s Welfare 
Club. A: S. J. Stephenson, Gillis & Ptnrs., 
Saville-chbrs., | North-st., | Newcastle.—Plans 
being prepared for rebuilding of Grantham & 
Co.’s stores at Holmside, destroyed by fire. 
£30,000 est. A: S. J. Stephenson, Gillis & 
Ptnrs., Saville-chbrs., North-st., Newcastle. 

Sunderland.—RDC to build 222 houses this 
year, including 132 for slum clearance. S: C. 
Emmerson. 

Wallsend.—TC approved plans for sec. tech. 
sch. at Boyd-rd. County A. 

Warwick.—TC appointed Jackson & Ed- 
munds (F/F), 116, Colmore-row, Birmingham, 
as consultant architects for design of proposed 
crematorium, £20,000 est. 

Whitehaven.—Third stage of new West 
Cumberland hospital is est. to cost £1,200,000 
and will provide multi-storey hospital block 
and further residential accommodation. Main 
block will contain general medical and surgical, 
children’s, gynaecology, ENT and eye, and 
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orthopaedic and accident wards, operating and 
X-ray suites,« casualty and consultative out- 
patient departments, and accommodation for 
pathology, pharmacy, physiotherapy, occupa- 
tional therapy and central Sterilising services, 
catering department, stores, hospital and group 
administration and hospital chapel. The fourth 
and final stage will comprise 40-bed maternity 
and ante-natal wing to cost about £189,000. 
A: C. B. Pearson & Son (F), 18, Dalton-sq., 


Lancaster. 
TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
= Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
Andover.—24 houses and site works, Ash 
Tree-rd. site. Boro’ S. *Eades Bros., Ltd., 
Chorlton, Andover, £37,085. 
Billingham-on-Tees.—New office and labora- 
tory buildings, for British Titan Products, Ltd. 
*Leslie & Co., Ltd., Woodlands-rd., Darlington. 
Boldop.—Erection of 26 houses, for UDC. 
S: J. 1. Edmondson. *W. D. & R. Allison, 
North Guards, Whitburn. (£1,420 each) £36,920. 
Clackmannan.—For roads and sewers and 
advance preparation of site at Menstrie-place, 
Menstrie, for Clackmannan CC. *Alexander 
Todd, 71, Deer-park, Sauchie. 
Durham.—Concrete-framed structure for new 
Durham Technical College (Stage 2), for the 
CC. Architects: Cordingley & McIntyre (F/F), 
Owengate, Durham. QS: R. H. Duns, New- 
castle. General contrs.: G. W. Lazenby & Co., 
Lid., Ferryhill, Co. Durham. *John Laing & 
Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. £65,666. 
Hetton, Co. Durham.—14 houses at Low 
Moorsley and five —s at Prospect estate, 
es 


Easington-la., for UDC W. Richard- 


son. *Direct labour. 
Keynsham.—32 traditional houses at Park 
West estate, for UDC. A: J. Hodges. *W. J. 


Hembrough & Sons, Lid., London-rd., Warn- 
ley, nr. Bristol. £47,718. 

Liverpool.—Reconstruction, shop fronts and 
internal fittings at Ranelagh-st., for Jackson the 
Tailor. *Sharp & Law, Ltd., Bradford. £19,000. 

§London (Air Ministry)—New works con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
May 31:—Building work: Abingdon, Berk- 
shire, T. H. Kingerlee & Sons, Ltd., 35a, Queen- 
st., Oxford. Resurfacing work: Bovingdon, 
Bucks, Wirksworth Quarries, Ltd., Bank-hse., 
286, Pentonville-rd., Nl. Artificers work: 
Cambridge, etc., Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., 
Sturton-st., Cambridge; Locking, Somerset, 
etc., S. W. Foster, Ltd., Coombend, Radstock, 
Somerset. Heating work: Bowlee & Heywood, 
Lancs, Engineering service installations, Ltd., 
44, Corporation-st., Manchester, 4 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed 
by North-Eastern Region:—Darlington diesel 
repair shops: provision and laying of tiles, 
Proderite, Ltd., Wednesbury; Hull, Neptune- 
st.: heating installation; Raines (H. and V.), 
Ltd., Wakefield. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts let by 
London Midland Region:—Wm. Herd & Co., 
Ltd., 95, Baker-st., W1, for lump sum con- 
tract, labour only, cleaning and painting north 
span roof over platforms 1-6, Liverpool Lime- 
st.—A. J. Binns, Ltd., 99-107, St. Paul’s-rd., 
Nl, for 1957 fencing programme, London dis- 
trict—E. Brown & Son, Ltd., Castle-st., Well- 
ingborough, for accommodation, Midland-rd. 
station, Bedford.—E. B. Jones & Rawlinson, 
Ltd., 6, Leaf-sq., Salford 6, for improved and 
additional staff accommodation, motive power 
depot, Guide Bridge——Norwest Construction 
Co., Ltd., Litherland, Liverpool 21, for altera- 
tions to bridges 25, 27, 31, 48, 65 and 66, Crewe 
to Stockport line——William Mitchell .(Shop- 
fitters) & Co., 130, Holywood-rd., Belfast, for 
alterations to Town Office, 24, Donegall-pl., 
Belfast.—Limmer & Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co.., 
Ltd., 232-242, Vauxhall Bridge-rd., SW1, for 
resurfacing of concourse and platforms 1, 2, 3 
and 4, Chapel-st. station, Southport.—G. Dux- 
bury & Sons, 73, Church-gate, Leicester, for 
improved messing and _ washing facilities, 
Central Parcels Depot, Leicester. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Result of 
tenders:—Internal and external redecorations, 
Pembridge Hall, W2, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, 
Ltd., £3,587. 

€London (MoW).—Contracts placed for week 
ended May 25:—Fife: Post Office, Glenrothes, 
Fife, erection of telephone exchange, J. Best 
(Contractors), Ltd., 13, Meldrum-st., Kirkcaldy. 
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Surrey: Walton-on-Thames, erection of tele- Sons, Ltd., Chester-rd., Cornbrook, Manchester. for W. Butler & Co., Lid. *E, Fle, 
phone exchange and branch post office, Demoli- Middlesbrough.—Additional temporary class- (Builders), Ltd., Kingswinford, Stags, ic 
tion & Construction Company, Ltd., 3, St. rooms at Park End, Ladgate, and Berwick Hill Warwick.—77 houses, seven one x 


James’s-sq., SW1; Oxshott, erection of tele- schools, for EC. Education A: K. J. Caton — six blocks of flat at Percy estate for TC. 
phone exchange, Thorogood & Sons, Ltd.. 55, (A), *Medway Buildings and Supplies, Ltd., Oaks Estates, Ltd., £170,862. 





Bend-rd., Surbiton. Worcestershire: Mi nistry Rochester. £18.074. —362 - 
, ot Agriculture and Fi sheries, K ings- rd., Eve- Oxford.—Four shops and maisonettes at tocne celine rd. es igs au K 

sham, alterations to plant pathology laboratory, Town Furze estate. City A and Planning estate. for UDC. A: ifr id Th Whar 

G. Foster (Contractors), Ltd., Leam ngton-rd.. Offiser: E. G. Chandler (A), MTPI. QS: Hirst. Smith (L/F). ‘nen iametie. Mes 

broadway. Yorkshire: Head Post Office. H. J. Ridge & Ptnrs., 42, Hythe Bridge-st., *Middleton & Co. Gbinckpool, 1s td. eaclies 

Huddersfield, alterations and re-allocation, Oxford. *Norman  Collisson (Contractors), (Work commenced.) ee 

P.ckles Brothers (Builders), Ltd., Mile Thorn, Ltd., London-rd., Bicester, Oxon, £16,889. 

Halifax. ie me = rs es 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed for re oo poo h a oe + esa Vol.CX 

week ended May 24.— Berkshire : Electric al. Wesiminsier College, for Methodist Education 

Cawdells of Luton, Ltd. Luton ; roadwork, Com. A: Seeley & Paget (F/L), 41, Cloth Fair, 

Constable Hart & Co., Lid., Portsmouth. Corn- BCI. Qs: Langdon & Every. *Marshall STEEL- CRETE 

wall: Pa‘ating and decorating, Rodgers & Chris- Andrew & Co., Ltd 

uan, Lid., Newquay, Devon: Steam mains, his ae : (SUPER METALLIC HARDENER) THE D 

Arthur Scull & Son, Ltd., Exeter. Dorset: Runcorn.—28 houses and 14 bungalows at Mac/ 

Electrical, Southern ‘Elect tricity Board, Wey- Grange Neighbourhood Unit. for UDC. *W. E. the RI 

mouth, Essex: Building, H. Chaston, Ltd., Jones, (Contractors), Ltd., Lewin-st., Middle- SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SuRFaces the 

Clacton-on-Sea. Isle of iVight: Building, G. E. wich. £63,795. HAVE Shr ok Os V EROUBLES THE R 


Banks & Son, Sandown. Kent: Building, R. Sheffield.—First stage of new teaching hos- 


Corben & Son, Lid., Maidstone. London: pital at Glossop-rd., consisting of out-patient of Pi 
Electrical, W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston, department in three-storey block. est. to cost tion } 
Surrey. Shropshire: Roadwork, The Neuchatel £500,000. *J. F. Finnegan & Co. (Sheffield). repor' 
Asphalt te Co., Ltd., Salford. Surrey: Prefab Ltd. ‘i 

garages, A.B.C.D. (Raynes Park), Lid., Sur- Stockport.—Following. for TC:—20 houses Inspect one that has withstood THE W 


biton: hutting work, Chas, F. Cull, Ltd., Guild- at Barnfield-rd. East. *Wm. Martin. Hyde, HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 40 YEARS a revi 











rg a Lift installation, Bennie Lifts. £39,938: 18 hot uses Rostrevor-rd., *S. Shep- ; 
: % AL NOSU a ae d consult ervic 
[td., London, Wiltshire: Painting and jey, Hyde: 72 “Reema” houses at Brinning- " = 
decorating ng; = A. Hi ag rt Son (Paim ng), he a ton, *Reema Boot, Ltd., Sheffield. STEEL- CRETE LTD. THE N 
ristol. Yorkshire oofs to reservoirs, E. C. Stone.—8 houses at Darlaston, for RDC. Savoy House. 1151116, Strand, Londo a 
Payt er & Co., Lt d., Tipton. HH. Haynes, Weston Coyney, Stoke-on-Trent. : Temple Bar 5621 wien Hon 
Manchester.—Extens'ons to Territorial Ar - £14,653. | gener 
centre, for East Lancs Territorial ; ory At Ixia Stourbridge.—New licensed premises at junc- stand 


Forces Assn., at Chorlton. *Wm. Thorpe & ton of Broadway and Windsor-rd., Norton. BROAD-ACHESON THE | 
A bond of strength and unity 





REVEAL tu 
BLOCKS 


















































































Complete the Job THE |! 
of Cavity annol 
Construction petiti 
BROAD & CO. LT) of 1 
PADDINGTON, W2 teach 
aid THE |] 
anno 
into 
preci 
PI 
7 e CCA RE 
The Federation of Master Builders ae 
_— ads STEEL SCAFFOLDING C° mags 
ee ne ee ee ee a ee an eee HOTEL 
reat Urmon treet, ; OTEL 
W.C.1 | Please send particulars of the advantages of DEMON 
, CHA sees : membership to: EDIN! 
one: neery for Sec 
9a HIGH BEECH ROAD 
Subscription £6.6.0 per annum, | LOUGHTON - ESSEX “ia” 
which includes free monthly issues | | 
of THE FEDERATION JOURNAL. a peas a NEW | 
| _I Archit 
es ss es ee ee ee ee ee ARIB 
CORRE 
OBITU! 
RICS: A 
WD SC 
EVERY 
GALBRAITH Re 
NEW S] 
ING 
SCOTTI 
NG 
BROTHERS LIMITED BRICK 
sER4 
pean 
BUILDERS “Eten 
IN PAR 
CONTRACTORS FIXED 
& ENGINEERS pan 
HOU! 
W.& M.NEGUS LT? PRICE! 
Station Works, are andes pre 
ogi si re. ce: . s ; 
KING JAMES STREET, Sez 61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE de 
a 1 A E.C.1 KENT 
South Norwoopn, S.£.25, MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 








——— 








(Addiscombe 3427) 












